
UNDERSTANDING PROPERTY TAXES
Property taxes in Kansas rose 164% over the past 11 years in an economy with an inflation rate 
of 49.5%. In response, the Senate Assessment and Taxation Committee claims to be increasing 
transparency with a new bill regarding property taxes. Under the bill, governing bodies would 
calculate a certified tax rate that would be posted online. No tax rate in excess of the certified 
rate could be adopted unless public notice was, by mail, made in advance of a mandated public 
hearing. This would apply to all taxing districts or subdivisions receiving more than $5,000 from 
annual property tax revenue. Many opposing the measure support efforts for transparency but 
worry about the lack of clarity in the process. Meanwhile, Democrats have said that the 
requirements in SB 294 appear to be an overreach. 

COMPETITIVE KANSAS ENERGY
The Kansas Energy Council was disbanded in 2008, and since then, the Kansas Corporation 
Commission has been responsible for regulating utilities. International consultants, London 
Economics International recently completed a study of Kansas’ electric rates, rate-setting 
process, utility profits, expenditures, and renewable energy resources. In order to be more 
competitive, their report to the Legislature suggests that Kansas embrace a comprehensive plan 
to guide energy policy. In response, Governor Laura Kelly plans to create an independent state 
energy office, outside of the KCC, to work on policy development and planning. This office would 
form an energy marketplace, promote wind power, and research energy efficiency programs, 
among other outcomes. This office would open July 1 unless the Senate or House takes action 
on the order of reorganization.

MEAT ALTERNATIVES, WHERE’S THE BEEF?
Words like meat, pork, chicken, turkey, jerky, steak, hamburger, wings and 15 other words 
could be banned from the labels of packaged meat alternative products if House Bill No. 2437 
passes this session. Supporters of the ban said packaging of meat alternatives confuses 
consumers by using meat-related terms. The Kansas livestock industry argues the bill would 
ensure fair competition at a time when more consumers are turning to plant-based and other 
alternative products. The key opposing argument is that dictating marketing language violates 
free speech. Twenty six states have introduced similar labeling bills, many of which have been 
challenged in court.



THE WAY “FORWARD” BECOMES CLEARER
Kansas Department of Transportation Secretary Julie Lorenz presented a long-range highway 
plan, called “Forward”, addressing infrastructure needs and a list of projects that acknowledging 
that community needs changed over time. What makes this plan unique is that it identifies and 
deploys major projects every two years, as opposed to a single decade long manifesto. 
Currently, there is no active highway plan, and no “shovel-ready” projects in the funnel. “We 
don’t have anything identified and in development,” Lorenz said. “That is quite frankly a stupid 
place for our state to be.” The majority of KDOT’s funding comes from statewide sales tax. Over 
the past 10 years, $2 billion of that funding has been “swept” into the state general fund. This is 
the year lawmakers must consider BOTH the end to those funding sweeps AND adopt a new 
highway plan.

VOTING CENTERS DELAYED
Republican lawmakers want to force Secretary of State Scott Schwab to implement a 2019 law 
allows voters to choose their polling location, rather than having locations assigned. But they’re 
not alone. Senate Minority Leader Anthony Hensley considering legal action. House Majority 
Whip Blake Carpenter, Vice-Chairman of the Elections Committee, is drafting a bill give 
implantation authority to county commissions directly. Sedgwick County Commissioner Jim 
Howell is frustrated because the law was intended for the 2020 election. “Now we are eight or 
nine months later and he hasn’t written any rules and regulations yet. Why?” Howell asked. 
Schwab says it’s complicated. Different counties have different poll books, different voting 
machines, different vendors, and different network connectivity. Once the regulations are 
written, the follow up review can take over two months.

STAR BOND SUNSET APPROACHES
The Sales Tax Revenue (STAR) Bond program will sunset June 30. However, Kansas Secretary of 
Commerce David Toland has proposed legislation to reauthorize it for an additional five years 
with a significant change. Toland’s proposal includes provisions for corporate headquarters, 
hospitals, and an overall broadened definition of tourism to anything that brings people to 
Kansas. The University of Kansas Health System, and its lack of commercial development, is a 
key example.  Sen. Julia Lynn, an Olathe Republican, wants to see a thorough study on the 
effectiveness of STAR bonds before approving any major changes. “My preference would be to 
let it sunset so we would have time to regroup,” she said. “I know a lot of people are not going 
to be happy about that.” STAR bonds allow cities to sell bonds for upfront capital for various 
projects; the bonds are paid via the project sales tax collections over the following 20 years. The 
Commerce Department is the sole STAR bonds authority. One of the bonds’ most successful 
projects was the Kansas Speedway. But the last 16 projects have been more routine with less 
dynamic influence: soccer fields, shopping centers, and quality of life projects. Other proposed 
changes to STAR Bonds include internal feasibility studies, a $75 million project minimum, and 
allowing rural communities to qualify with a lower threshold. Rep. Jan Kessinger, an Overland 
Park Republican, is open to new ideas but wants to see more accountability. 


