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POTENTIAL INCOME 
FROM ONLINE SALES 

TAX  

 

The House Taxation Committee 
is considering endorsement of 
HB2756 that could, per U.S. 
Government Accountability Office 
estimates, bring an estimated 
$113 to $170 million a year in 
sales tax revenue to the state, by 
expanded authority to tax retail 
sales made over the internet. 
Currently, states are only allowed 
to tax sales from companies that 
have a physical presence in the 
state, but this bill represents an 
effort to get around that legal rule, 
essentially by declaring that any 
online retail website or 
smartphone app that is 
accessible to a Kansas user 
constitutes a kind of corporate 
presence in Kansas. Several 
other states have enacted similar 
legislation and the bill has 
bipartisan support here in Kansas 
as lawmakers struggle to find 
politically acceptable ways to 
raise new revenue. Such 
legislation would not have to be 
enacted if the U.S. Supreme 

 
 Court reverses their 25-year-old 
decision that strictly limits the 
ability of states to tax "remote" 
sales such as those made online. 
Kansas Attorney General Derek 
Schmidt signed onto a brief, along 
with 40 other state attorney 
generals that is urging the U.S. 
Supreme Court to do just that. The 
case is set for oral arguments on 
April 17th with a decision 
expected later this year.  
 

DUE PROCESS MAY 
RETURN TO 
TEACHERS 

HB2757 to restore employment 
due-process rights for Kansas 
public school teachers, was sent 
to the Senate on a vote of 73-48 
this week. However, Governor 
Colyer has previously indicated he 
won’t support the imposition of a 
statewide due-process procedure 
that was stricken from law in 2014, 
in part because about 80 school 
boards have already adopted 
some form of local independent 
review of administrative decisions 
to fire teachers. School anti-
bullying legislation also passed 
the House this week on a vote of 
120-1. Representative Michael 
Houser, the lone hold-out, said he 
was opposed to the perpetuation 
of bullying in schools but couldn’t 
vote for a bill that would force 
school districts to comply with 
another unfunded mandate 
imposed by state lawmakers that 
violates the principle of local 
control. 
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NO CONVENTION OF 
STATES TO BE HELD 
Senate Concurrent Resolution 
1611, that would have added 
Kansas to a list of states 
calling for a convention of 
states that would propose 
amendments to the U.S. 
Constitution reining in the 
powers of the federal 
government, did not receive 
the two-thirds majority needed 
for passage this week. A 
convention of states is one of 
two ways that Article 5 of the 
Constitution allows for 
proposing amendments. 
However, it has never been 
used, and all 27 amendments 
adopted since 1791 have been 
done through Congress. 
 

SCHOOL FUNDING 
THROUGH 

PROPERTY TAX 
The Taxation Committee 
heard opposition testimony 
from several sources this 
week on HB2740 that calls for 
raising the uniform property 
tax of 20 mills up to 38.43 mills 
over the next three years - a 
92% increase. When fully 
phased in this would generate 
an additional $670 million in 
revenue for schools - a small 
part of the nearly $5 billion the 
state spends on K-12 public 
education each year. 
Committee Chairman Steven 

 
Johnson said the bill was 
introduced largely to gauge 
public reaction to the idea of 
raising new revenue through 
property taxes. No one testified 
in favor of the bill. Lawmakers 
are now waiting on a new cost 
analysis being performed by 
consultants hired late last year. 
Their report, which is due by 
March 15th, will likely form the 
basis of whatever new school 
funding formula is adopted in 
2018. Leaders in both the 
House and Senate want to 
resolve this issue before they 
adjourn the regular part of the 
2018 session on April 6th. 
 

ORMAN NAMES 
RUNNING MATE 

Independent gubernatorial 
candidate Greg Orman 
announced this week that his 
running mate will be current 
Republican Senator John Doll - 
a 60-year-old former school 
teacher and Garden City 
mayor who has served two 
terms in the Kansas House. 
Doll will change his party 
affiliation to ‘independent’ to 
run on the ticket with Orman 
who has challenged special-
interest allegiances of both 
major political parties since 
launching his campaign for 
governor in late January. The 
men concede they will not 
agree on every issue but are 
committed to working together 
to find the best ideas for 
Kansas regardless of where 
they come from and will 
address the state’s most 
challenging issues without 
influence from party politics. 
The pair must collect 5,000 
registered voter signatures by 
August 6th to appear on the 
general election ballot in 
November. 
 

 
ECONOMIC INFO TO 

BE AVAILABLE 
The Kansas House has 
scheduled a final vote on HB2572 
that would require the Kansas 
Department of Commerce to 
provide detailed information on a 
website about economic 
development program 
agreements. The information is to 
be searchable online by industry, 
program and county. Supporters 
of the bill say it will strengthen 
current practices and set a 
framework for future analysis and 
evaluation. Information amassed 
in the new database would help 
legislators in 2019 work to reform 
the state’s economic 
development portfolio. 
 

SCHOOL SECURITY 
FUNDING 

In the shadow of the recent FL 
school massacre the Kansas 
House Republican leadership has 
offered an outline for a school-
safety proposal that includes $5 
million for infrastructure 
upgrades, development of 
statewide security standards, and 
authorization for firearm 
education all grade levels 
beginning in kindergarten. The 
funding would be allocated by the 
Legislature to the Kansas State 
Board of Education for 
distribution as grants and/or 
matching funds. The state board 
will be required to produce 
guidelines on staff and student 
training drills, building 
infrastructure, lock-down 
procedures, and safety-plan 
implementation, including 
guidelines for the security of 
buildings. These strategies would 
be crafted with assistance from 
the Kansas Bureau of 
Investigation, Kansas 
Department of Health and 
Environment. 
 



 

CONCEALED 
CARRY 

RECIPROCITY 
HB2042 has been sent out to 
the full Senate from the 
Federal and State Affairs 
Committee on a vote of 76-44. 
The “reciprocity bill” will allow 
people who have concealed 
carry permits issued by other 
states to legally carry 
concealed firearms in Kansas. 
The committee removed two 
amendments from the bill 
before the vote: one to lower 
the conceal carry age limit to 
18 and the other to prohibiting 
college and university 
administrators from barring 
concealed weapons on 
campuses. Kansas currently 
does not require people to 
have permits or undergo gun 
safety training to carry 
concealed firearms.  
 

EXPANDED LIMITS 
ON FIREARM 
OWNERSHIP 

The Kansas Senate Federal 
and State Affairs Committee, 
has sent House Bill 2145 to 
the full Senate with two 
amendments attached. The 
bill expands the list of people 
who are prohibited under 
state law from owning or 
possessing firearms to include 
those convicted of domestic 
violence, undocumented 
aliens, fugitives from justice, 
and people under restraining 
orders to prevent them from 
stalking or harassing 
someone else. The bill is 
intended to mirror federal law, 
making it easier for Kansas 
prosecutors to charge people 
with violations in state court 
instead of federal court. The 
first amendment changes the 
weapon classification of  

 
throwing stars. The second 
amendment permits the use of 
silencers on firearms that are 
wholly manufactured in 
Kansas. A third amendment to 
ban bump stock devices that 
enable a semi-automatic rifle to 
operate like a fully automatic 
weapon was withdrawn. 
Senator Barbara Bollier 
announced her plan to offer 
another amendment when the 
bill reaches the full Senate to 
enact a so-called "red flag" law 
that would enable courts to 
confiscate guns from people 
with mental health conditions 
that make them a danger to 
themselves and others. 
 

VOTER 
REGISTRATION 

TRIAL  
Kansas Secretary of State Kris 
Kobach defended his state's 
voter registration law this week 
in a federal lawsuit brought 
against him by the Voting 
Rights Project of the American 
Civil Liberties Union. the U.S. 
District Judge Julie Robinson 
must decide whether Kobach 
has legal authority to demand 
the documentation. The lawsuit 
requires Kobach to show that 
Kansas has a "substantial" 
problem of noncitizens 
registering to vote, and the 
definition of "substantial' is the 
central legal question of the 
case. Kobach argues the law is 
necessary to prevent voter 
fraud and says even a small 
number of noncitizens voting 
could sway a close election. 
Plaintiffs in the case say 
instances of noncitizens 
registering to vote are 
extremely rare and argue that 
such laws hurt voter 
registration efforts and 
disenfranchise minorities and 
college students who may not 
have the documentation readily 

 
available. Since the law took effect 
in 2013, about one in seven voter 
registration applications in Kansas 
was blocked for lack of proof of 
citizenship — with nearly half for 
people under the age of 30, 
according to court filings. 
Robinson in May 2016 temporarily 
blocked the law's implementation 
for people who register at driver 
licensing offices, a ruling that was 
upheld by the 10th Circuit Court of 
Appeals. 
 

DCF DETAILS HIDDEN 
Department for Children and 
Families Acting Secretary Gina 
Meier-Hummel met with the family 
of Evan Brewer – the 3-year-old 
Wichita boy whose body was 
found encased in concrete - 
before publicly releasing the 
information that someone in the 
state's child welfare agency 
altered records in the case to hide 
the fact that some of the 8 detailed 
abuse allegations reported to the 
agency were not forwarded to the 
social worker investigating the 
case which unquestionably lead-
up to the child’s death. 
Lawmakers created the task force 
last year to examine the state's 
foster care system. Its monthly 
meetings have disclosed that 
foster children slept in offices 
while waiting for placement. It also 
noted as many as 70 children are 
missing from the foster system at 
any given time. The agency is 
supporting HB 2728 that would 
require, after the death of a child, 
the secretary release the age and 
sex of the child, date of the 
fatality, a summary of previous 
reports to the agency and findings, 
as well as any recommendations 
of services provided. A hearing on 
the bill is set for next week before 
the House Judiciary Committee. 
Governor Colyer pledged Monday 
to reform the department and 
vowed additional transparency. 
 

 


