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SCHOOL FUNDING 
LEGISLATION 

 

A House committee has 
advanced HB 2445 that would 
add an estimated $522 million in 
new funding for public schools, 
spread out over five years. It 
would add a little more than $29 
million in new base state aid 
money for the upcoming 2018-
2019 school year, on top of the 
$98 million in new money that 
lawmakers approved last year. 
Then it would gradually increase 
base per-pupil aid over the 
ensuing four years until it reaches 
$4,718 per-pupil in the 2022-
2023 school year. That's up from 
the current aid amount of $4,006 
per pupil. After voting to pass the 
bill, Representative Ed Trimmer 
reiterated that he does not think it 
will pass the constitutional 
gauntlet the Kansas Supreme 
Court has thrown down before 
them.  However, Governor Colyer 
released an optimistic statement 
stating that he had been meeting 
with education leaders and 
lawmakers over the last couple of  

 

 
weeks and that he's confident they 
can reach an agreement that ends 
school finance lawsuits. He said 
he expects a bill on his desk 
before legislators leave Topeka at 
the end of next week. 

CRIMINAL IMPACT ON 
LICENSURE 

The Senate debated HB 2386 
designed to change the amount of 
time a person with certain criminal 
convictions must wait before 
qualifying to secure a professional 
license, certification or registration 
to gain employment in Kansas. 
This bill would require the five-
year clock to begin at conclusion 
of a sentence rather than five 
years after a conviction. Currently, 
state law says licensing agencies 
may disqualify a person based on 
records of a crime committed at 
any point in their life. The bill 
exempts several entities, including 
the Kansas Highway Patrol, 
Kansas Commission on Peace 
Officers’ Standards and Training, 
Board of Accountancy and 
Behavioral Sciences Regulatory 
Board. It also exempts from the 
new rule a profession that has an 
educational requirement for 
licensure requiring a degree 
beyond a bachelor’s degree. 
Exceptions to the five-year rule 
are convictions that are a class A 
misdemeanor, felony, sexually 
violent crimes or convictions that 
conflict with federal law. 
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INTENSE GUN 
LEGISLATION 

DEBATE 
Just days after thousands of 
people across Kansas rallied 
and marched to demand 
stricter gun control laws, HB 
2789 was introduced in the 
Federal and State Affairs 
Committee then promptly 
referred to the Insurance 
Committee, which quickly 
scheduled a 2-hour hearing. 
Known as the Staff as First 
Emergency Responders, or 
SAFER Act, the bill would 
authorize school districts to 
allow any staff members - who 
wish to do so - to conceal-carry 
their personal firearm to work if 
they have the appropriate 
licenses and permits and agree 
to undergo additional special 
training. The identity of district 
staff members carrying 
weapons would be confidential 
under the Kansas Open 
Records Act. This expands 
upon a 2013 Kansas law that 
granted school districts the 
authority to decide whether 
personnel could carry 
concealed firearms into school 
buildings. To date no Kansas 
district has done so. The bill 
includes a measure that would 
prevent insurance companies 
from refusing to issue a policy 
solely because the district 
allows concealed carry, nor 
could they charge unfair or 
discriminatory premiums and  

 
fees for those that choose to 
take part in the program. 
Additionally, the bill would create 
"rebuttable presumption" 
meaning districts that declined to 
allow staff to carry concealed 
weapons would be presumed 
negligent if sued in the aftermath 
of any violent school intrusion. 
Also, under this bill the NRA’s 
“Eddie Eagle” firearm training 
curriculum would be mandated in 
all Kansas public schools. The 
legislation however does not 
provide employee training in 
firearm safety nor outline 
conditions under which the right 
to carry could be revoked by a 
district. No vote was taken after 
the hearing.  

 

SWATTING BILL TO 
GOVERNOR COLYER 

The Kansas Senate affirmed with 
a unanimous vote this week to 
send HB 2581 to the Governor’s 
desk. The bill establishes felony 
charges for those who make fake 
emergency calls to police – a 
practice known as swatting - that 
leads to death or injury of the 
people targeted by the hoax. In 
swatting schemes, the objective 
is to trick a law enforcement 
agency into sending a Special 
Weapons And Tactics, or 
“SWAT”, unit to a nonexistent 
incident at a specific address. 
The law would make any false 
call for emergency help a felony 
if the caller uses a fake identity or 
electronically masks their 
identity. The Senate granted first-
round approval of the bill, which 
is identical to the version 
approved unanimously by the 
House.  The bill, known as the 
Andrew Finch Act named after 
the innocent Kansan killed during 
this type scenario, is expected to 
pass on final action soon, after 
which Governor Colyer will have 
10 days after receiving the 
legislation to sign or veto it. 
 

 

 
SCHOOL SECURITY 
INFRASTRUCTURE 

HB 2773 passed on a 119-5 vote 
and heads next to the Senate for 
consideration. The legislation 
provides $300,000 to the Kansas 
Department of Education to 
implement the measures to 
upgrade infrastructure to slow or 
thwart a school shooter intrusion, 
plus $5 million in matching grants 
for districts to purchase equipment 
like security cameras and metal 
detectors, or to outfit classrooms 
with thicker doors and blast-
resistant glass. The bill also 
requires school districts to work 
with local law enforcement and 
state agencies to develop 
guidelines to prepare and respond 
to a mass shooting incident. Also 
included is a recommendation – 
not a requirement - that schools 
add the NRA’s “Eddie Eagle” 
firearm educational video program 
to their curriculums at all grade 
levels. If passed school districts 
would be required to have their 
new safety plans in place by 
January 1st, 2019. 
 

STATE FAIR MAY 
MOVE 

HB 2790 was introduced in to open 
the door for the possibility of the 
Kansas State Fair moving out of 
Hutchinson. The bill would require 
the Kansas State Fair Board to 
issue a request for proposals from 
other cities in the state to host the 
annual event. If passed, the State 
Fair Board would submit a report 
detailing the results of the request 
for proposals to the House 
Agriculture and Natural Resources 
Budget Committee, House 
Appropriations Committee and 
Senate Ways and Means 
Committee on or before Jan. 11, 
2020. Chair of the Agriculture and 
Natural Resources Budget 
Committee Representative Don 
Schroeder introduced the bill but 
stressed that he does not believe  
 



 
the bill is on a path to pass 
this year. 
 

REVENUE 
SURPLUS PLANS 

The Kansas Senate delivered 
first-round approval of HB 
2472 that would dedicate 
unexpected surplus state 
income tax revenue between a 
“rainy day” savings account, 
repayment of a 2017 loan from 
the state’s Pooled Money 
Investment Board and 
liabilities related to the state 
pension system.  
 

NEW HUNTING 
FEES 

Kansas Senators moved to 
final action Senate Bill 301, 
which would require hunting 
guides and outfitters to pay a 
$100 fee and register on the 
website of the Kansas 
Department of Wildlife, Parks 
and Tourism. The registration 
system is intended to provide 
more information to 
landowners about commercial 
guides. 
 

ADJOURMENT 
DELAYED BY 

FUNDING DEBATES 
The Legislature’s regular 
session is currently slated to 
adjourn April 6th, with the 
lawmakers returning on April 
26th for the veto session. But 
leaders in both parties have 
said in recent days that they 
don’t plan to leave until a 
school funding bill passes. 
Both chambers must vote to 
adjourn, and most members 
have agreed to decline to do 
that and instead stay to get the 
job done. Bills introduced this 
year that fail to reach the floor 
for a vote will not be held over 
for the 2019 session. Until the 
session formally ends this 
spring, though, the possibility 
remains that language from a  

 
bill that failed to move forward 
can wind up inserted into 
another bill. Lawmakers note 
that nothing really dies in the 
Statehouse.  

 

STAR BOND 
APPLICATION 

REVIEW 

Senators voiced concern this 
week over the revolving 
leadership at the Kansas 
Department of Commerce and 
the sprawling application of 
Sales Tax Revenue Bonds. 
Senator Tom Holland called for 
a temporary ban on the use of 
STAR bonds to finance 
economic projects and Senator 
Molly Baumgardner proposed 
an amendment to prohibit the 
approval of STAR bonds until 
an appointment for Commerce 
Secretary is approved. Several 
interim leaders have run the 
department since the departure 
of Antonio Soave leaving the 
department with a lack of 
direction and accountability and 
causing them to struggle to 
provide information on current 
projects. While both efforts to 
restrict STAR bonds were 
voted down there was 
consensus among the Senators 
that the Governor needs to 
nominate a permanent 
Secretary of Commerce for 
them to approve in order to 
move forward with any type of 
economic development that 
obligates the state for 20 years 
per program. 
 

ACCOUNTABILITY 
FOR DCF 

After a 12-minute debate the 
Kansas House Judiciary 
Committee gave preliminary 
approval to a proposal that 
would require the Kansas 
Department for Children and 
Families to release details after 
the death of a child on whether 
the child had been reported to 
the state hotline and what, if  

 
any, services had been provided to 
the family.  The vote comes after 
the deaths of several Kansas 
children in the past several years. 
Lawmakers and child advocates 
across the state are insisting that 
more must be known about such 
cases, so the system improves, 
and other children are protected. 
 

MEDICAL MARIJUANA 
WILL NOT JOIN HEMP 
A 116-page amendment modeled 
on legislation that has passed in 
other states to legalize medical 
marijuana failed to pass in the 
House on a 54-69 vote despite 
several emotional testimonials 
regarding the therapeutic benefits 
for patients.  This measure would 
have amended SB 282 legalizing 
hemp oil with no THC as a 
medical treatment for a variety of 
conditions which did advance in 
the House on a voted 121-3 vote. 
The House also gave preliminary 
approval of a bill opening Kansas 
to research on industrial hemp 
plants. It would authorize the 
Kansas Department of Agriculture 
to work with state universities to 
explore potential of the alternative 
crop.  
 

NOXIUS WEED 
RESPONSIBILITY 

The Kansas Senate endorsed HB 
2853 that would transfer noxious 
weed classification from the 
Legislature to the Secretary of 
Agriculture and an advisory board 
making them responsible for 
recommending which highly 
invasive plants are placed on the 
state’s noxious weed list and 
suggesting methods for 
eradicating those plants. If the bill 
becomes law, the secretary of the 
Kansas Department of Agriculture 
could only place a species on the 
list based on a recommendation 
by the advisory task force or 
within a framework created for 
rapid action on invasive crops in 
the event of a natural disaster. 


