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SCHOOL FUNDING 
BUDGET PASSES 

 

Kansas Attorney General Derek 

Schmidt warned lawmakers in a 

letter Friday that each additional 

day that goes by without their 

passing a school funding budget 

further damages the state’s ability 

to prepare a proper defense to 

present to the State Supreme 

Court. He reminded them that 

they are well beyond his 

recommended deadline of March 

1st and implored them to not 

adjourn without finishing this 

legislation, so he can review it 

before the Court’s April 30th 

deadline for filing motions. State 

lawmakers took heed of his 

words and finally agreed to pass 

a $525 million increase in annual 

K-12 school funding, phased in 

over five years. It is a 

compromise that kept the 

House’s funding increase of $500 

million but added the new money 

for special education and for 

more students to take a version  

 

 

 

of the ACT exam wanted by the 

Senate. The House passed it  

63-56, the exact minimum votes 

necessary, Saturday afternoon. 

The Senate passed it 21-19, the 

exact minimum votes necessary, 

at 12:20 a.m. Sunday morning. 

Senate President Susan Wagle, 

worked with a group of 

conservatives to defeat the 

House bill, but came up two 

votes shy. She believes the 

funding package won’t satisfy 

the lawsuit plaintiff school 

districts or meet the expectations 

of the Supreme Court. Governor 

Jeff Colyer immediately issued a 

statement saying he is confident 

the plan is affordable and 

sustainable without a tax 

increase and that he intends to 

sign the bill immediately. At the 

end of all the action, the House 

and Senate adjourned until April 

26. Now the Attorney General’s 

office must come up with a 

strategy to convince the Kansas 

Supreme Court that this budget 

adequately & constitutionally 

funds the state’s public schools. 

After the Supreme Court 

receives the Legislature’s plan, 

the Court will hold oral 

arguments and eventually rule 

on what the lawmakers came up 

with this weekend. 

 



 
 

Capitol Highlights is a 
weekly legislative 
summary of recent 

Kansas government, and 
other statewide news, 
gathered and compiled 

independently by 
Pinegar, Smith & 

Associates from news 
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HOUSE AND 
SENATE ADJOURN 

The House, then the Senate 
adjourned after midnight, 
Saturday, April 7th after the 
Senate was essentially force 
to accept a $525 million, five-
year K-12 funding package 
that was dramatically different 
and almost twice the price of 
the Senate's K-12 product. 
Most of the evening was 
spent watching Senate 
leadership blast the bill sent to 
it Saturday morning as a 
debatable but non-amendable 
motion to concur in House 
amendments. After more than 
two hours of debate which 
ended just before midnight, 
the Senate passed the K-12 
bill 21-19, sending it to the 
governor for consideration. 
Both House and Senate 
reconvene at 10 a.m. on April 
26. 
 

SPORTS BETTING IN 
KANSAS 

The U.S. Supreme Court is 

expected to make a ruling 

soon that would strike down a 

25-year-old federal law that 

prohibits sports gambling 

outside of Nevada, allowing 

individual states to decide for 

themselves whether fans 

should be permitted to wager 

on games. In anticipation of 

 

 

that decision the Senate 

Federal and State Affairs 

Committee considered a slate 

of bills, some that would 

legalize sports betting in 

casinos and others that would 

allow online gambling. Leagues 

that oppose sports 

bookmaking, like the NCAA, 

could opt out. These are 

measures that would open new 

revenue streams for the state 

sports leagues by legitimizing 

and thus putting out of 

business the current illegal 

underground market for 

gamblers. Attorney Kevin 

Fowler, representing Kansas 

casinos, expressed concern 

that no restrictions for gambling 

on high school or youth 

athletes have been included in 

any of the bills to date. He also 

noted that the legislation 

requires nothing back from the 

major sports leagues for their 

quarter-% of betting revenue, 

rhetorically asking: “What do 

we get in return? What are they 

required to do for Kansas in 

exchange for that fee?” 
  

TEACHERS FILL THE 
AUDIENCE 

Wave after wave of educators 

wearing red shirts gathered 

outside Senate and House 

chambers after adjourning from 

the Kansas National Education 

Association Conference that was 

held in Topeka. The educators 

voiced their support for a 

compromise school funding plan 

the House adopted, taking their 

cue from KNEA to politely 

encourage senators to embrace 

the package because the 

proposed additional $525 million 

 

 

 was the best they could hope for 

at this time. As the Senate was 

busy debating a tax bill, House 

members made their way through 

the crowd which covered most of 

the third floor to a round of 

applause as every representative 

passed by.  
 

NEW TAX BILL 
The Kansas Senate voted 24-16 

to send a tax bill through to the 

House that would increase the 

state’s standard income tax 

deduction by 25% - delivering as 

much as $500 million to taxpayers 

over the next five years. Under the 

bill, the standard income tax 

deduction in Kansas would 

increase from $3,000 to $3,750 for 

individuals, $5,500 to $6,875 for 

heads of household and $7,500 to 

$9,375 for married taxpayers filing 

jointly. Another provision in the bill 

would raise the deduction for 

medical expenses, mortgage 

interest and property taxes from 

50% to 75% in 2018 then 100% in 

2020. Additionally, taxpayers will 

be allowed to claim as expensing 

deductions any cost of tangible 

property and computer software 

retroactive to tax year 2017. An 

amendment was also passed to 

grant a 50% state tax credit for 

donations earmarked towards the 

Eisenhower Presidential Library’s 

exhibit renovations. The bill would 

also reform state law to allow 

Kansans to itemize deductions 

regardless of whether they choose 

to itemize or take the standard 

deduction on their federal tax 

form. And the legislation would 

allow state taxation of foreign 

income from businesses that 

repatriate that cash to the United 

States.  

 

 



 

NEW COMMISSION 
MEMBER 

Governor Colyer’s nominee 

Dwight Keen has earned the 

endorsement of the Senate 

Utilities Committee to fill 

a vacancy on the 3-member 

Kansas Corporation 

Commission after he 

announced his decision to 

step away from managing The 

Winfield Oil Company while 

serving on the regulatory 

commission. Keen who has 

previously served on the 

Kansas Board of Tax Appeals 

and Kansas Security 

Commission in addition to his 

work in the oil and gas 

industry said he is interested 

in developing policies to 

protect resources without 

inhibiting energy production. 

The KCC is responsible for 

oversight and regulation of 

natural gas, electricity, 

telephone and transportation 

vendors. The mission is to 

provide safe, adequate and 

reliable services to residential 

and commercial customers 

statewide.  Keen was formally 

confirmed by the full Senate 

by a 40-0 vote, to fill the slot 

vacated by commissioner Pat 

Apple.  
 

AQUIFER SUMMIT 
Colorado State University’s 

Ogallala CAP Project has 

organized the first Ogallala 

Aquifer Summit to bring 

together for 2 days many 

stakeholders from the eight 

states that pull water from the 

Ogallala-High Plains Aquifer. 

They hope to foster a 

conversation between 

producers, policy makers,  

 

conservationists, tribal leaders 

about future interstate 

cooperation, conservation, 

policy creation, and more while 

sharing current policies and 

procedures, new discoveries 

and scientific data. Kansas 

speakers will include Secretary 

of Agriculture Jackie McClaskey 

and Kansas Center for 

Agricultural Resources Director 

Dan Devlin. Kansas farmers 

and representatives from the 

Kansas Water Office and the 

Office of Congressman Roger 

Marshall will also be in 

attendance. Participants from 

CO, NE, NM, OK, SD, TX, WY 

will also speak. 
 

FLAT PLATES 
The Kansas Department of 

Revenue announced the state 

will now print flat state license 

plates for newly registered 

vehicles on demand rather 

than preprinting embossed 

plates and keeping them in 

stock which had been the 

process since the first license 

plate was created in 1913.  

The plates will be mailed to the 

vehicle owners. It is hoped the 

modernization and 

streamlining will provide more 

effective service for Kansans 

at the best price. 
 

ELECTION 
TECHNOLOGY 

In 2006 cyber-experts, 

including a team from the 

nation’s premier technology 

standards-setting lab warned 

that hackers could plant vote-

altering malware in electronic 

machines, but an obscure 

federal agency charged with 

issuing election guidelines for 

state and local officials  

 

rejected those findings in 2007. 

Only now, 11 years later, are they 

taking steps to correct that error in 

judgement which has resulted in 

14 states across the country, 

including Kansas, still using old 

touch-screen voting machines that 

lack a paper record.  Election 

officials in those states have been 

made aware that they are 

vulnerable to hackers and 

potential rigging of elections 

without detection.  
 

STREAMLINED 
REGISTRATIONS 

Kansas launched an online 

system for renewing vehicle 

registrations to streamline 

government - to make it more 

modern, more effective, more 

efficient and more accessible by 

placing routine government 

transactions within reach of 

people using cellphones, tablets 

and computers. This self-service 

avenue for vehicle registration 

relies on a digital platform that is 

expected to be deployed later to 

improve convenience of voter 

registration and access to official 

vital records. The technology is 

made available through PayIt, 

which has provided the K-TAG 

application for Kansas Turnpike 

users since 2014. Vehicle 

registration transactions 

completed this way will be 

encrypted and require consumers 

to pay a $2 fee. The transactions 

will be secure, quick and 

convenient. Users of the system 

will be able to receive status 

updates of state government 

services through email alerts and 

notifications. The state performs 

about 2.5 million vehicle 

registration renewals annually.  
 


