
YOU COULD HEAR FIREWORKS YEAR ROUND
The Kansas Senate Committee on Federal and State Affairs is considering a bill to allow year-
round fireworks sales in the hope of creating more revenue for the state. The bill proposes to 
repeal the statewide ban on bottle rockets. However, city and county ordinances will still 
determine just when it is legal to shoot fireworks year-round. The committee plans to work on 
the bill for several days before sending it to the full Senate by next week.

THE ANTI-VAX MOVEMENT RETURNS TO THE STATEHOUSE
A large group attended a House Committee on Education hearing where Kansas Representative 
Steve Huebert introduced legislation that would give lawmakers more input on vaccinations 
required for K-12 students. Currently, vaccination requirements are decided by the Kansas 
Department of Health and Environment Secretary. Proponents of the bill alleged that KDHE was 
requiring too many potentially harmful vaccinations for students. Dr. Randy Schumacher, a 
Pediatrician and vaccine researcher at Stormont Vail Hospital is an opponent of the bill who 
believes decisions on what vaccinations are mandatory for school-aged children should not 
involve lawmakers and should remain regulated by KDHE. The bill does include provisions for 
emergencies where the KDHE secretary would not need permission from the legislature. The 
meeting was just to hear testimony with no decisions made on the bill.

FUNDAMENTAL RIGHT TO ABORTION UNDER DEBATE
A proposed anti-abortion amendment to the state constitution was passed by the Senate and the 
House failed to approve the measurel. The proposed amendment would overturn the state 
Supreme Court’s decision last year that declared access to abortion a fundamental right under 
the state's Bill of Rights by declaring that the constitution doesn't secure a right to abortion and 
allowing lawmakers to enact restrictions as they have in the past. The proposed amendment 
would allow legislators to regulate abortions in cases of rape, incest and even when a woman's 
life is in danger, to the extent permitted by federal court decisions. Critics have called that 
language extreme. GOP supporters of the bill need a two-thirds majority in the House for it to 
pass and go on the August primary ballot. They were four votes short in the final vote. Senate 
President Susan Wagle has gone so far as to vow to block all consideration for Medicaid 



expansion until this amendment passes. If the proposal makes it to a statewide ballot in August, 
a simple majority of voters would change the state constitution.

KANSAS BLACK LEGISLATIVE DAY
Governor Kelly issued a Proclamation that February 13th is Kansas Black Legislative Day. 
Current African-American Legislators in the State Capitol are, Senator Oletha Faust-Goudeau, 
Senator David Haley, Representative Barbara Ballard, Representative Valdenia Winn, 
Representative Willie Dove, Representative Gail Finney, Representative Broderick Henderson, 
and Representative K.C. Ohaebosim.  The first African American man elected to the Kansas 
House of Representatives was Alfred Fairfax in 1888. The first African-American woman elected 
to Kansas House of Representatives was Barbara Ballard in 1993. The first African-American men 
elected to the Kansas Senate was Curtis McClinton Sr. and George Haley in 1960 and the first 
African-American woman elected to the Kansas Senate was Oletha Faust-Goudeau in 2008.

MEDICAID EXPANSION RALLY
A rally in support of Medicaid expansion in Kansas was held at the State House Thursday. Lt. 
Governor Rogers was the keynote speaker. He was followed by Governor Kelly and Senate 
Majority Leader Jim Denning announcing a bipartisan supported expansion proposal that would 
give an estimated 150,000 Kansans access to the healthcare they wouldn’t otherwise be able to 
afford.

CDBG GRANT EXPANDS FOR KANSAS
Kansas Secretary of Commerce David Toland announced a total of $17,486,103 in federal funds 
is being made available through Community Development Block Grants this year. CDBG funds 
are one of Commerce’s primary tools in supporting the state’s small, predominantly rural 
communities. Each of the 39 communities awarded grants have populations less than 50,000, all 
presented plans for projects to make improvements toward water and wastewater systems, 
streets, facilities, and housing and all are contributing matching funds for their projects. Here are 
some examples:

• The City of Concordia will receive $561,660 to make city-wide sanitary sewer and storm 
sewer improvements

• The City of Miltonvale will receive $35,212 to complete a demolition project

• The City of Solomon will receive $600,000 to make city-wide water distribution system 
improvements

• The City of Marion will receive $600,000 to make water distribution improvements 
throughout the city

• The City of Belleville will receive $175,000 to purchase a new Standard Pumper Fire Truck




