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counties interested in 
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enter 301599#. Legislative 
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BUDGET BILL VETOED 
 

Governor Brownback vetoed the House, 
and Senate, passed budget Bill 2178 this 
week, arguing the tax increases would 
have harmed working Kansans. He called 
attention to his budget proposal which 
relies on increases in cigarette and liquor 
taxes, selling off annual tobacco 
settlement payments received by the 
state, and drawing from a long-term 
investment fund. A Bipartisan veto 
override effort in the House passed with 
84 votes, but a bipartisan coalition of 24 
senators failed to override when Senate 
President Susan Wagle, and Senate 
Majority Leader Jim Denning refused to 
vote along with them, citing retroactivity 
and echoing criticisms made by 
Brownback.  Many lawmakers believe the 
override failure means budget cuts have 
become more likely and this session will 
go into overtime as it did last year. 
 

PROGRESSIVE AG 
TESTIMONY 

At a Senate Agriculture Committee field 
hearing in Kansas on Wednesday, Shan 
Hanes, President and CEO of First 
National Bank in Elkhart, and a member of 
ABA’s Agricultural and Rural Bankers 
Committee, advocated for changes to the 
upcoming 2018 Farm Bill that would take 
 

 
 
 
 
 
into account the rising costs of 
agriculture.  He urged 
lawmakers to reform the USDA 
Guaranteed Farm Loan 
Program, calling for an increase 
to the lending limit cap on 
guaranteed ownership and 
guaranteed operating loans, as 
well as other reforms that would 
help modernize the programs. 
He also encouraged lawmakers 
to make changes to agriculture 
risk coverage and price loss 
coverage programs in response 
to volatility in commodity prices 
that farmers have experienced 
recently. Hanes also raised 
concerns over the increasing 
size and complexity of the 
taxpayer-backed Farm Credit 
System, citing that it was 
created 100 years ago under 
financial conditions that no 
longer exist for farmers. 
 

OPEN RECORDS 
EXCEPTION 

Lawmakers gave early approval 
to House Bill 2070 that would 
allow the Kansas Commission 
on Peace Officers’ Standards 
and Training to exempt records 
of complaints received and/or 
maintained from disclosure 
under the Kansas Open 
Records Act. The bill also 
exempts a registry of law 
enforcement officers in Kansas 
maintained by the commission 
from disclosure. 
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TEACHER TENURE 
RESTORATION 

In a 68-54 vote The House 
advanced their Bill 2186 
restoring teacher tenure making 
them a step closer to reversing 
the 2014 law that stripped 
educators of due process 
protections. Before that, Kansas 
educators earned non-
probationary status in their fourth 
year of teaching, granting them 
the right to due process in the 
face of potential dismissal. 
KNEA sued that same year, 
arguing the legislation was 
unconstitutional however they 
lost that lawsuit just last month. It 
is continuing to pursue other 
legal challenges related to the 
due process repeal. The House 
Education Committee chairman 
opposed the amendment, asking 
for the process to play out, 
stating that the KNEA and the 
Kansas Association of School 
Boards should come to an 
agreement on their own.  
 

MEDICAID MOTION 
MADE 

House Minority Leader Jim 
Ward, filed a rarely invoked 
motion this week to take the 
Medicaid expansion proposal 
 

HB2064 out of the House Health 
and Human Services Committee 
and put it up for debate after the 
committee had voted 9-8 to table 
the expansion proposal until April 
3. Lawmakers will vote on the 
motion next week which will need 
70 votes to pass. The original 
legislation faces long odds to 
becoming law since Governor 
Brownback has made it clear he 
will likely veto it. 

 
STUDENT LED DESIGN 

PROJECT 
The Design+Make Studio, a KSU 
research-based program where 
graduate students address 
community needs using design as 
a way of problem-solving, 
announced their latest open-
source project. The focus is by far 
their most ambitious ever as they 
design an affordable duplex in the 
Waldo area of KC. This has been 
commissioned by Botwin 
Commercial Development, who 
will eventually build the project. 
With Kansas City, rent increasing 
at a rate that is 56% higher than 
the national average, many 
people who work in Waldo, can’t 
afford to live in Waldo. With that 
in mind the project goals are to 
create quality affordable housing 
utilizes a modest footprint with 
high-quality materials with plans 
that can flex to meet future needs. 
 

DAIRY FEE EXEMPTION 
Senate Bill 61 has been endorsed 
to eliminate a state fee exemption 
held by a northwest Kansas dairy 
that manufactures Dannon yogurt 
at an on-site plant. Fairness of the 
exemption for the lone large-scale 
dairy was challenged because 
comparable producers in Garden 
City, Hutchinson, Wichita and 
elsewhere pay the fee. The 
legislation would retain the 
exemption for manufacturing 
plants on dairies producing less 
than 6 million pounds of milk 
annually.  

 

GENETIC TRADE 
MISSION 

The Kansas Department of 
Agriculture is seeking individuals 
to participate in a beef genetics 
trade mission to Costa Rica on 
April 23-27, 2017. In an effort to 
increase market opportunities for 
U.S. and Kansas beef genetics, 
this program provides an 
opportunity for Kansas purebred 
beef cattle producers and their 
allies to develop relationships with 
livestock producers in Costa Rica. 
KDA strives to encourage and 
enhance economic growth of the 
agriculture industry and the 
Kansas economy by exploring and 
domestic & international marketing 
opportunities. This trade mission is 
funded in part by the U.S. 
Livestock Genetics Export, Inc. 
Selected participants will be 
eligible for travel stipends for 
airfare depending upon number of 
applicants and fund availability. 
Participants will be responsible for 
the cost of hotels, meals and other 
incidental expenses. Individuals 
interested in participating should 
complete the KDA application by 
March 6th. 
 

AG DATA TRAINING 
Kansas State University and the 
Kansas Ag Research and 
Technology Association will host 
the workshop “Dealing with 
Precision Agriculture Data” on 
March 3 at the 4-H Building in 
Goodland. Registration is due by 
March 1. Participation is free for 
KARTA members; there is a $25 
fee for non-members. The focus of 
the workshop will be cleaning yield 
data using USDA ARS Yield Editor 
software. Participants are 
encouraged to bring a laptop with 
the software installed, or it can be 
installed during the workshop. To 
register, visit:  
tinyurl.com/yieldeditorworkshops 

 


