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KLPG is a bipartisan, 
voluntary, independent, non-
profit corporation comprised 

of elected county 
commissioners in rural 
counties interested in 

preserving & strengthening 
constitutional government. 

 
 

KLPG Friday morning call-ins 
at 8AM during the legislative 

session. Call (605) 475-3235 & 
enter 301599#. Legislative 

update calls last 30 minutes. 
Our next call is April 7th. 
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WILDFIRE RELIEF NEEDS 
 

In a profound act of charity, The Case 
Morgan Farmer’s Bureau Young Leader’s 
group of Jacksonville, IL organized a 
collection of 240 round bales and 200 
small square bales of hay & loaded them 
on a convoy of trailers headed to Ashland 
this week to aid wildfire victims. If you are 
wondering how you can help too, here are 
some ideas: Donate & transport hay and 
fencing supplies to the collection site at 
Ashland Feed and Seed on 1975 County 
Road in Ashland, Kansas. You do not 
need to call ahead with supplies unless 
you are bringing several truckloads. The 
need for hay will continue for nearly a 
year. Perhaps an even bigger need is for 
fencing supplies, specifically Galvanized 
barbed wire, 14 gauge or heavier, with 2 
or 4 point barbs & Osage orange or 
creosote treated wooden posts or steel t-
posts, at least 6 foot in length. There is 
also a great need for milk replacer for 
calves that have lost their mothers in the 
wildfire. Volunteer labor can also be 
utilized to reduce the financial burden on 
ranchers. Volunteers will be used to tear 
out damaged fence and eventually 
replace it with new fence.  Free 
accommodations are available in Ashland 
at a church camp. Volunteers will need to 
provide their own bedding items, towels, 
and toiletry items. Each volunteer should  

 
plan to take a pair of durable 
gloves and fencing pliers.  To 
volunteer, contact Holly Fast at 
620-408-6021.  Volunteer 
recovery efforts will last for 
years and costs tens of 
millions of dollars. 

FLAT TAX STILL ON 
THE TABLE 

Kansas legislators are 
pursuing multiple proposals for 
moving the state to a "flat" 
personal income tax while 
increasing taxes to address 
the state's serious budget 
problems. The House Taxation 
Committee voted 14-7 to 
endorse a bill that would 
impose a personal income tax 
rate of 5% for all filers, rather 
than having two rates. The bill 
also increases the standard 
deductions taken by all filers, 
lowers the state's 6.5% sales 
tax on groceries and repeals a 
personal income tax 
exemption for more than 
330,000 farmers and business 
owners. They believe this 
would raise about $850 million 
in new revenue over two 
years. The Senate 
Assessment and Taxation 
Committee gave first-round 
approval to a similar proposal 
that would reap $545 million in 
new revenue over the two 
years. The House 
Appropriations Committee also 
worked on its own budget 
proposals. Moving to a single 
tax rate of 5% could hit poor 
and middle-class families 
harder because more of their 
income is now taxed at the 
lowest rate of 2.7%. 
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AERIAL HUNTING IN 
OKLAHOMA 

Oklahoma could soon join Louisiana 
and Texas in allowing hunters to 
shoot feral hogs from helicopters. 
Aerial gunners are already used to 
help control feral swine in 
Oklahoma, but the work can only be 
done by trained, licensed 
contractors with support from the 
Oklahoma Department of Agriculture 
Food and Forestry. Lawmakers are 
considering a bill to expand the 
practice to private operations to 
allow private landowners, 
companies and pilots to apply for a 
state license and be responsible for 
the activity. Hunters on board the 
aircraft wouldn't need a license, nor 
would they have to provide their 
names to the state. Oklahoma's 
agriculture department says its 
agents killed more than 11,200 feral 
hogs last year, mostly by air. Aerial 
shooting has proven effect in getting 
rid of the hogs, which are nuisance 
to the state." Federal Aviation 
Administration rules require 
licensing before anyone can shoot a 
firearm from an aircraft. 

WIND POWER IN 
KANSAS 

Company and government officials 
will dedicate two of its recently 
opened wind farms in Kingman and 
Pratt counties next week. The 
Kingman and Ninnescah wind 
energy centers, each have a 
capacity to generate 200  

megawatts, and started generating 
power in December. Most of the 
power will go to Westar Energy, 
while a minority will go to Midwest 
Energy in Hays, as well as the 
municipal systems in McPherson, 
Chanute, Iola, Fredonia and 
Sabetha. Westar also recently 
completed the 280-megawatt 
capacity Western Plains wind farm 
in Ford County. With the three new 
wind farms, Westar now has 1,750 
megawatts of wind power capacity 
and is halting, at least for the 
moment, any new wind power 
investment. 
 

PROPERTY APPRAISER 
ELECTIONS 

The Senate Assessment and 
Taxation Committee discussed 
possibly requiring the election of 105 
county appraisers on ballots starting 
with the general election in 
November 2018. Currently they are 
appointed by county commissions to 
appraise property for tax purposes. 
The amendment proposed by 
Senator Larry Alley would replace the 
contents of Senate Bill 167 repealed 
a mandate in place since January 1st 
that city and county governments 
seek voter consent for budgets 
triggering higher property taxes. The 
objective of the original bill was to 
eliminate the property tax lid from 
state law. 
 

COUNTY COMMISSIONER 
ELECTIONS 

HB 2006 that would reduce the 
governor’s authority to personally 
choose replacements for county 
commissioners was approved by the 
house and the Senate this week 
with slight variations. Under both 
versions of the bill approved in the 
Legislature, the vacancies would be 
filled by election, not gubernatorial 
appointment. The House version 
outlined a special election. The 
Senate version provides for a 
special election option or for an 
election in conjunction with the next 
general election, which would save 
county taxpayers the expense of a 
special election.  The two versions 
will have to be reconciled. Senate 

Minority Leader Hensley reasoned it is 
easy for some appointees to lose sight 
that they are accountable to the 
taxpayers. As an example, he cited the 
Shawnee County election officer who 
overspent his budget by $85,000 and 
when the county commissioners voted 
to reduce his pay to correct the overage 
he responded: “I’m not accountable to 
you. I’m accountable to the Secretary of 
State because he’s the one who actually 
appoints me.” 
 

FEDERAL DISASTER 
FUNDS AVAILABLE 

Linda McMahon of the U.S. Small 
Business Administration has announced 
that low-interest federal disaster loans 
are now available to private nonprofits 
that provide essential services of a 
governmental nature in Barton, Clark, 
Comanche, Edwards, Ellsworth, Ford, 
Hodgeman, Jewell, Kiowa, Meade, 
Ness, Pawnee, Pratt, Rice, Rush, 
Russell, Seward, Sheridan, Stafford and 
Trego counties following the 
amendment to President Trump’s Feb. 
24 major disaster declaration for Public 
Assistance as a result of the severe 
winter storm that occurred Jan. 13-16. 
SBA may lend up to $2 million to repair 
or replace damaged or destroyed real 
estate, machinery and equipment, 
inventory and other business assets. 
SBA can also lend additional funds to 
help with the cost of improvements to 
protect, prevent or minimize the same 
type of disaster damage from occurring 
in the future.  For certain private 
nonprofit organizations of any size, SBA 
also offers Economic Injury Disaster 
Loans to help meet working capital 
needs caused by the disaster. Economic 
Injury Disaster Loans may be used to 
pay fixed debts, payroll, accounts 
payable and other bills that cannot be 
paid because of the disaster’s impact. 
Economic injury assistance is available 
regardless of whether the private 
nonprofit suffered any property damage.  
The interest rate is 2.5 percent with 
terms up to 30 years. The filing deadline 
to return applications for property 
damage is April 25. The deadline to 
return economic injury applications is 
Nov. 27. Applicants may apply online 
using SBA’s secure website at: 
https://disasterloan.sba.gov/ela.  


