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ATTRACTING 
HUNTING TOURISM 
The House passed House 
Bill 2167 to allow Kansas 
landowners to transfer deer 
permits to out-of-state 
hunters to help tourism and 
implement additional rural 
revitalization. Currently, 
nonresidents can apply for a 
deer permit through a lottery 
system, and the state says 
97% are granted. This bill 
would allow Kansans to 
transfer a permit, at any 
price, for each resident per 
80 acres of land owned or 
operated. It is anticipated 
that the permit transfers 
would attract 4,500 tourists 
annually with an economic 
impact of $8 million. Kansas 
Department of Wildlife, 
Parks and Tourism stands 
opposed to the bill noting 
that similar bills have been 
introduced five times in the 
past two years. 
 

 

 
 

INCREASED VEHICLE 
FEES 

The House Transportation 
Committee considered House 
Bill 2372 which would increase 
annual registration fees of $150 
for all-electric vehicles, $75 on 
hybrid passenger vehicles, and 
$30 for all-gasoline-powered 
vehicles. Those fees would 
apply to all noncommercial 
vehicles weighing less than 
4,500 pounds. The Joint 
Legislative Transportation 
Vision Task Force suggested 
the fee increase in their report 
that revealed 1,556 of the 1.5 
million current registered 
vehicles in Kansas are electric 
and the number of alternative-
fuel vehicles, including 
hydrogen-powered vehicles, will 
likely increase 400% by 2040. 
The state’s fuel taxes of 24¢ per 
gallon on gasoline and 26¢ per 
gallon on diesel, which have not 
increased since 2002, are used 
to fund highway construction, 
maintenance as well as other 
transportation projects and 
these higher fees will help 
recoup lost revenue from 
vehicles that use less or no fuel. 
20 other states have already 
increased registration fees for 
hybrid and electric vehicles for 
similar reasons. 
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PRIORITIZING 
MENTAL HEALTH 

 
Leaders from several Kansas 
social service organizations 
gave testimony this week 
before the House panel that 
will make budget 
recommendations for their 
programs. The Kansas 
Suicide Prevention Resource 
Center Director asked for 
$250,000 to add staff and 
improve community outreach 
through the Lawrence-based 
Headquarters, Inc and a 
spokesperson for the Kansas 
Mental Health Coalition wants 
the Legislature to restore 
funds for community-based 
treatment, re-create Medicaid 
health homes, use problem 
gambling funds as intended, 
expand funding of crisis 
stabilization centers, and 
create juvenile crisis centers. 
The CEO of Midland Care 
Connection asked the 
lawmakers to support funding 
for the Program of All-
Inclusive Care for the Elderly 
that provides hot meals, 
laundry service, showers and 
medical care to seniors with a 
goal of keeping them in their 
home. Lawmakers plan to 
discuss the requests next 
week. 

 

 
REQUIRED VISION 

SCREENINGS 
 
The House approved House 
Bill 2346 to update required 
vision screenings in public 
schools and accredited 
nonpublic schools. It would 
mandate that children with 
disabilities receive an 
examination from ages 3 to 
5. In addition, tests at 
schools would be 
administered once each year 
for students in kindergarten 
and first, second, third, fifth, 
seventh and 10th grades. 
The bill sent to the Senate 
would create an eight-
member commission to 
oversee vision screening and 
investigate options to assist 
with free or low-cost eye 
exams for students who fail 
screenings and can’t afford 
additional testing. 

 
SAVING SOLAR 

ENERGY 
 
The Senate Utilities 
Committee discussed Senate 
Bill 124 with a huge group of 
advocates this week. The bill 
reverses a Kansas 
Corporation Commission 
(KCC) order granting utility 
companies permission to 
charge a special fee to 
customers who generate 
electricity from the sun and 
wind. The KCC directive has 
lowered consumer demand 
significantly for solar 
installations, and Kansas 
companies that perform such 
installations have lost about 
three-fourths of their  Kansas 
business. Westar and 
KCP&L, now known as 
Evergy, have nearly one 
million Kansas customers  
 

 
 
and an estimated 1,000 of those 
have the capacity to generate 
electricity from solar or wind. An 
instructor of renewable energy at 
Cloud County Community 
College said the pending bill 
could save what’s left of the 
state’s solar industry. Opponents 
of the bill will appear before the 
committee in March. 

 
GARDEN CITY HOME 

TO DEA AGAIN 
 
Now that the DEA is funded 
through 2019, its St. Louis 
Division, which covers MO and 
KS, is moving forward with 
plans to reopen a Post of Duty 
office in Garden City within the 
year. The DEA closed their 
western Kansas office in 2017 
after a 21-year partnership 
between the agency and local 
law enforcement. The new 
office will be acting as an 
extension of the Wichita DEA 
office with have two agents 
stationed in the Finney County 
Law Enforcement Center at 
first. As the only office west of 
Wichita, it will cover the entire 
region from Pawnee County to 
the Colorado state line. Local 
law enforcement can only 
address issues within their city 
or county jurisdiction, but DEA 
agents are not bound by the 
same restrictions and can help 
enforce the law across the 
region. 
 

COMMUNITY 
COLLEGE 

COMMUNICATION 
 
The Kansas House approved 
House Bill 2144 requiring 
community colleges to update 
their websites to disclose 

 
 



 
courses fully transferable to 
four-year colleges 
governed by the Kansas 
Board of Regents, tuition 
rates for students living in 
the college’s district, and 
rates assessed on other 
Kansans, out-of-state, and 
international students.  The 
schools will also be 
compelled to publish 
property tax revenue levied 
in each of the previous five 
years and the annual 
percentage change as well 
as their budgets for the 
previous two years for 
athletic and academic 
scholarships would be 
published with numbers 
broken down by out-of-
state students and those 
residing in the college’s 
district. 
 

FOSTER CARE 
GOVERNANCE 

 
The Senate passed Senate 
Bill 162 on a 40-0 vote 
requiring foster care case 
management contractors to 
notify the Kansas 
Department for Children 
and Families about a 
missing child within the first 
24 hours of a 
disappearance. DCF then 
is required to notify the 
governor, Legislature and 
local newspaper about a 
disappearance. Under the 
proposed legislation, a 
$500 penalty would accrue 
each day a foster care 
contractor fails to report a 
missing child. Shortly after 
the vote, Governor Kelly 
announced the launch of a 
website for the state 
Department for Children 
and Families that will 
provide statistics about 
 

 
missing foster children and 
then pledged to give 
legislators and the general 
public more information 
about those children starting 
with a daily count. On its new 
website, DCF has already 
reported that 80 foster 
children are missing, almost 
all of them runaways with 
fifty-seven of them aged 16 
or older. Information about 
specific cases would be 
made available to legislative 
committees that deal with the 
budget, the court system, 
juvenile justice and child 
welfare, as well as an audit 
committee if their members 
sign a confidentiality 
agreement. Demographic 
information about missing 
children will be released to 
local news organizations. 
 
AMENDMENTS TO 

THE TAX CODE 
 
A House committee passed 
Senate Bill 22, a tax reform 
bill beneficial to taxpayers, 
both corporations and 
individuals. The legislation 
was fast-tracked through 
the Senate to help multi-
national corporations avoid 
2018 state income tax on 
repatriation of profits being 
kept overseas. The base 
bill drafted by the Senate 
also allowed individual 
taxpayers to claim the new 
standard deduction on 
federal income taxes while 
continuing to itemize 
income tax deductions at 
the state level. Before 
being sent to the House an 
amendment to impose a 
state tax on internet sales 
handled by out-of-state 
retailers with total gross 
sales of $100,000 in  
 

 
Kansas passed on a 14-8 and 
was followed by an affirmative 
vote. That change should 
benefit bricks-and-mortar 
businesses in Kansas and 
contribute an estimated $34 
million annually to the state 
treasury. 
 

RAIL 
IMPROVEMENTS 

COMING TO KANSAS 
 
In a joint statement, U.S. 
Senators Jerry Moran and Pat 
Roberts of Kansas, Tom Udall 
and Martin Heinrich of New 
Mexico, Cory Gardner and 
Michael Bennet of Colorado 
announced that Amtrak has 
upheld its commitment to 
repair, improve and continue 
the Southwest Chief rail line 
and will provide $3 million in 
matching funds toward a $16 
million federal TIGER IX grant 
awarded in January 2018. A 
portion of that money will come 
from funds already set aside in 
a recent federal appropriations 
bill for safety improvements on 
Amtrak routes. This is the third 
TIGER grant awarded since 
2014. Each grant required a 
commitment for matching 
dollars from Amtrak, 
communities along the route in 
the states of Kansas, Colorado 
and New Mexico, and BNSF 
Railway, which owns the 
tracks. 
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