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TURBINE CONCERN 
DEBATE 

Lawmakers in the House 
Committee on Energy, Utilities 
and Telecommunications are 
considering House Bill 2273 
introduced by Representative 
Randy Garber that would require 
new wind turbines to be placed at 
least 1.5 miles from a residence 
and 3 miles from an airport, park 
or hunting area. Additionally, the 
turbines must be equipped with 
radar technology that can detect 
nearby aircraft and activate a 
warning light, rather than using a 
perpetual light fixture. Supporters 
of the bill have complained about 
the noise produced by large 
turbines and have expressed 
concern over a possible 
connection to health problems 
even though 2 peer-reviewed 
studies have examined the low-
frequency sounds produced by 
turbines and both concluded 
there was no evidence the 
machines cause sleep 
disturbance, stress or other 
ailments and an environmental 
researcher at the Iowa College of 
Public Health reported there is no 
credible evidence to support  
 

 
 
claims that wind turbines cause any 
health problems. Clean energy 
advocates and companies that 
operate wind farms in Kansas 
described the bill as a reckless attack 
on free market capitalism and claim 
any attempt to pass this bill would be 
a gross overreach to take away the 
local controls that already exist. 
Representatives for NextEra Energy 
and Enel Green Power pointed out 
that similar laws have killed wind 
farm development in other states 
while noting their companies have 
made billions of dollars in 
investments in Kansas, provided 
millions in payments to landowners, 
created thousands of jobs through 
wind development and their wind 
facilities in seven counties currently 
produce enough energy to power 
500,000 homes. 
 

FAREWELL REP. 
GREG LEWIS 

With his family by his side, 
Representative Greg Lewis 
announced he is resigning from the 
Kansas House of Representatives 
effective Friday, February 22nd. Greg 
was diagnosed with a malignant brain 
tumor in December 2018. Since then 
he has had three craniotomy 
surgeries and is currently undergoing 
chemotherapy and radiation. The 
fourth-generation cattle rancher from 
St. John was elected as a Republican 
to serve the 113th District in 
November 2016.  He thanked the 
members of the House and visitors 
for the chance to have served with 
them, for their many cards, emails, 
phone calls and prayers, then he 
offered a final word of advice: “Do not 
take yourself too seriously.” 
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VOTER SIGNATURE 
LAW 

The Ethics, Elections and Local 
Government Committee took time 
to consider Senate Bill 130 which 
would amend an elections law to 
allow voters time to correct 
signature errors on advance 
ballots before the final canvass. 
Members discussed efficient ways 
to contact voters who have an 
error with a signature on an 
advance ballot. Local canvassing 
boards may reject ballots if the 
signature doesn’t appear to match 
the signature with the voter’s 
registration file. Voting rights 
advocates say that practice is 
unfair because each county 
handles ballots differently and poll 
workers aren’t qualified 
handwriting analysists. Concern 
was expressed that the language 
as written could open election 
officials up to litigation if someone 
does not receive a notice that was 
sent so it was then suggested that 
the wording of the bill be changed 
to require county election officers 
to “attempt contact” rather than 
“make contact.” 
 

HEALTH CARE 
COVERAGE 

INNOVATION 
The Senate voted 28-11 this week 
to forward Senate Bill 32 to the 
House. The bill would permit the 
Farm Bureau to provide health 
coverage, technically, not  
 

 
insurance, at rates 30% lower than 
premiums of other policies on the 
market not only to their estimated 
42,000 current members but also 
to anyone, anywhere in Kansas 
that chooses to pay their $50 
annual membership fee and then 
sign a health contract with the 
nonprofit agriculture organization. 
In a national survey 65% of 
farmers and ranchers indicated 
health care coverage was the 
largest threat to their remaining in 
business. An amendment to 
weave to include Governor Kelly’s 
proposal to add 150,000 Kansans 
to the Medicaid system under the 
Affordable Care Act was defeated 
by a 28-12 vote. Kansas is one of 
only 14 states to has not yet 
broaden eligibility for Medicaid 
under the ACA. A second 
proposed amendment to require 
Farm Bureau to cover pre-existing 
medical conditions in accordance 
with the ACA was also defeated.  

 

NEW REVENUE 
LEADERSHIP 

Governor Kelly announced this 
week that Mark Burghart would 
replace interim Secretary Mark 
Beshears to lead the Department 
of Revenue. Burghart previously 
worked as a legislative researcher 
and as the Department of 
Revenue’s chief counsel for seven 
years, starting in 1987. He is 
currently a partner at a large law 
firm in Topeka and has been 
admitted to practice before the 
U.S. Tax Court and U.S. Supreme 
Court. Burghart said his goal is to 
restore fiscal integrity to Kansas 
government. His appointment will 
require state Senate confirmation. 
The governor also announced that 
interim Cabinet members plan to 
stay in their positions and asked 
the Senate to confirm their 
permanent appointments. They 
are: Department of Commerce 
Secretary Toland; Department of 
Transportation Secretary Lorenz; 
Department of Health and 
Environment Secretary Norman.  

 

MORE 
DOCUMENTATION 
FOR COMMERCE 

The House Commerce, Labor and 
Economic Development Committee 
approved House Bill 2006 requiring 
the Kansas Department of 
Commerce, which is responsible for 
awarding economic development 
incentives to businesses, to 
document data on programs that 
received more than $50,000 in 
annual incentives. The information 
would then be stored in a database 
available to the public via a website 
that will be updated annually. 
Additionally, the department’s tax 
incentive programs would, for the 
first time, be subject to performance 
reviews by the Legislature’s 
auditing division. The audits will 
help lawmakers determine whether 
companies met goals in job creation 
or capital investment as well as 
being useful when studying use of 
income tax exemptions or credits 
when considering modifications or 
overhauls of incentive programs. 
The bill wouldn’t allow violation of 
business confidentiality agreements 
put in place before July 2019, nor 
would it make public the names of 
people who made investments for 
the purpose of gaining a tax break. 
 

KPERS REPAYMENT 
Senate Bill 9 which was 
unanimously adopted two weeks 
ago by the Senate passed the 
Kansas House 117-0 this week. The 
bill allocates $115 million to repay a 
2016 skipped payment to the 
Kansas Public Employees 
Retirement System that is accruing 
more than $20,000 in interest daily. 
The Chairman of the House 
Appropriations Committee told 
members the state general fund 
has cash reserves to move ahead 
with this payment to finally keep their 
promise to make up the 
appropriated contribution which was 
supposed to have happened within 
24 months. There is no clear 
consensus on whether the 
Governor will sign the bill when it 
reaches her desk. 


