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KANSAS HAS A NEW 

GOVERNOR 
 

 

Dr. Jeffrey William Colyer flew to his 
hometown of Hays KS on the evening of 1/30 
to prepare for his Gubernatorial inauguration 
the next day. With an intimate group of friends 
& family he attended Mass at Thomas More 
Prep-Marian, the private Catholic high school 
he attended. While in town he also toured a 
public school special education program then 
had lunch at Al’s Chickenette before flying 
back to Topeka to be sworn into office by 
Kansas Chief Justice Lawton Nuss shortly 
after 3pm. A practicing plastic surgeon who 
plans to continue to see patients, the new 
governor’s background includes volunteering 
with International Medical Corps in 
Afghanistan, Sierra Leone, Kosovo, Rwanda 
and Iraq before entering politics. He served as 
a White House Fellow under Presidents 
Ronald Reagan and George H.W. Bush. In 
2002 He ran unsuccessfully for the U.S. 
House, then rebounded in 2006 to win a 
Kansas House seat. Two years later, he 
moved to the Kansas Senate and in 2010, he 
became Lieutenant Governor where he 
remained for 7 years. As the 47th Governor he 
won’t immediately name a Lieutenant 
Governor stating he will methodically make 
administrative changes in the executive 
branch over time. In his inaugural address 
given before hundreds who had gathered at 
the Statehouse rotunda Colyer said his 
administration will embrace accountability and 
focus on service to others, honesty and 
transparency. He plans to set a new tone of  

 
dignity that will facilitate an 
environment of openness, honesty 
and respect, without harassment. 
He stated he is dedicated to fixing 
what ails the state government and 
then took the opportunity to warn 
his new staff to prepare for him to 
lead an 80-100-hour work week to 
meet that goal. In the meantime, 
Colyer is also running his campaign 
in a hotly contested 2018 primary to 
win the Republican nomination to 
continue as governor.   
 

REVENUE UP 
The Department of Revenue has 
reported that Kansas collected 
nearly $747 million in taxes in 
December - $165 million more 
than projected. It was the eighth 
consecutive month tax collections 
have exceeded expectations. 
Since the current fiscal year began 
July 1, the state has collected $3.9 
billion in taxes for a surplus of 
6.7%. The report came with a 
warning from Revenue Secretary 
Sam Williams that the surplus in 
revenues is in-part tied to the 
federal income tax cuts enacted 
by Congress at the end of last 
year. An accompanying change 
will limit the federal income tax 
deduction for state and local 
taxes. Williams also said the 
changes encouraged filers to pay 
state and local taxes, by the end 
of last year, before the change 
took effect. House Taxation 
Committee Chairman Steven 
Johnson agreed that federal tax 
changes are a key reason. 
Johnson said the state's increased 
revenue may also have to do with 
Kansas ending its personal 
income tax exemption for more 
than 330,000 farmers and 
business owners and raised tax 
rates.  
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SCHMIDT TO SEEK 
NEW OFFICE 

 
Senator Vicki Schmidt of the 20th 
District has filed paperwork to 
seek the Republican Party’s 
nomination for Kansas Insurance 
Commissioner. A member of the 
Senate since 2005, she chairs the 
Senate Public Health and Welfare 
Committee and in the private 
sector has worked as a 
pharmacist for 40 years. In the 
Senate, she worked to establish 
the K-TRAC prescription 
monitoring program, to protect 
Medicare benefits for the elderly 
and to expand insurance 
coverage to include services to 
children with autism. Current 
Insurance Commissioner Ken 
Selzer is campaigning for the 
GOP nomination for governor, 
leaving a vacancy in that 
statewide elective office. The 
state’s insurance commissioner is 
responsible for the regulation of 
the health, life and home 
insurance industries. The 2017 
Legislature also transferred to the 
insurance department 
responsibility for regulatory 
activities previously handled by 
the Kansas securities 
commissioner. No Democrat 
candidate has stepped forward, 
but two other Republicans have 
also registered to begin raising 
donations - El Dorado resident 
David Powell and current 
Assistant Insurance 
Commissioner Clark Shultz. 

 

KANCARE WORRIES 
 
The Senate Ways and Means 
Committee heard testimony this 
week on a bill that would halt 
progression on a planned  

 
overhaul of the state’s privatized 
Medicaid system known as 
KanCare. Senators are concerned 
the new program which would 
include work requirements and 
lifetime caps could cause a cost 
spike and they want some 
legislative say in the care elderly 
and disabled beneficiaries would 
receive. It’s very unusual for the 
legislature to become involved in 
such a way but they say their 
constituents and other program 
supporters are advocating for their 
intervention. Interim Medicaid 
Director John Hamdorf testified 
against the bill because of the 
administrative glitches it would 
cause. He recommended modifying 
the KanCare application rather than 
pulling the plug entirely, so they 
would not have to restart claimant 
consideration forcing eligibility 
delays. 
 

NEW PRANK 
PREVENTION 

 
Bi-Partisan House Bill 2581 was 
introduced by Representatives 
John Carmichael and John 
Whitmer to substantially increase 
the penalties for swatting – a 
dangerous and sometimes deadly 
hoax designed to provoke a SWAT 
team response to a nonexistent 
emergency. Key provisions of the 
bill that updates the state’s false-
alarm statute are: Making any false 
call to any fire, police or emergency 
response agency would be a 
misdemeanor; the false call would 
become a felony if the person 
making the call uses a false identity 
and/or electronically masks his or 
her identity;  Penalties escalate if a 
person is harmed as a result of the 
false call.; if a person is killed, 
Prosecutors would also have the 
option to indict under the state’s 
murder statutes with cases being 
charged as a Level 2 felony, 
comparable to second-degree  
murder.  No action was taken by 
supporters who believe there will 
be no problem passing this 
legislation. 
 

 

NEW STATUE FOR THE 
STATEHOUSE 

 
The Kansas Senate voted 
unanimously to support installation of 
a privately financed 7-foot-tall bronze 
statue of Dwight Eisenhower on the 
northwest grounds of the Capitol. 
During a Senate committee hearing, 
Merrill Eisenhower Atwater said he 
was pleased Kansas was expanding 
recognition of his great-grandfather, 
stating the former President was an 
example to all who come from an 
impoverished background of what 
hard work and true dedication can do 
to shape the world we live in. The 
Eisenhower Presidential Library and 
Museum is in Abilene, the city where 
Eisenhower was buried in 1969. 
 

SCHOOL 
OVERPAYMENTS 

 
Jim Denning, Republican leader of the 
Kansas Senate sent a letter this week 
to the Kansas State Board of 
Education's chairman asking them 
why they continued to use an obsolete 
transportation aid formula - that was 
repealed 40 years ago - resulting in 
millions of dollars in overpayments to 
school districts. The letter also cited a 
state law enacted in the 1990s that 
says: "In the event any school district 
is paid more than it is entitled to 
receive under any distribution made 
under this act or under any statute 
repealed by this act, the state board 
shall notify the school district of the 
amount of such overpayment, the 
school district shall remit that amount 
to the state board and the state board 
will remit that amount back to the 
state treasury” and asks for their 
justifications for not following that law 
as well. His letter came on the heels 
of an unsuccessful effort last week to 
have Deputy Education Commissioner 
Dale Dennis, the agency's chief 
school finance official, suspended 
while an independent audit is 
conducted. After an executive 
session, nine of the 10 board 
members voted against that 
suggestion and voiced their full  
 



 
support for Dennis who, at age 
80, has worked at the agency 
more than 50 years. Attorney 
General Derek Schmidt also 
addressed this issue in a letter to 
the education department and 
legislative leaders 
recommending they commission 
another, independent audit to 
determine whether the 
unauthorized transportation 
expenditures were an isolated 
departure from the law or part of 
a more systematic problem. 
Chairman of the House K-12 
Education Budget Committee, 
Larry Campbell went on record 
saying it would be unrealistic to 
expect districts to pay back the 
money and noted that despite 
overpayments to some districts, 
overall state funding for 
transportation has still not been 
meeting districts' actual costs. 
 

ENHANCED DRUNK 
DRIVING 

PENALTIES 
 
Kansas House members gave 
their unanimous support on a 
final vote to “Caitlin’s Law” 
which enhances penalties for 
habitual drunk drivers who kill 
someone in a crash. The bill, 
named for Caitlin Vogel, who 
was killed by a drunk driver in 
2016, faced no opposition in 
committee but still requires 
Senate approval. 
 

SENATE MAY 
CHANGE LIQUOR 

LAWS 
 
An industry-backed bill allowing 
restaurants to serve alcohol in 
the early morning passed the 
Kansas House this week on a 
75-47 final vote. It still requires 
Senate approval. Under the bill, 
restaurants could start serving 
alcohol at 6 a.m. Current law 
doesn’t allow liquor service until 
9 a.m. Last call would remain 

 
 

 
the same because restaurants 
and bars would have to stop 
serving at 2 a.m. 

 

LIMITATIONS FOR 
DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE 

OFFENDERS 
 
Representative Blaine Finch 
chair of the House Judiciary 
Committee, said the committee 
could vote soon on a bill aimed 
at ensuring domestic violence 
offenders cannot serve as police 
officers. In 2017 Kansas 
broadened the definition of 
domestic violence to include 
dating partners, but the 
standards for hiring police 
officers still do not reflect that 
change. The bill will fix that state 
statute to make clear those who 
have committed acts of domestic 
violence in dating relationships 
should not be police officers. 
Michelle Meier, legal counsel to 
the Kansas Commission on 
Peace Officers’ Standards and 
Training, said she had no reason 
to believe any domestic violence 
offenders had been hired, 
making the law enforcement 
training act conform with the 
criminal code is an important 
step for consistency in state and 
local laws and their enforcement.  
 

CONCEALED 
CARRY MAY BE 

PERMITTED AT 18 
 
The Kansas House passed HB 
2042 by a vote of 76-44. It will 
allow people at least 18 years 
old to carry concealed weapons 
with a gun permit - something 
not required after age 21.  At the 
same time lawmakers rejected a 
proposal to allow the state's six 
public universities to prohibit 
concealed weapons but adopted 
an amendment limiting conceal 
carry on public university and 
community college campuses to 
individuals who undergo training  

 
and background checks to earn a 
state license. Public universities 
have been required to allow guns on 
campus since last year. The 
legislation was also introduced at the 
request of Attorney General Derek 
Schmidt to require Kansas to 
recognize the concealed carry 
permits of other states. The 
measures would need pass Senate 
action and win the approval of Gov. 
Jeff Colyer. 
 

CARNIVAL RIDES AT 
CENTER OF DEATH 

SUIT AGAIN 
 
The parents of a 15-month-old girl 
who died after being electrocuted at 
a traveling carnival in Wichita are 
suing Evans United Shows based 
out of Plattsburg, MO, seeking 
damages of more than $25,000. 
Pressley Bartonek suffered an 
electrical shock while touching a 
fence around a bounce house set 
up as part of carnival rides in the 
Towne West shopping mall parking 
lot on May 12, 2017. She died of her 
injuries five days later. The lawsuit, 
which accuses the carnival of a 
conscious disregard for the safety of 
the public by negligently and 
carelessly constructing the metal 
barrier gate so that it became 
electrified.  A check by an electrical 
company showed 290 volts coming 
from the fence and the lawsuit notes 
that the Wichita police officer 
responding to the 911 call 
concerning the incident received an 
electric shock when touching the 
fence as well. 
 

DAY OF THE COWBOY 
 
Legislators endorsed a bill naming 
the fourth Saturday in July as 
‘National Day of the Cowboy’ in 
Kansas. One member yelled, “Yee-
haw,” as House Speaker Ron 
Ryckman lowered the gavel and 
declared the bill passed. 
 

 


