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MEDICAID EXPANSION GAINS 
VOTES 

 

House Health and Human Services 
Committee Chairman Daniel 
Hawkins reports that the vote count 
on a bill to expand Kansas’ Medicaid 
program, known as KanCare, seems 
to be neck and neck. The bill is 
currently waiting for further review of 
its financial impact report. Governor 
Brownback and the Kansas 
Department of Health and 
Environment, which oversees 
KanCare, have always opposed 
expanding Medicaid, stating that 
doing so would financially burden 
the state. In a memo earlier this 
month, Budget Director Shawn 
Sullivan estimated that expansion 
would necessitate the state hiring 
179 new employees within two 
years and that the state’s costs 
would increase by nearly $33 million 
during the fiscal year beginning July 
1, and by nearly $78 million the year 
after that. Other opponents cited 
uncertainty over the future of the 
Affordable Care Act as one reason 
not to expand Medicaid. The bill’s  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
supporters said it would be 
budget-neutral and, 
possibly, an economic 
boon because of additional 
federal dollars for 
Medicaid, potential jobs 
created by increased 
access to care, and fees 
collected from private 
management companies. 
The Kaiser Family 
Foundation published a 
review of academic 
research on Medicaid 
expansion that affirms 
positive economic impacts 
despite higher than 
expected enrollment in 
other states. A 
spokesperson for the 
Alliance for a Healthy 
Kansas testified that 
members of Congress 
representing expansion 
states would advocate for 
keeping their expansions. 
Kansas privatized its 
Medicaid program in 2013. 
The Federal Centers for 
Medicare and Medicaid 
Services found Kansas out 
of compliance in January. 
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SOME AQUIFERS SEE 
RISE 

The Kansas Geological 
Survey collects data on 
aquifer levels annually in 
January to monitor 
conditions of the multi-state 
High Plains Aquifer which 
includes 3 smaller Kansas 
aquifers. The report shows 
the Great Bend Prairie 
Aquifer rose more than half 
a foot, while the Equus 
Beds Aquifer rose more 
than 2 feet. The increases 
come after a multiyear 
drought that lowered water 
levels in 2011 & 2012. The 
Ogallala Aquifer in western 
Kansas continues to shrink 
its annual average of 40 
feet.  The U.S. Drought 
Monitor lists most of 
western Kansas as a 
moderate to severe drought 
area. KGS water-data 
manager Brownie Wilson 
said conditions could 
change by the time 
irrigation season starts this 
spring. 
 

 

REINSTATING TENURE 
The House Education 
Committee heard testimony 
on reinstatement of the 
Tenure of Instructors Act that 
had been on the books for 
decades before lawmakers 
repealed it in 2014. This 
would renew due process 
rights for K-12 public school 
teachers who are terminated 
or not renewed for the 
following year. At the end of 
the hearing, committee 
chairman Clay Aurand 
declared they would not 
advance the bill this year but 
rather ask those officials from 
teachers’ unions and the 
Kansas Association of School 
Boards work out a 
compromise to be brought 
back next year. Many school 
districts have negotiated with 
their local teachers’ unions to 
develop their own due 
process procedures since 
2014. 

 

END-OF-LIFE SEES NO 
END TO DEBATE 

Senate Federal and State 
Affairs Committee heard 
testimony on Senate Bill 85, 
which would compel Kansas 
medical facilities to disclose 
policies related to end-of-life 
care for patients under the 
age of 18. It would also 
prohibit implementation of do 
not resuscitate orders without 
parental permission. Support 
for the measure came from Lt. 
Governor Jeff Colyer, MD, 
who said it was necessary to 
counter a system of medical 
care that allowed someone 
other than parents to decide 
if, or when, a child’s life held 

value. Deborah Stern, general 
counsel for the Kansas 
Hospital Association, spoke 
against the bill saying it will 
drive a wedge between health 
care providers and patient’s 
families. 

 

MORAN PROPOSES 
BROADER FARM BILL 

GOALS 
Kansas U.S. Senator Jerry 
Moran says wheat and 
sorghum need attention in the 
next farm bill, along with other 
key commodities, including 
cotton and dairy. The Senator 
noted hard red winter wheat 
acres in Kansas are at the 
second lowest level in the past 
100 years and the threat of 
sugarcane aphids to sorghum 
may make the acreage income 
fall by another 30% this year. 
Legislators and agriculture 
groups have largely focused 
on cotton and dairy products 
so far during the early stages 
of farm bill discussions. Moran 
believes that if farmers from 
across the nation stand 
together during the next farm 
bill they can, and will, work 
together to address the critical 
issues facing growers of every 
commodity. 

 

LAW ENFORCEMENT MAY 
INCLUDE IMMIGRATION 

Law enforcement officials 
would be required to help 
immigration officials under two 
bills before a Kansas Senate 
committee. One bill would 
compel the Kansas Highway 
Patrol to look into an 
agreement allowing its officers 
to get training in Federal 
immigration laws so they could 
 



 
help enforce them. The 
other would crack down on 
jurisdictions that don’t 
comply with immigration 
authorities’ requests to 
detain immigrants who are 
in the country illegally. The 
bills are backed by 
Secretary of State Kris 
Kobach, who has 
championed tough voting 
and immigration bills. But 
opponents say resources 
for the highway patrol 
would be expensive. 
 

HOSPITAL MUST HAVE 
OPEN RECORDS 

The Kansas Court of 
Appeals has decided that 
the financial records Kiowa 
County Memorial Hospital 
in Greensburg are indeed 
subject to the Kansas Open 
Records Act. In 2001, the 
hospital's board signed a 
lease agreement with Great 
Plains of Kiowa County Inc. 
to administer the hospital. 
Great Plains, which was 
formed for the sole purpose 
of operating the Kiowa 
County Hospital, is a 
subsidiary of Great Plains 
Health Alliance Inc., 
another nonprofit that has 
identical officers and 
directors. Kiowa County 
levies a tax to support the 
hospital, but the hospital 
also receives revenue from 
Federal grants, the state of 
Kansas and from patients 
or their insurers 
nevertheless from 2011 to 
2014 Great Plains asked for 
steadily increasing support 
from the county to cover a 
larger and larger share of 
the hospital's overall cost of 

 
operations. In October 2014, 
Kiowa Co. Commissioners 
filed an open records request 
which Great Plains denied. 
The county then sued and 
won in Kiowa County District 
Court that determined Great 
Plains was violating the 
Open Records Act. Great 
Plains appealed that decision 
but the Kansas Court of 
Appeals affirmed the lower 
court ruling and sided with 
the county this week. The 
opinion written by Judge G. 
Joseph Pierron Jr. said in 
part that by assuming the 
role as the sole operator of 
the hospital on behalf of the 
Board, GPKC's operating 
records are deemed to be 
public records and must be 
submitted to the County 
Commissioners. 

 

TRANSFORMATIVE TAX 
BILL GOES TO 

GOVERNOR 
With a 76-48 vote, the 
Kansas House advanced 
House Bill 2178 to the 
Senate. The legislation will 
repeal the so-called LLC 
loophole that exempts 
certain non-wage business 
income from state taxes. It 
would also reinstate a third 
income tax bracket and raise 
individual rates for many 
wage earners to generate an 
estimated $1.04 billion over 
the next two years. The 
Senate, by a vote of 21 – 19 
on Friday morning, adopted 
the House tax plan. The 
measure will be sent to the 
Governor, who issued a 
statement following the 
House vote condemning tax 
bill, for his consideration and  

 
enactment into law. The 
proposal has caused unease 
over the new income thresholds 
and their long term, potentially 
negative impact on Kansas 
family budgets. The tax bill is 
accompanied by two other 
income increasing pieces of 
legislation passed by the House. 
One would borrow over $300 
million from a state-managed 
investment and the other would 
eliminate increases in pension 
contributions.   

 

CONCEALED WEAPONS 
CAN RETURN TO 

CAMPUSES 
A House Federal and State 
Affairs Committee bill that would 
have exempted the University of 
Kansas hospital as well as all 
other public health care facilities 
from allowing people to carry 
concealed firearms in those 
buildings failed to advance when 
the committee split evenly, 11-
11, on a motion to send it to the 
full House. Committee Chairman 
John Barker declined to cast a 
tie-breaking vote. Hospital 
officials had pleaded for the 
exemption, saying that without it 
KU would be the only hospital in 
the Kansas City metropolitan 
region where concealed 
weapons would be allowed. 
They argued concealed 
weapons would not only put 
patients and staff at risk, but 
would also put the hospital at a 
competitive disadvantage in the 
market. Gun rights advocates, 
however, argued that despite 
the presence of campus police 
force, there is not enough 
security on the sprawling 
complex to protect patients and 
staff. 


