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TIGER GRANTS TO 
BENEFIT ALL 

KANSANS 

 

The Department of Transportation 
announced the TIGER grant 
program’s latest winners on March 
9th with Kansas coming out a 
winner once again. This round of 
the grant, known as TIGER 9, will 
help pay to replace 42 miles of 
track between Hutchinson, KS, and 
Las Animas, CO and to make 
infrastructure improvements along 
the New Mexico-owned portion of 
the Southwest Chief’s route in 
Santa Fe County, including 
eliminating an obsolete signaling 
system, replacing a broken and 
eroded culvert and installing new 
rail, ties, and rock-slide fence in an 
area known as the “Devil’s Throne.” 
In addition to the $16 million grant, 
$9,189,000 in local matching funds 
was provided by the transportation 
departments of Kansas, Colorado 
and New Mexico, plus communities 
and counties along the route, non-
governmental organizations, 
Amtrak and the Burlington Northern 
Santa Fe Railway. This newest 
TIGER grant funds work that builds 
upon previous construction from 
between 2015 and 2017, funded by  

 
 
TIGER 6 and 7 grants. TIGER 6 
contributed to track replacement and 
rehabilitation work on the La Junta 
Subdivision in Kansas and Colorado, 
involving the replacement of 60-year 
old rail, associated turnouts, and 
crossings. TIGER 7 continued the La 
Junta rehabilitation work while 
bringing New Mexico into the scope 
with tie replacement and trackwork 
along the state-owned section of the 
line east of Albuquerque, N.M. 
Those grants, sought by Kansas and 
Colorado in cooperation with local 
communities very likely saved the 
Southwest Chief from being 
rerouted. The Southwest Chief is 
more than just a transportation 
and/or vacation alternative for folks 
traveling across the county. It is an 
economic pipeline bringing 
thousands of visitors to the area, 
reviving the American 
entrepreneurial spirit that built this 
county and creating employment 
opportunities for the region’s 
flourishing tourist industry. 
Continued investment of the train 
serves the public well. Annual 
economic impact of the train has 
been calculated at $33M and 
approximately 400 jobs for the 
region. 
 

HELPING HANDS 
HELPED 

The Kansas House endorsed HB 
2516 – known as the “Good 
Samaritan” bill - which grants 
immunity from civil liability to a 
person who damages a vehicle to 
rescue a vulnerable human or 
animal trapped inside. Kansas joins 
18 other states that have already 
enacted similar legislation.  
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DROUGHT 
EMERGENCY 

Evidence of drought and 
moisture shortages in 
southwestern counties has 
motivated Governor Colyer to 
sign an executive order this 
week covering all 105 Kansas 
counties. In that order, 28 
counties were placed in 
emergency status, 29 in 
warning status and 48 in watch 
status. Wildfires are the most 
urgent concern at this point, but 
water supplies could be 
dramatically impacted in a very 
short period of time. In the past 
six months, the average 
precipitation in Kansas was 
66% of normal rates. To 
mitigate concerns, counties in 
the emergency zone would be 
eligible to draw additional water 
from certain state fishing lakes 
when necessary and the 
administration will begin the 
process of seeking permission 
for farmers or ranchers to cut 
hay or graze livestock on land 
enrolled in the federal 
conservation reserve program. 

 

FREE SPEECH 
DEFINITIONS 

Senate Bill 340 would have 
required state schools to enact a 
policy about student-on-student 
harassment, defined as 
“unwelcome conduct toward a 
person that is discriminatory on 
a basis prohibited by federal, 
state or local law and that is so 
severe, pervasive and 

 
objectively offensive that it 
effectively bars the victim’s 
access to an education 
opportunity or benefit.” 
However, the vote tied 20-20, an 
unexpected defeat after the 
legislation had easily won 
approval during a first-round 
voice vote earlier in the week.  
Since the Federal government, 
and the state of Kansas, has no 
law barring harassment based 
on sexual orientation or gender 
identity that wording seems to 
prohibit schools from enacting 
discipline for students who 
harass others based on those 
issues. Supporters of the 
legislation said the bill was 
needed to protect free speech 
on campus.  However, those 
who voted against the bill said it 
redefined student harassment 
too narrowly making it 
essentially a pro-discrimination 
bill. The Board of Regents, 
which governs public colleges 
and universities in Kansas, did 
not take a position on the bill. 
 

HIGHWAY 
EXPANSION 
ADVOCACY 

A coalition of city and county 
leaders from southwest Kansas 
urged the House Transportation 
Committee this week to consider 
funding to widen US-400 from 
Dodge City to Mullinville to 4 
lanes, or at the very least, 
expand the passing zones. 
Business development has 
prompted more commercial 
truck traffic and more people 
commuting to jobs on roads that 
were not built for that volume of 
vehicles. The Dairy Farmers of 
America’s milk drying plant 
receives 84 tanker loads daily – 
that alone has had a significant 
negative impact on the areas 
highway. The surge in traffic 
congestion along US-54, US-
400 and US-50 has also led to 
higher risk for crashes along 
roads that Seward County uses  

 
as bus routes. Deaths on these 
highways is devastating to 
surrounding communities and 
affects their quality of life. 
 

MEDICAID 
EXPANSION FAILS 

The Kansas House voted down 
SB 335 which included a Medicaid 
expansion amendment that would 
have covered an additional 
150,000 Kansans. Representative 
Scott Schwab said the bill failed to 
pass in part because lawmakers 
are convinced Governor Colyer 
will veto any Medicaid bills - even 
bills with broad bipartisan support 
- that do not include a reasonable 
method for the state to pay its 
share of the cost. About 90% of 
the expense for serving these 
individuals would have been paid 
for with federal funds. 
 

PREVENTING FUTURE 
FRAUD 

Kansas House members 
advanced HB 2527, which would 
make it a felony to sell, possess 
or use devices that use computer 
software programs on a memory 
stick or removable CD to distort 
electronic cash registers and 
other point-of-sale systems to 
artificially obscure the record of 
business sales to help avoid tax 
liability. As yet, there have been 
no reports of such devices being 
used in Kansas, but other states 
had experienced the problem and 
implemented similar legislative 
reforms. 
 

BODY CAM FOOTAGE 
RELEASE 

The Judiciary Committee 
advanced HB 2571, which would 
expand the list of people allowed 
to request access to law 
enforcement body camera and 
vehicle camera video. It would 
also require law enforcement 
agencies to release that video 
within 20 days after an arrest is 
 



 
made. The Senate 
Committee made only a 
technical amendment to the 
bill dealing with how 
requests to view or listen to 
such tapes are made. Before 
sending it to the Senate floor 
for further consideration. 
 

ASSET 
REASSESMENT 

The Judiciary Committee 
heard testimony on House 
Bill 2459 to reform the 
state's laws regarding civil 
asset forfeiture and seizure. 
Those laws allow law 
enforcement agencies to 
seize cash, vehicles and 
other property of criminal 
suspects if there is reason to 
believe those assets have a 
direct connection to criminal 
activity. Currently those 
assets are usually forfeited 
through a court order even if 
the owner is never convicted 
of any crime. The bill is 
supported by several 
groups, including the 
American Civil Liberties 
Union, the Kansas 
Association of Chiefs of 
Police and the Kansas 
County and District 
Attorneys Association. It 
passed out of the House by 
a vote of 110-7 and is 
expected to receive wide 
support in the Senate as 
well. 
 

RURAL MEDICINE 
SUPPORT 

The House Appropriations 
Committee approved adding 
$5.9 million to the current 
fiscal year’s budget, to 
restore funding for a 
program that places doctors 
in rural areas. The funding 
would benefit a Wichita-
based partnership that 
places medical students at 

 
hospitals across the state, with 
an emphasis on serving 
indigents and training future 
doctors in a variety of fields. 
Participants in the program 
make a three-year commitment 
but historically those who get 
their start in rural Kansas stay 
and open practices there. The 
committee also approved the 
funding for next year, when the 
total will be offset by $1.65 
million in matching funds. 
Funding for both years passed 
on voice votes. The state last 
provided support in 2010.  
 

REGULATING 
KANSAS ANIMALS 

The Senate Agriculture 
Committee modified provisions 
of a HB 2477 regulating Kansas 
pet breeders, shelters and 
rescue facilities. The House had 
included a no-notice mandate 
which passed 103-14 but the 
Senate committee voted to drop 
the section that ordered the 
Kansas Department of 
Agriculture to stop giving pet 
animal facilities in Kansas 
advance notice of inspections 
even though Midge Grinstead, 
Senior State Director for the 
Humane Society of the United 
States, said no other state in 
the country grants prior notice 
of inspection to small-animal 
licensees. Meanwhile, the 
Senate committee voted to 
impose the higher fees sought 
by the Kansas Department of 
Agriculture. The fee assessed 
to large-animal livestock 
producers in Kansas and those 
charged to state’s small-animal 
dog and cat facilities weren’t 
equitable. The animal disease 
program for livestock generates 
fees covering 81% of its budget, 
while fees for smaller animals 
cover only 55%. The House bill 
would require fees on pet 
animal shelters, rescues and  

 
foster homes to increase to pay 
about 75% of agency costs. 
 

GUN BILLS HAVE 
VARIED VOTES 

The Kansas Senate acted on 
several gun related issues this 
week: they rejected a proposal 
to impose a three-day waiting 
period before people can buy 
guns with a vote of 23-17;  they 
voted 27-13 against an 
amendment to increase the age 
for buying a rifle from 18 to 21;  
they essentially vetoed a 
proposal to make it illegal to use 
bump stocks to make semi-
automatic rifles mimic fully 
automatic ones with a 20-20 
vote. The Kansas Senate 
unanimously passed a bill to 
make it a felony under state law 
for anyone convicted of domestic 
violence to possess a firearm 
within five years of a conviction. 
The bill also prohibits felons from 
owning guns. The change would 
allow prosecutions in state 
courts rather than federal courts 
that may not have time for them. 
The also voted 25-15 on a bill 
clarifying rules for allowing 
people with permits to carry 
concealed guns in other states 
to carry concealed in Kansas.  
 

CHANGE IN POULTRY 
PLANTS 

The Kansas House gave final 
passage of Senate Bill 405 that 
would allow large, factory-scale 
poultry feeding operations to do 
business in Kansas by allowing 
farmers who use dry manure 
processing systems to raise up 
to one-third of a million birds in 
what are called confined animal 
feeding operations before they 
would need a state health 
permit. The 84-37 vote sent the 
bill to Governor Colyer office for 
his signature or veto. 


