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MEDICAID EXPANSION 
BILL ADVANCES 

 

 
The Kansas Senate Public Health 
and Welfare Committee advanced 
a bill this week that would expand 
the state’s Medicaid program to 
extend coverage to an estimated 
145,000 additional Kansans. 
Supporters of the bill say it is 
designed to have no net cost to the 
state. There was no vocal 
opposition in committee, but 
supporters admit the bill faces will 
face opposition from Republican 
leaders as well as the Governor. 
Senate leaders have already 
invoked a procedure to exempt the 
Medicaid expansion bill from the 
so-called “turnaround” deadline for 
the House and Senate to pass 
most of their own bills and send 
them to the other chamber, 
however Majority Leader Jim 
Denning, who controls what bills 
go on the Senate debate calendar 
noted he does not intend to allow 
any debate on Medicaid expansion 
until after the Legislature passes a 
long-term fix to the state’s school 
finance system. Under Senate 
rules, if leadership refuses to put a 

 
bill on the debate calendar, the 
full body can force the bill onto 
the calendar with a two-thirds 
majority vote — the same 
majority needed to override a 
veto. 
 

HOUSE MEMBERS 
WEIGH ECONOMIC 
INCENTIVE DATA 

Legislators considered HB2572, 
brought to the floor by 
Representative Kristey Williams 
– would require the state publish 
detailed information on all 
taxpayer-funded economic 
incentive programs in a user-
friendly format on the 
government KanView website. 
The bill would also establish a 
joint committee on taxpayer 
transparency. A 2017 study by 
the Tennessee Center for 
Economic Research placed 
Kansas in the bottom 11 states 
for transparency regarding data 
such as this. Dave Trabert, 
Kansas Policy Institute 
President, spoke in favor of the 
bill citing citizens have a right to 
know where their money is 
being spent and that public 
scrutiny would help in 
determining if the programs are 
working as anticipated. Heidi 
Holliday, Kansas Center for 
Economic Growth’s Executive 
Director also spoke saying the 
bill does not go far enough and 
should include a formula for 
measuring the impact of each 
incentive so that future policy 
decisions could be based on 
those evaluations. 
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LAWMAKERS 
ENDORSE 

TRANSPARENCY 
ENFORCEMENTS 

The Kansas House passed 
two bills aimed at making law 
enforcement more 
transparent. HB 2571 was 
advanced with a bipartisan 
unanimous vote. The bill will 
require police to make body & 
vehicle cam video footage 
available within 20 days of a 
request to be viewed by the 
subject of any such recording, 
the parents of children who 
are the subjects of a 
recording, their attorneys 
and/or their heirs. The bill is a 
response to the inconsistent 
handling of footage in several 
fatal shootings by officers 
over the past six months. The 
House also unanimously 
passed the asset-forfeiture bill 
passed that will require the 
Kansas Bureau of 
Investigation to compile 
information on all property 
seized by law enforcement 
agencies. Both bills have now 
passed on to the Senate for 
review. 
 

WHITE HOUSE 
BUDGET TARGETS 
CROP INSURANCE 

President Trump’s proposed 
budget for fiscal year 2019 
includes large changes in  

 
funding to the United States 
Department of Agriculture, chief 
among them is a call for 
Congress to cut taxpayer 
subsidized crop insurance by 
one-third over the next decade. 
That comes out to around $2.6 
billion over 10 years. The 
budget also contains denial of 
subsidies and land stewardship 
payments to farmers with more 
than $500,000 in adjusted 
gross income – as well as cuts 
to several other USDA 
programs. The USDA predicts 
farm income will be at a 12-
year low in 2018. Major cuts to 
these subsidies would have a 
large effect on Kansas farmers, 
but they may not make it far. 
After being submitted to 
Congress by the White House, 
the budget proposal goes to the 
House and Senate budget 
committees – which create 
budget resolutions. Then the 
House and Senate 
appropriations committees 
divide it up between 12 
subcommittees, and the 
proposal is voted on multiple 
times before ever being 
approved. Kansas Farm 
Bureau Senior Director of 
Advocacy Ryan Flickner 
doesn’t believe cuts to crop 
insurance will survive the 
process. Senator Pat Roberts 
who serves as Chairman of the 
Senate Agriculture Committee 
agrees with Flickner. 

 

SENATE ADVANCES 
SMALL BUSINESS 

TAX BREAK 
Senator Tom Holland, the 
ranking minority member of 
the Kansas Senate Tax 
Committee made a motion this 
week to advance a bill to the 
full Senate that would give a 
tax break for small businesses, 
sole proprietorships, LLCs and 
 

 
partnerships, where the income 
of the business is the personal 
income of the owner. The bill 
which would be made retroactive 
to 2017, restores an exemption 
that was revoked in 2012 for the 
costs incurred by placing 
tangible property and/or 
computer software into service. 
According to Department of 
Revenue estimates the cost for 
this move  would be relatively 
small — just $21 million in the 
upcoming fiscal year and about 
$10 million each year after that. 
 

KANSAS COMPETING 
TO DEVELOP UAS 

REGULATIONS 

Representative J.R. Claeys told 
the 15 people who attended his 
legislative issues meeting last 
Saturday that The Kansas 
Department of Transportation 
submitted a “very strong” 
application for the state to 
become one of five lead 
agencies to enter into an 
agreement with the Federal 
Aviation Administration to create 
rules for the integration of 
unmanned aircraft systems into 
the national airspace, which 
could give the state an edge in 
attracting UAS jobs. The top five 
of several hundred applications 
submitted by states, consortiums 
of cities, regions and Native 
American tribes will be selected 
in May and will become the 
centers for testing and growth in 
the unmanned aircraft systems 
field that’s on the horizon. 
 

HOUSE REJECTS 
EARTHQUAKE 
FOCUSED BILL 

A Kansas House committee 
rejected a bill that was designed 
to curtail earthquakes that some 
experts say are caused by oil 
 
 



 
and gas production 
wastewater disposal 
methods. The Kansas 
Corporation Commission 
that regulates the oil and 
gas industry to protect the 
public safety mandated a 
limit of 8,000 barrels per 
day on the amount of water 
that could be injected into 
wells in Harper and Sumner 
counties to. Back in 2015 
after several earthquakes in 
that area. The bill presented 
this week would have 
imposed the same 
restrictions on about 430 
other injection wells 
scattered throughout the 
state that are considered a 
risk for seismic activity. The 
Sierra Club and several 
Kansas residents supported 
the bill, while the oil and gas 
industry opposed it. 

 

BILLS AFFECTING 
DRIVERS 
ADVANCE 

Senators gave first-round 
approval to HB 2439 
adopted unanimously in the 
House boosting sentences 
for aggravated involuntary 
manslaughter and 
aggravated battery in cases 
tied to death or serious injury 
resulting from crashes 
caused by someone 
previously convicted of a 
DUI or driving despite a 
suspended or revoked 
license. The bill was 
supported by the District and 
County Attorneys 
Association, the Attorney 
General and all law 
enforcement agencies. The 
Senate also voted to 
approve SB 296 that 
amends Kansas law to allow 
evidence of failure to use a 
seat belt to be admissible in 
 

 
 
court for determining 
negligence in traffic accidents 
and assessing financial 
damages. Currently Kansas 
and nearly 30 other states 
prohibit use of a victim’s 
failure to use a seat belt to be 
leveraged by a negligent 
driver when mounting a 
defense. General Motors, and 
State Farm Insurance 
Companies endorsed the bill.  
 

HOUSE PASSES 
ELECTIONS 

BUDGET TRANSFER 
The House quickly moved to 
pass 21 bills considered for 
final action this week with few 
lawmakers voicing concern for 
any of the bills, which mostly 
passed by wide margins 
except for HB2509 which 
transfers budget authority for 
appointed election officers 
from the Kansas Secretary of 
State to individual county 
commissions. Under current 
law, local boards have a voice 
in the budgets set for election 
offices, but the state 
maintains final say. 
Representative Keith Esau 
who believes this action would 
disenfranchise voters spoke 
so convincingly against the bill 
that he prompted 15 members 
to switch their votes. 
Shawnee, Sedgwick, Johnson 
and Wyandotte counties are 
affected by the bill, which 
passed on a final count of 77-
40. In other measures, the 
House adopted proposals 
relating to qualifications for 
sheriff’s offices, asset 
seizures, credit reports and 
animal care.  

 

 
 

 

 
GROUNDWATER 

LEVELS STEADY IN 
WESTERN KANSAS 

Groundwater levels during 2017 
rose slightly or nearly broke even 
in western Kansas, according to 
preliminary data compiled by the 
University of Kansas’ Kansas 
Geological Survey and the 
Division of Water Resources of 
the Kansas Department of 
Agriculture who annually measure 
levels in about 1,400 water wells 
in western and central Kansas. 
The collected data is used to 
monitor the condition and long-
term trends of the High Plains 
aquifer as well as smaller deep 
and shallow aquifers. Water level 
changes or stability in aquifers in 
western Kansas correspond 
primarily with the amount of water 
withdrawn for irrigation, which in 
turn is influenced by the rate and 
timing of precipitation. Data by 
well will be available later this 
month at: 
http://www.kgs.ku.edu/Magellan/W
aterLevels/index.html. 
 

NUMBER OF KANSAS 
FARMS UNCHANGED 

A new government report shows 
the number of Kansas farms and 
the amount of agricultural land did 
not change last year in Kansas. 
The National Agricultural Statistics 
Service reported Friday that 
Kansas had 59,600 farms in 2017, 
same as the year earlier. But the 
report also shows that the state 
had 200 fewer farms having 
$100,000 or less in agricultural 
sales, while the number of 
operations with more than 
$100,000 in sales grew by 200 
farms. The agency says Kansas 
had 45.9 million acres in farms 
and ranches. That is unchanged 
from the previous year. Also 
unchanged is the size of the 
average operation at 770 acres. 


