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GOVERNOR COLYER 
ADDRESSES STATE 

 

 

In his first address to the joint 
Kansas Legislature, exactly one 
week after he was inaugurated, 
Governor Jeff Colyer praised 
legislators for their service and 
assured them he would deal with 
problems head on, without rancor 
and with compassion. He went 
on to list the three major 
problems facing Kansas as jobs, 
education and governmental 
reform for which a new standard 
of transparency will play a key 
part for state lawmakers. 
Throughout his speech, the new 
Governor sought to strike a tone 
of collaboration with the 
Legislative body.  He promised to 
sign a school finance bill that 
keeps schools open, increases 
resources for K-12 education 
without increasing taxes, ensures 
accountability and improved 
outcomes. Colyer called on 
lawmakers to write policies that 
promote economic development 
and strengthen transportation 
networks and then ended his 
speech by challenging them to  

 
 
 
 
 

 
be selfless and put the state’s 
long-term interests ahead of 
short-term political gain by 
working together to do what’s 
right and show the world that 
Kansas is the true heart of 
America. 
 

GOOD SAMARITAN 
PROTECTIONS 

 
Kansas lawmakers are 
considering bill that would 
provide immunity from civil 
liability when a vehicle is 
damaged by a Good Samaritan 
trying to aid a vulnerable person 
or domestic animal locked 
inside that vehicle. This would 
only apply in situations where 
law enforcement has been 
notified and there is imminent 
danger of harm. Greg Smith of 
the Johnson County Sheriff's 
Department spoke against the 
bill citing possible confusion 
over definitions of a “vulnerable” 
and “imminent danger”. Carla 
Lewis of the Kansas Animal 
Control Association spoke in 
favor of the bill stating it would 
increase public awareness 
about the dangers of leaving a 
child or pet in a car during 
dangerously hot or cold 
weather. 
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STATUE CLOSER TO 
REALITY 

 
The Kansas House 
unanimously passed a bill to 
allow a statue of Dwight D. 
Eisenhower to stand on the 
grounds of the Statehouse. 
The Senate already approved 
the bill and Governor Colyer 
has promised to sign it. The 
House also voted 109-14 in 
favor of allowing Thomas 
County to raise sales tax as 
well as passing an amendment 
allowing Russell County 
residents to vote every 10 
years on their sales tax instead 
of every five. Legislators also 
voted nearly unanimously to 
make insurance claims 
operations more flexible during 
emergencies and catastrophes 
and require state agencies 
subject to audits to procure the 
audits themselves but rejected 
a provision that would have 
required agencies to contract 
with Kansas-based companies 
for those audits. 
 

ELECTION BUDGETS 
FIERCELY 

CONTESTED 
 
Secretary of State Kris Kobach 
and election officials from the 
state’s four large counties 
spoke against Senate Bill 299 
which would shift budget 
authority for elections and 
decisions on personnel policy 
in the counties of Shawnee, 
Sedgwick, Johnson and  

 
Wyandotte out of the control of 
election officers - all appointed 
by Kobach - and give that 
oversight to the county 
commissions. Currently 
Kansas law permits county 
election officers to unilaterally 
certify an annual budget for 
their respective county 
commission, which must be 
financed regardless of 
amount.  Jim Crowl, Shawnee 
County Counselor spoke in 
favor of the bill stating that 
non-elected appointees having 
unchecked legal authority to 
spend tax dollars was 
unacceptable in Kansas’ 
current financial climate. Ed 
Eilert, chairman of the 
Johnson County Commission, 
also spoke in favor stating it 
was time to mandate all 105 
counties follow the same 
budgeting, purchasing and 
personnel policies.  
 

LIMITING PRIVATE 
POWER AT PRISONS 
 
Senate Majority Leader Jim 
Denning and Senate Minority 
Leader Anthony Hensley co-
sponsored S.B. 328 to prohibit 
any private company from 
being granted power to take 
over personnel operations at 
Kansas adult and juvenile 
correctional facilities. The 
limitation wouldn’t apply to 
contracting for food, medical or 
consulting services. This 
legislation endorsed by the 
Senate Federal and State 
Affairs Committee was based 
on concern about the record of 
private prison companies being 
hit with lawsuits and 
complaints. Issues included 
chronic under-staffing, hiring of 
unqualified officers, high 
turnover and inadequate 
medical and education  
 

 
programs. Robert Choromanski 
of the Kansas Organization of 
State Employees, said the 
union also supported the 
legislation. No-one testified 
against the bill, which was 
approved on a voice vote 
without the standard 24-hour 
delay after a hearing. 
 

COLYER’S FIRST 
ACTIONS 

 
Governor Colyer used his first 
executive order to tighten 
sexual harassment rules for 
thousands of state workers and 
require executive branch 
employees to undergo annual 
sexual harassment training. The 
order also calls for harassment 
policies to be reviewed and 
updated at least once every 
three years. The new rules will 
also apply to interns and 
contractors working for the 
state. The governor urged 
leaders in other parts of state 
government to consider similar 
policies. He also signed an 
executive order mandating that 
each Cabinet agency publicly 
disclose statistics relevant to 
critical functions of each agency 
as well as an order establishing 
a centralized website to track 
public meetings and minutes of 
agencies, boards and 
commissions. Both were 
designed to increase executive 
branch transparency and 
accountability while renewing 
public confidence in their 
government. Additionally, he 
also put through an order to 
eliminate fees for documents 
sought under the Kansas Open 
Records Act and one to require 
employees in the governor’s 
office to use official email 
accounts to perform state 
business. 

 



 
LEGISLATORS 
MAKE STRIDES 

 
The Kansas Senate added 
the botanical supplement 
Kratom and synthetic opioid 
Fentanyl to the list of 
Schedule I drugs and 
dangerous substances this 
week. The addition came in 
an annual bill updating 
scheduled drugs in Kansas 
that passed with 36 senators 
in favor and two abstaining. 
They also updated the 
cannabinoid definition to 
include some forms of 
synthetic marijuana and 
substitutes. Senators also 
advanced a measure on a 
33-5 vote creating a 
transportation task force to 
evaluate transportation 
resources, address state’s 
road and bridge necessities 
and devise a plan to address 
them. Additionally, the 
Senators voted unanimously 
on bills to help law 
enforcement agencies get 
records from applicants’ prior 
employers, prevent 
discrimination in organ 
transplant and repeal a law 
making it illegal to serve civil 
suit processes on Saturdays 
to someone whose religious 
faith recognizes Saturday as 
the Sabbath. 
 

SCHOOL AGE GUN 
SAFETY PROGRAM 

 
Kansas lawmakers are 
considering proposed 
legislation brought to them by 
Representative John 
Whitmer that would mandate 
schools offering training for 
children in kindergarten 
through eighth grade to use 
the National Rifle 
Association's "Eddie Eagle 

 
Gunsafe" program and high 
schools offering training to use 
the hunter safety program 
offered by the Kansas 
Department of Wildlife, Parks 
and Tourism. The bill would not 
require schools to provide gun 
safety training if they are not 
already doing so. 
 

HOSPITALS PLAN 
FOR FUTURE 

 
Kansas hospitals, and their 
administrations, are at the 
mercy of factors not in their 
control while still working to 
provide care. Legislators in 
Topeka and Washington create 
policy, while poverty and other 
social issues create health 
problems. Lack of confidence 
for future consistency runs 
amuck amongst Kansas 
providers and has inspired the 
Kansas Hospital Association’s 
policy and advocacy priorities. 
They include telemedicine, 
fighting the opioid epidemic, 
staff recruiting initiatives and 
expanding Medicaid. 
 

KANSAS FOOD TAX 
 
A proposal for a constitutional 
amendment that would 
gradually lower the Kansas food 
sales tax rate annually until it 
reaches 1% that was put 
forward last year by Senator 
Tom Holland was finally heard 
in committee this week. The 
advantage of a constitutional 
amendment is that it would be 
harder to reverse, and 
lawmakers could not raise the 
tax rate again without asking 
voter permission. Once fully 
implemented the amendment 
would decrease revenue 
coming into the state general 
fund by about $246 million a 
year. Representative John  

 
Whitmer plans to offer a House 
bill soon to reduce the sales tax 
on food by just 1%. Lowering 
general fund income by roughly 
$65 million annually. This type of 
change would be a quicker and 
easier fix than amending the 
state constitution.  Kansas is one 
of only 14 states to tax food at all 
and Kansans buy food at the 
same tax rate as any other 
product - something that is being 
done in only 6 other states - 
forcing families and individuals to 
pay hundreds of dollars more for 
food annually. Research shows 
that eliminating a sales tax on 
food has a neutral or miniscule 
negative effect on economic 
growth. 
 

TRACKING THE 
CATTLE INDUSTRY 

 
The House Agriculture and 
Natural Resources Budget 
Committee recommended that 
the state invest $250,000 in a 
pilot project to fight disease in the 
beef industry by tracking 
individual cattle through the 
production system. The animal ID 
traceability system would be a 
public-private partnership 
designed to better equip the beef 
industry to manage disease 
outbreaks and build confidence in 
Kansas meat products. The 
project could cost $1.5 million to 
$2 million, with at least $500,000 
coming from the state. The 
committee also voted to earmark 
$75,000 in state funding to 
sustain a third small-animal 
facility field inspector in the 
Kansas Department of 
Agriculture. Kansas has about 
2,300 animal shelter, rescue or 
foster-care facilities and about 
300 licensed breeders currently 
under the oversight of just 2 
inspectors. 


