
Governor Kelly Signed Two Bills Into Law On Monday and both involve art installations. One approved
a mural to be painted inside the statehouse depicting the '1st Kansas Colored Volunteer Infantry Regiment',
who were the nation’s first Civil War military unit comprised solely of African American soldiers. The other
reauthorizes the placement of a life-sized bronze replica of the Native American warrior atop the Capitol
dome. The statue has been sitting in storage awaiting its place on the granite pedestal that sits empty on the
southwest lawn of the Statehouse.

The Kansas House Agriculture & Natural Resources Committee approved changes to regulations in
the industrial hemp industry that would allow the fiber, grain, and seeds of industrial hemp to be used as food
for livestock, poultry, and pets. The bill sent to the house floor would reduce the license and registration fees
for hemp producers and exempt some providers from background checks. Passage of the bill would require
the hiring of four, full-time state employees to register and review more than 3,500 new hemp products.

The Kansas House Energy Committee held a hearing about the Keystone pipeline rupture that spilled
more than a half million gallons of heavy toxic crude oil that contaminated Mill Creek as it flooded over crop
and native prairie land in Washington County on December 7th, 2022. A spokesperson for TC Energy (the
company that operates the system) explained that a defective weld for a fitting that connected two sections
of pipe to form a bend caused a crack to develop and grow undetected until the failure. Lawmakers were told
the company’s response team efforts will continue until the site is fully remediated, but not even an estimated
timeline for when that would be could be elicited from the company executive. According to U.S. Department
of Transportation data, this Keystone onshore spill was larger than all 22 previous spills caused by the
pipeline combined. In response to that, Kansas lawmakers are considering legislation that would force oil and
gas companies to forfeit their 10-year tax exemptions if their pipelines spill or leak within that time frame.

The Kansas House Tax Committee has started to rework the package of tax bills sent to them by the
Senate this week, with their goal being to reduce the proposed $1 billion annual price tag. The committee
chair said their revised version will likely retain language aimed at reducing taxes on Social Security benefits
and could include a less expensive version of the flat tax.

The Senate Federal and State Affairs Committee has tabled a bill that would allow a doctor to sign off
on a patient using marijuana products to treat 21 illnesses or conditions, including cancer, epilepsy, spinal
cord injuries, and PTSD with no plans to revisit it this year. Thirty-seven states now allow the medical use of
marijuana, but Kansas law enforcement officials opposed legalization in the only testimony heard by the
members before this decision was made. Meanwhile, this same committee is considering a measure that
would allow grocery stores, restaurants, and liquor stores to continue delivering alcoholic beverages to
customers’ homes either directly or via delivery services such as DoorDash or GrubHub. Delivery restrictions
were lifted in Kansas and across the country during the height of the pandemic and 30 states have already
made the ordinance permanent. The bill would require an ID check to confirm the customer is 21 years old



or older.

Kansas Could Get A New State Park In Allen County. Representative Gardner introduced a bill on
behalf of the Kansas Department of Wildlife and Parks to make Lehigh Portland Park near Iola our 28th state
park. The property is a mix of woodlands, meadows, and native prairie that includes a lake and 14 miles of
trail along the banks of Elm Creek.

The Senate Committee on Federal & State Affairs has narrowly advanced legislation introduced 6
weeks ago that would criminalize any restriction, censorship, or suppression of information endorsed by social
media companies in their terms of service. Kansans would be required to report all such instances they
encounter to the Attorney General’s office where each submission would be handled individually. The bill
would also afford Kansans the opportunity to seek private action against the companies that would include
statutory damages of no less than $75K for each instance for actual damages, punitive damages, and/or
other equitable relief. Opponents believe this would cost millions just to cover the legal fees the state would
incur when it is inevitably sued for violating private business rights, not to mention the expense to cover the
additional workload. They also expressed concern that there were no exceptions, not even for explicit
violence or pornography of any kind.

The Sunflower Education Equity Act was passed in the House with a vote of 64-61. The proposed
measure would give families who prefer to homeschool or send their children to private schools the option to
sign up for an account that would give them $5K in state tax funds per student annually. There was
bipartisan opposition to the plan focused on concerns that the legislation would create a second, unregulated,
and unaccountable private education system with an undetermined fiscal note funded by taxpayers who will
never use it. Due to substantial changes to the original bill, it was returned to the Senate where it has yet to
be determined by whom it will be heard.

The University of Kansas Institute for Policy and Social Research has released a new report that
shows a continuing divide between rural and urban areas when it comes to broadband access. Officials
recently distributed nearly $50 million in federal funds to improve broadband access in Kansas, but
researchers say the state still is not getting its share of federal money because federal maps undercount the
number of people without access. One million Kansans live in places that lack access to high-speed
broadband because the private sector often does not want to build into unprofitable sparsely populated areas
which explains why rural Kansas residents usually pay more money and get slower internet speeds.

Another Mystery Company Wants To Build In Kansas. This time it would be a state-of-the art facility
that would process and pack beef into retail-ready products. The proposed location would be in southwest
Olathe. A request for $257 million in industrial revenue bonds was submitted to Olathe’s city council by a
large accounting firm that was not at liberty to divulge the name of their client. If approved, the project
would start by employing 700 workers to complete construction.




