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KANSAS PASSES 
SCHOOLS 
FUNDING 

Kansas lawmakers have 
approved Senate Bill 16 to 
provide $90 million more for 
schools next year to end a nearly 
decade-old lawsuit over education 
only 11 days before a court-
ordered deadline of April 15th. 
The measure passed Thursday 
with bipartisan support. The 
Senate approved the plan in a 31-
8 vote Thursday evening. Hours 
earlier, the House passed it, 76-
47. A celebratory group of 
teachers, activists and politicians 
filled Governor Kelly’s ceremonial 
office Saturday for the bill signing 
which comes a year after 
lawmakers approved a massive, 
$525 million increase for schools 
that is being phased in over five 
years. In its decision last year, the 
Supreme Court told lawmakers 
needed to add an additional $90 
million a year to adjust for 
inflation. The bill calls for a total of 
$360 million over the next four 
years. The plan requires districts 
to produce performance reports 
 
 

 
on each of its schools, audits of 
district cash reserves and mandates 
financial and academic 
transparency. It also provides for the 
state to alter at-risk student 
programs, cover the cost of ACT 
examination of students, continue 
work of a dyslexia task force and 
operation of bilingual education 
programs. The Kansas Attorney 
General’s office must submit briefs 
to the court explaining and 
defending the Legislature’s plan. 
The Supreme Court is expected to 
hold oral arguments on the plan in 
May and decide by the end of June 
whether it is constitutional. 
 

SENATE TO VOTE ON 
MEDICAID 

Senate Minority Leader Anthony 
Hensley submitted a motion 
designed to force the Senate to 
debate a House bill expanding 
eligibility for Medicaid health 
services to about 130,000 low-
income Kansans. The House bill 
broadening access to Medicaid 
under the federal Affordable Care 
Act has been stuck in the Senate 
Public Health and Welfare 
Committee, but this motion would 
pull the bill from committee to the 
Senate floor for consideration. While 
the Senate President and Senate 
Majority Leader control the debate 
calendar in the Senate, there is a 
rule allowing an override of 
leadership if 24 of 40 members 
agree to draw a bill out of 
committee. Senate Vice President 
said the Senate would vote on the 
motion May 1, the first day 
lawmakers resume work following 
their 21-day break. 
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CBD PROTECTIONS 
PROCEED 

The Kansas House has approved 
a bill on an 89-35 vote that 
provides legal protection for 
people who treat medical 
conditions with CBD oil with up to 
5% THC. The bill allows people 
charged with possessing CBD oil 
to defend themselves in court if 
they can prove they are using the 
oil to treat a severe and/or chronic 
medical condition(s). Law 
enforcement and medical groups 
say the bill would be difficult and 
expensive to enforce. The 
legislation now goes to the 
Senate. 
 

NEW DEPARTMENT 
HEADS CONFIRMED 
The Kansas Senate voted to 
confirm five heads of state 
departments. Michael Beam who 
worked for the Kansas Livestock 
Association for 35 years, was 
confirmed as Secretary of the 
Kansas Department of Agriculture. 
Brad Loveless, who was Westar’s 
Senior Director of environmental 
conservation and sustainability for 
more than three decades at Wolf 
Creek nuclear power station was 
confirmed as Secretary at the 
Kansas Department of Wildlife, 
Parks and Tourism. The Senate 
also voted to confirm Donald 
Brownlee as Executive Director of 
the Kansas Racing and Gaming 
Commission, Jeffrey Wagaman as 
Commissioner of the State 
Securities Commission, and David 
Toland as Secretary of the Kansas 
Department of Commerce. This 
round of 
 

 
 

confirmation votes came as the 
Senate prepared to adjourn Friday 
for a three-week break. 
 

GOVERNOR’S VETO 
STANDS 

Governor Kelly’s veto of the tax 
relief bill sent to her desk will 
stand because lawmakers did not 
attempt to override it. The 
Legislature adjourned Friday for 
its annual spring break while the 
override deadline will pass before 
lawmakers reconvene May 1st. 
The bill was designed to prevent 
individuals and businesses from 
paying more in state income taxes 
because of changes in federal tax 
laws at the end of 2017. 
 

REVENUE EXCEEDS 
EXPECTATIONS 

For the first time since July 2018, 
Kansas individual income tax and 
retail sales tax revenue exceeded 
expectations to close out the third 
quarter of the fiscal year with 
collections 5% above the March 
forecast. So far, the state has 
brought in $140 million more than 
after nine months of the previous 
fiscal year. The Kansas 
Department of Revenue reported 
the state had collected $4.82 
billion during the fiscal year, which 
was 0.48% above the consensus 
prediction by a group of 
economic, budget and finance 
experts. The House and Senate 
did not consider any budget bills 
before adjourning for their spring 
break. The final state budget for 
the fiscal year starting July 1 will 
be resolved sometime after they 
return to the Capital on May 1st. 
 

TOBACCO HOME 
RULE CASE 

The Kansas Supreme Court heard 
oral arguments on a Topeka 
ordinance blocking the sale of 
tobacco products to those under 
age 21. In December 2017, the 
city of Topeka approved a 
measure prohibiting the sale of 
tobacco to people under 21. The 
ban was overturned in Shawnee  
 

 
 
County District Court, but the city of 
Topeka appealed the decision. The 
case tests the limits of home rule 
statute and the balance of power 
between the state and 
municipalities. 18 other cities in the 
state have enacted similar tobacco 
laws, making the Topeka appeal an 
important home rule case 
 

TEENAGE 
CONCEALED CARRY 

Kansans as young as 18 would be 
allowed to carry concealed weapons 
under a bill that won final passage in 
the House with an 83-41 vote. The 
initial proposed amendment that 
would have limited licensees to 
carrying 10 rounds of ammunition to 
reduce injury or death in the event of 
a shooting was found unrelated to 
the bill and rejected. Kansas has 
what is called constitutional carry, or 
the right to carry a firearm in any 
capacity, for residents 21 and older. 
A concealed carry license, available 
to those who complete required 
training, allows the holder to carry in 
states that have reciprocal 
agreements with Kansas. Residents 
who don’t receive a license at 18 
would still be allowed constitutional 
carry in the state at age 21. The bill 
now goes to the Senate for 
approval. 
 

ELECTION LAWS 
“BUNDLED” 

Members of Senate and House 
election committees reached a deal 
to bundle and pass a handful of 
election-related bills that involve 
school board elections, township 
oaths, permitting election officers to 
grant access to all polling sites to all 
county residents on election day, 
and requiring county clerks to 
attempt to contact voters whose 
advance ballots lack a valid 
signature. Not included in the bundle 
was a proposal to remove the power 
of voter fraud prosecution from the 
Secretary of State. The proposal 
wasn’t considered by either 
chamber so the issue will likely have 
to wait until next year. 
 


