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MEDICAID 
EXPANSION PASSES 

HOUSE 
 

Lawmakers in the Kansas House 
gave Medicaid expansion a first-
round approval Wednesday to 
extend health care coverage to 
130,000 low-income Kansans. 
Representative Wolfe-Moore 
along with a league of bipartisan 
supporters got the expansion 
wheel moving by amending an 
advance nursing practices bill that 
was going to the floor. That 
legislation’s narrative was gutted 
and replaced with the proposed 
expansion bill. The next step was 
for the bipartisan group to 
successfully overrule House 
leaders, who claimed the 
amendment wasn’t closely 
enough related to the original bill. 
This seemingly extreme measure, 
known at the capitol as a gut & 
go, was considered the only way 
to secure a debate on the issue 
after the Medicaid expansion bill 
had been blocked at every turn 
from getting a hearing throughout 
this session so far and supporters 
feared they wouldn’t have another 
 
 

 
 

chance to present it. The plan 
expands eligibility for medical 
assistance to all adults who are 
under 65 and don’t make more 
than 133% of the federal poverty 
level, or $16,611.70 for an 
individual. Seniors are already 
covered by Medicare and pregnant 
women by Medicaid. Expansion 
would begin Jan. 1, 2020. The 
plan also allows the state to create 
a health insurance premium 
assistance program for people 
who make less than 133% of the 
federal poverty level and are 
eligible for insurance through an 
employer but can’t afford to pay. 
Under the Affordable Care Act, the 
federal government pays 90% of 
the cost of expansion. States pay 
the remaining 10%. Lawmakers 
amended the plan to require 
Kansas to end expansion if the 
federal match rate falls below 
90%. Lawmakers also voted to 
require Medicaid expansion 
recipients to pay a $25 per month 
premium but added that no family 
would pay more than $100 a 
month. These fees could produce 
enough revenue to fully offset the 
state’s financial obligation. On 
Thursday the Kansas House 
passed the Medicaid expansion 
plan on a 69-54 final vote and it 
now moves to the state Senate 
where President Susan Wagle 
adamantly opposes it and 
legislative procedures already in 
place will make it nearly 
impossible for Wagle’s fellow 
senators to force an up or down 
vote on the bill without support 
from senate leadership. 
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EDUCATION 
FUNDING 

The Senate approved Senate 
Bill 142 to serve as a blueprint 
for complying with the Kansas 
Supreme Court’s order to 
enhance state aid to K-12 
public education in a manner 
designed to address 
inflationary costs. The bill 
forwarded to the House 
contained increases of $90 
million annually in the next 
four fiscal years, but it didn’t 
match the latest demand of 
Schools for Fair Funding, an 
organization representing 
plaintiff districts in the case 
before the Supreme Court. 
The House is working on a 
different school finance bill. 

 

PROTECTING 
VICTIM’S HOUSING 

Senate Bill 150 received 
unanimous backing by the 40-
member Kansas Senate which 
sent the legislation on to the 
House. The bill will reduce 
homelessness among people 
who experienced or find 
themselves in jeopardy of 
being a victim of domestic 
violence, human trafficking, 
sexual assault or stalking. The 
bill would also prohibit 
landlords from evicting or 
denying tenancy to someone  

 
who experienced or was in 
imminent danger of being a 
victim of these crimes. Tenants 
now would be liable for no 
more than one month’s rent if 
compelled to vacate a property 
for personal protection. The 
legislation drew support from 
landlord associations, law 
enforcement agencies and 
organizations committed to 
helping men and women in 
these dire circumstances. The 
original bill was sponsored by 
26 members of the Senate. 
 

COURT OF APPEALS 
NOMINEE 

WITHDRAWS 
Kansas Governor Kelly 
announced Tuesday that 
Kansas Court of Appeals 
nominee Jeffry Jack had 
withdrawn his name from 
consideration at her request 
following the revelation of 
questionable tweets sent by 
him back in 2017 that were 
unfortunately not discovered 
during the vetting process.  
The committee tasked with 
reviewing the applicant’s 
education and work histories, 
community service and 
character, held open, public 
interviews with all 18 
applicants. The three finalists 
they chose all had a final 
interview with the Governor 
and were subject to a 
background check by the 
Kansas Bureau of 
Investigation. However, the 
process did not include 
questioning or researching of 
the applicant’s social media 
use which the Governor has 
already requested be included 
as the nominating committee 
thoroughly reviews all the 
applicants again so that she 
may submit a new nominee to  
 

 
the Kansas Senate for review 
and confirmation before the end 
of the legislative session. 
Republican senators may not 
accept that person, either. 
Kansas law says that if the 
governor fails to make an 
appointment to the Court of 
Appeals within 60 days of the 
vacancy, the chief justice of the 
Kansas Supreme Court has the 
power to make a nomination. 
Attorney General Derek Schmidt 
sent a letter to the Senate 
President and the Governor 
advising them not to proceed 
further on this nominating issue 
until the language of the law in 
interpreted, which may require 
going before the state Supreme 
Court.   

 

EXITING KANSAS 
UNIONS 

Mark Janus, currently employed 
by an affiliate of the Illinois 
Policy Institute, testified before a 
Senate panel in favor of Senate 
Bill 175 that would allow public 
employees to stop paying union 
dues at any time, even if they 
signed up for a yearlong 
membership. The bill also would 
require employers to send 
annual notices to union 
members to let them know they 
can forgo payments at any time. 
Proponents of the proposed 
legislation raised concerns 
specific to the Kansas chapter of 
the National Education 
Association, which represents 
public school teachers. Teachers 
who agree to join the union 
essentially enter into a contract 
that prevents teachers from 
leaving the union until the end of 
the school year, with dues 
deducted from every paycheck. 
John Nave, a former Topeka city 
councilman who now represents 
the Kansas AFL-CIO, said 
 



 
passage of the proposed 
legislation would stifle the 
voices of public employees 
who want union guidance. 
Other unions called the bill 
unnecessary and unfair, 
and raised concerns about 
employees who could seek 
union membership to 
influence a contract vote, 
then abandon the union 
shortly after. 

 

TAX BILL SENT TO 
GOVERNOR 

The Kansas Legislature sent 
Senate Bill 22 to Governor 
Kelly this week. It helps 
multinational corporations 
and individuals avoid paying 
state income taxes, lower 
the state’s sales tax on food 
and impose a sales tax on 
out-of-state businesses 
making internet transactions. 
In addition to windfall 
provisions previously 
approved by the Senate, the 
House sweetened the bill to 
include the 1%, or $43 
million, reduction in sales tax 
on food starting Oct. 1. The 
House also decided to insert 
a sales tax on internet 
businesses starting in 
October to generate about 
$21 million annually. The 
Senate voted 24-16 to 
concur with the House’s 
tweak to Senate Bill 22. The 
measure emerged from the 
House on a vote of 76-43 in 
early March. 

 

NEW WAY TO 
NOMINATE 

JUDGES 
A proposed amendment to 
the Kansas Constitution was 
introduced Wednesday in 
the Senate Federal and 
State Affairs Committee  
 

 
requiring Senate confirmation 
of a governor’s nominees to 
the Kansas Supreme Court. It 
would have to be passed by 
the House and Senate before 
being placed on a statewide 
ballot. Currently for vacancies 
on the Supreme Court, the 
constitution only requires a 
nominating committee to 
consider merits of applicants 
and to identify three finalists. 
Governors choose from the 
finalists to fill seats on the 
Supreme Court. 
 

NEW KDOT 
SECRETARY 

A Kansas Senate committee 
unanimously voted to endorse 
confirmation of Julie Lorenz, 
to be secretary of the Kansas 
Department of Transportation. 
Lorenz who has served as 
interim secretary of KDOT 
since January, said the 
agency must be rebuilt after 
hundreds of millions of dollars 
for highways was swept from 
transportation budgets and 
led to delays in the statewide 
T-Works program. In addition, 
she noted the agency’s 
experienced workforce has 
been depleted. Lorenz 
believes KDOT’s future 
depends on renewal of budget 
stability, as well as 
identification of more efficient 
practices and investment in 
technology, her challenge is 
to address construction 
promises made in the past 
and develop an innovative 
vision for the state’s 
transportation infrastructure 
future at a time of intense 
competition for state 
government resources. Earlier 
in her career, she was an aide 
to Deb Miller, who served as 
KDOT secretary to Governors 
Brownback, Parkinson and 
 

 
Sebelius.  Lorenz was at KDOT 
during development of the $8 
billion T-Works highway 
program launched in 2010 and 
was facilitator of the Kansas 
Legislature’s transportation task 
force in 2018. 

 

MORE COUNTIES 
EMBRACE  

OPPORTUNITY 
The Kansas Senate advanced 
on voice votes a pair of bills 
relating to expansion of the 
state’s Rural Opportunity Zone 
program by adding Atchison, 
Cowley, Crawford, Dickinson, 
Ford, Franklin, Miami and 
Pottawatomie counties to the 
list of 77 counties already 
designated as ROZ and by 
extending the program by five 
years to 2026. The program 
provides student loan 
forgiveness and income tax 
waivers to those who relocate 
to rural areas with the goal 
being to attract young workers 
to areas that have struggled 
with population growth. 
 

DISPENSARIES  
HAVE SUPPORT  

IN KANSAS 
Veterans, victims of chronic 
illness and their loved ones 
packed an overflowing Senate 
committee room Thursday to 
urge lawmakers support of 
Senate Bill 113 proposed by 
Senator Tom Holland that offers 
a framework for regulating the 
production and dispensary of 
cannabis in Kansas. Patients 
would obtain a recommendation 
for marijuana from a health care 
provider, and the Kansas 
Department of Revenue would 
oversee the growers and 
sellers. 


