
PROGRAMS ARE NOT FINDING PROGRESS
The Kansas House Energy, Utilities and Telecommunications Committee and the House 
Appropriations Committee voted this week to recommend against the Governor's reorganization 
proposals aimed at improving access to social services and for developing a state energy plan.  
Kansas is one of only three states nationally that houses its energy office with utility regulators, 
which limits what it can do to develop new policy. The Energy Committee chose to ignore a 
recent $309,000 House backed study by London Economics International that recommended 
Kansas develop an energy plan as soon as possible. The proposed new Department of Human 
Services, which would have brought together the Department for Children and Families, 
Department for Aging and Disability Services and the juvenile services division of the 
Department of Correction to give Kansans a single point of access to social services would have 
been be run by Laura Howard, who has already been overseeing DCF and KDADS, had the 
committees not rejected the plan in part because many members felt a better approach would 
be through a bill that can be amended rather than an executive reorganization order.  Also this 
week Senate President Susan Wagle continued to refuse to bring Medicaid expansion to the floor 
until the constitutional amendment relating to abortions is passed and put on the ballot this 
summer. She also pulled 13 bills off the debate calendar and sent them back to committees. 

UNIONS FACE COMMITTEE CHALLENGE
The Senate Commerce Committee advanced legislation known as the employee freedom bill that 
would allow teachers and other public employees who voluntarily join a union to leave the union 
at any time. Some unions require a one-year membership, with dues taken out of paychecks 
throughout the year. Under the new legislation, employees could halt those payments 
immediately by sending a single email to their employer.

COMMERCE WANTS TO EASE MOVE TO KANSAS
The Senate Commerce Committee adopted a bill amended by Senator Gene Suellentrop that 
forces licensing boards to hasten the process for receiving a professional certification or license 
for individuals moving to Kansas from out of state, as well as soldiers, their spouses, and 
veterans. To allow for a more standardized procedure and a more rapid and friendly application 
process, a background check by the Kansas Bureau of Investigation would no longer be required 
before granting a license. The bill would require boards to issue a license for military service 
members and their spouses within 15 days after an application is completed. For veterans and 
individuals moving into Kansas, the time frame would be 45 days. The current standard is 60 
days. The Senate panel advanced the motion with a favorable recommendation on a voice vote 
without opposition. Similar legislation has already advanced in the House.



POWER POLE DUE PROCESS
Kansas House Representative Gail Finney’s amendment to expand the authority of the Kansas 
Corporation Commission to regulate the placement of transmission lines in cities passed this 
week. It would require the KCC to consider population density, location and aesthetics in siting 
decisions. The bill was inspired by the 75 105-foot-tall Evergy poles placed in residential front 
yards of a low-income Wichita neighborhood. While it won’t alter that situation, it will create a 
form of due process for property owners in the future by requiring a siting permit.  A 2018 
project initiated by Westar Energy, which now operates as Evergy, paid homeowners in an 
economically depressed area up to $2k for easements to place the huge poles with no 
consideration for the damage that would be done to their property values. Evergy publicly 
apologized during a legislative hearing in 2019 and donated $1.2 million to a community fund. 
The amendment was attached to House Bill 2585, which involved the KCC and retail sales of 
electricity through vehicle charging stations. The amended bill was approved 123-2 but has yet 
to clear the Senate and be signed by the Governor.

SENATE SUPPORTS TAX TRANSPARENCY
With strong bipartisan support, the Kansas Senate unanimously approved legislation this week 
that will require local governments to hold hearings and vote to accept extra revenues coming 
from increased property values even if the property tax rate remained steady. Under this new 
legislation, the property tax rate for local governments would be adjusted to bring in the same 
amount of revenue as it did the year before. A vote and hearing would be required to take in 
more money. This bill does not stop property tax increases, it is intended to make increases 
more transparent. Local governments will be required to send notices to taxpayers providing 
them with information that includes the revenue needed to fund their budgets, the proposed 
percentage change in the tax rate and the appraised and assessed property values. The bill does 
not include school districts. It also removes the property tax lid, which generally requires voters 
to approve city and county property tax increases higher than inflation from the previous year.

OPPORTUNITY ZONES
State commerce officials released their review of the state’s Rural Opportunity Zone program, 
which started in 2012 offering a mix of tax cuts and student loan assistance to encourage people 
to relocate to one of 77 rural counties. The program allowed the state to join with eligible 
counties or participating employers within them to repay 20% of an outstanding student loan for 
college graduates and waived Kansas income taxes for five years for those who moved to one of 
those eligible counties. Only seven counties saw population increases, Scott, Logan, Kiowa, 
Sheridan, Gray, Anderson, and Linn, with the largest being only 2.5%. Of the 522 people who 
have received student loan subsidies, only 155 moved to Kansas from out of state. The rest just 
moved from one county to another. In a survey, 83% said they would have moved to their 
county of residence regardless of the financial incentives and nearly 70% said the incentives 
were not the reason they stayed in Kansas. The tax waivers have cost the state about $8 million 
and student loan relief about $5.7 million. 

Sports Betting
The Kansas Senate voted 23-15 to approve sports betting at four state-owned casinos and on 
mobile apps after a debate that spanned the morning and most of the afternoon on Wednesday.  
Kansas would become the 21st state to allow sports wagering.  Officials estimate between $2.1 
million to $3.5 million income would be generated for the state, potentially growing to about 
$5.3 million within five years. The bill imposes a 7.5% tax on sports wagering at the casinos and 
a 10% tax for online betting with 2% of the total to be devoted to problem gambling issues.  
The Senate bill is very different from one that has been introduced in the House. The House bill 
taxes sports betting at 14% at the casino and 20% online. The House bill would allow sports 
betting on-site at the state’s four casinos and 1,200 lottery retailers, including convenience 
stores. The Senate bill, meanwhile, limits on-site sports wagering to the state’s four casinos. The 



House bill also designates that official sports league data be used for in-play wagering such as 
betting on balls and strikes, quarterback sacks and errors or turnovers. Supporters of using 
league data say it will ensure consistency for bettors. Critics say it forces the industry to buy 
data from a single source designated by the state.


