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KLPG is a bipartisan, 
voluntary, independent, non-
profit corporation comprised 

of elected county 
commissioners in rural 
counties interested in 

preserving & strengthening 
constitutional government. 

 
 

KLPG Friday morning call-ins 
at 8AM during the legislative 

session. Call (605) 475-3235 & 
enter 301599#. Legislative 

update calls last 30 minutes. 
Our next call is May 12th. 
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RETURN TO BUDGET  
AND TAX IMPASSES 

 

Tax negotiations between the House 
and Senate stalled after two attempts at 
crafting solutions since their return to 
work on Monday. Further debate was 
called off Thursday morning without 
lawmakers taking votes. Legislative 
leaders have made it clear the 
lawmakers must either make a plan that 
the governor won’t veto or put together 
a deal with a strong two-thirds majority 
consensus that will be veto-proof. So far 
both options have been elusive for both 
chambers, but work will resume Friday 
on ways to format the billion-plus tax 
increase necessary to balance the state 
budget and meet the Kansas Supreme 
Court mandate to allocate more money 
for schools now that the K-12 Education 
Budget Committee has opted to divert 
all new school funding decisions to the 
House and Senate tax committees. 
 

STAR BONDS STILL SHINING 
House Bill 2184 passed the House 112-
11 to keep STAR bonds as an economic 
development incentive by extending 
their expiration date to July 1, 2022. The 
bill also eliminated language 
that allowed a county commission or  
 

 
 
 
school board to oppose a STAR 
bond district if it is found the 
district would impact property 
taxes and also eliminated the 
requirement that the Secretary 
of Commerce must approve a 
city or county option to use all or 
part of transient guest tax 
money on STAR bond 
payments.  Additionally, wording 
to include the renovation and 
expansion costs of Salina’s 
Stiefel Theatre was inserted. 
Senate approval is needed. 
STAR bonds are intended to be 
issued to help finance tourism 
and entertainment projects. 
Sales tax generated from the 
projects is used toward 
retirement of bonds. This tool 
has been used for the Legends 
of Village West and the Kansas 
Speedway, both in the Kansas 
City area, and for the Kansas 
Underground Salt Museum.   

 

REVENUES HIT MARK 
The state Department of 
Revenue reported Monday that 
tax collections last month were 
$1.8 million more than 
anticipated. The state collected 
about $639 million in taxes 
making the surplus for the 
month 0.3%. The report comes 
less than two weeks after state 
officials and university 
economists revised revenue 
projections through June 2019. 
The new forecast was a little 
more optimistic than the 
previous one issued in 
November.  
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WESTAR SALE 
MAY PROCEED 

 
Missouri-based Great Plains 
Energy Inc. and Topeka-
based Westar Energy Inc. 
announced Thursday that 
they petitioned Kansas 
regulators requesting that 
they reconsider their 
rejection of the proposed 
sale of the state's largest 
electric company to the 
Missouri firm. Kansas 
Corporation Commission 
said last month that the 
$12.2 billion price was too 
high and would leave the 
combined utility financially 
weaker than the separate 
companies. Great Plains 
and Westar argued the deal 
would create nearly $2 
billion in operating 
efficiencies over the next 
decade to keep electric 
rates in check. The utilities 
are asking to have until the 
end of May to determine 
whether a revised 
transaction can be 
negotiated that resolves the 
commission's concerns. 

. 

HEMP BILL WITH 
MIXED 

ENDORSEMENTS 
MAKES PROGRESS 

 
Representatives passed the 
industrial hemp production bill 
HB 2182 on a 103-18 vote and 
sent it to the Senate Commerce 
Committee where it rests. There 
was no hearing and the 
committee is not expected to be 
meeting during the veto session.  
Early estimates project it would 
require $816,153 in fiscal year 
2018 and $628,168 in fiscal year 
2019, to carry out the legislation. 
The Kansas Bureau of 
Investigation opposed the bill 
while the Kansas Department of 
Agriculture was neutral. 
 

KANSAS A STRONG 
WIND PRODUCTION 

STATE 
 
According to the American Wind 
Energy Association’s first-
quarter report, Kansas will reach 
5,000 megawatts of wind power 
generation capacity this year. 
Only Texas, Oklahoma, 
California and Iowa produce 
more. In the first three months of 
2017, two wind farms — the 
200-megawatt Cimarron Bend II 
wind farm in Clark County and 
the 280-megawatt Western 
Plains wind farm in Ford County 
— came on line. That brings 
Kansas to 4,931 megawatts of 
generation capacity, according 
to AWEA. The 178-megawatt 
Bloom Wind Farm south of 
Dodge City in Ford and Clark 
counties is under construction 
and the 400-megawatt Iron Star 
wind farm near Dodge City is in 
advanced development and  
 

likely will be built this year. That 
would mean a quadrupling of the 
amount of wind generation in the 
state in just six years. AWEA 
calculates the total investment in 
Kansas at $8.4 billion. About 
three dozen additional wind 
farms, with more than 8,000 
megawatts of generating 
capacity, are lined up and 
seeking study by the regional 
power authority, the Southwest 
Power Pool. Most of these 
projects are unapproved and 
unscheduled. Construction would 
depend on getting approval and 
finding customers to buy the 
power. The state’s utilities 
continue to like wind power 
because it has become 
competitive with the less 
expensive conventional gas-fired 
turbines plus the federal 
government continues to offer a 
Production Tax Credit.  Governor 
Brownback has set a goal of 50% 
of Kansas electricity to come 
from renewable energy by the 
end of his term. 
 

KANSAS HOUSING 
GREAT FOR 
TEACHERS 

 
Wichita ranks first in the nation 
when it comes to affordable 
housing for teachers according to 
a report released by website 
Apartment List. Teacher salaries 
were compared with apartment 
prices to determine whether 
educators could spend less than 
30% of their income to rent an 
apartment. In Wichita, a teacher 
needs to spend from about 10% 
of their annual income to pay for 
a one-bedroom apartment up to 
16% to rent a two-bedroom 
apartment. In almost a third of the 
U.S. cities teachers have to 
spend more than 30% of their 
income for housing. 


