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MEDICAID 
EXPANSION WILL 

NOT GET VOTE 
Kansas Senators returned to 
work after a three-week hiatus 
and confronted Senate 
Minority Leader Hensley’s 
move to compel the senators 
to act on Medicaid expansion 
legislation that the House 
passed but has subsequently 
been deliberately held up in 
committee making Kansas one 
of only 14 states that has yet to 
expand Medicaid. Senate 
Majority Leader Denning voted 
“pass” rather than “aye” or 
“nay” causing the motion to fall 
just one vote shy of the 24 
votes needed to pull the bill out 
of committee where it is now 
expected to die. 

 
NEW JUDGE ON 

COURT OF APPEALS 
Governor Kelly has nominated 
attorney Sarah Warner to fill 
the open Kansas Court of 
Appeals seat. Warner, 39,  

 
 
 
 
 
 
worked for Kansas Supreme Court 
Chief Justice Robert Davis for 
several years before joining 
Lawrence law firm Thompson 
Warner, P.A. in 2009 and 
becoming a partner in 2014. While 
with that firm, she helped Kansas 
defend special health and safety 
regulations for abortion providers. 
She was also one of the attorneys 
representing the state in the case 
in which the Supreme Court ruled 
last week that the Kansas 
Constitution protects abortion 
rights. Warner received her 
bachelor’s degree from the 
University of Kansas and her law 
degree from Ave Maria School of 
Law in Ann Arbor, MI. She is the 
current president of the Kansas 
Bar Association. The Senate will 
not be considering this nomination 
until after the state Supreme Court 
hears and rules on arguments that 
will be heard May 9th regarding 
exactly who has the legal 
prerogative to make a second 
nomination after the first one is 
withdrawn. Currently the law is so 
unclear as to make it easily 
interpreted in multiple ways. 
Democrats believe the Governor 
still holds the authority to do so, 
while Republicans contend the 
authority has been transferred to 
the sitting Supreme Court Chief 
Justice. 
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KANSAS BUDGET 

DETAILS 
 
Governor Kelly submitted an 
amended budget proposal to 
lawmakers for the spending 
year that begins July 1 that 
includes $35million to 
increase corrections officer 
salaries, broaden medical 
treatment for inmates and 
transfer inmates out of 
overcrowded state prisons by 
purchasing contract bed 
space for male inmates to 
free state correctional officers 
for redeployment in the 
crowded prison system and 
to move 120 women at 
Topeka Correctional Facility 
to a state juvenile correction 
complex. 
 

RANKED BALLOTS 
 
The Kansas Democratic 
Party announced this week 
that it wants to move away 
from its presidential 
preference caucus method 
and allow members to cast 
ranked-choice ballots in a 
primary election format 
beginning in 2020. They are 
requesting feedback from 
members before sending a 
finalized procedure document 
to the Democratic National 
Committee. Rank-choice  

 
 

voting allows voters to rank 
all the nominees in order of 
preference. The method 
aims to make sure a 
candidate receives a 
general majority of 
preference to win the 
election rather than allowing 
several candidates to split 
single votes. The winner of 
the rank-choice election 
would be awarded the 
state’s Democratic 
presidential delegates. 

 
 

KANSAS LAW 
STANDS WITH 

SUPREME COURT 
 
Kansas Senate President 
Susan Wagle successfully 
led the senate to  implement 
an override vote in an 
attempt to negate Governor 
Kelly’s veto of SB 67 that 
directed Kansas physicians 
who prescribe the two-step 
RU486 abortion drug to 
inform their patients the 
medication may not be 
effective if the second dose 
is not taken as directed thus 
affording them a window of 
opportunity to change their 
minds about the procedure 
and cease the termination of 
their pregnancy with the 
help of additional drugs.  
Medical offices would have 
also been forced to display 
signage with similar 
language or face fines up 
10K daily. The Senate voted 
27-13, the minimum 
required for a two-thirds 
override. The House 
followed by voting 82-43 
which fell 2 votes short of 
the mandatory number to 
pass. This coincides with the 
 
 

 
 
recent Kansas Supreme Court 
decision that said a woman’s 
rights under both the Kansas 
Constitution and the U.S. 
Constitution allow her to make 
her own decisions regarding 
her body including whether to 
continue a pregnancy. 
Abortion opponents have 
vowed have another 
amendment ready for the 
2020 ballots. 
 

THE ARTS IN 
KANSAS 

 
Upon his return to work this 
week Representative Stogsdill 
persuaded the joint House 
and Senate auditing 
committee to endorse a 
review of the Kansas Creative 
Arts Industries Commission to 
discern how it’s impact on the 
arts and arts-related jobs in 
Kansas compares to 
outcomes of similar programs 
in other states with an eye 
towards learning how the 
creative arts industry could be 
expanded to improve quality 
of life among Kansans and 
draw tourist dollars to the 
state. The committee also 
authorized the Legislative 
Post Audit division to assess 
how much state and local 
government offices and 
agencies have spent on 
association membership fees 
and dues as well as  
how much they spend on 
lobbyists or organizations that 
provide lobbying services.  
Additionally, the auditors were 
tasked with evaluating the 
economic impact of legalizing 
industrial hemp production in 
Kansas. 

 


