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WILDFIRES RAVAGE KANSAS 
 

Wildfires raging across Kansas have 
driven thousands from their homes, as 
some 2000 firefighters converge on the 
650,000-acre blazes in more than 21 
counties this week. Governor Brownback 
signed Executive Order 17-01 on 
Thursday to assist recovery efforts in 
Clark County and other wildfire affected 
areas of the state by waiving motor 
carrier regulations and easing the 
delivery of large shipments of hay, 
fencing material and other recovery items 
in the time of need. The Kansas Farm 
Bureau is connecting those who want to 
donate supplies like fencing, building 
materials and labor to those who need it. 
You can go to their website 
https://www.kfb.org/Article/Kansas-
wildfire-relief to see how to help those 
affected by the wildfires. Those who can 
donate hay or money are encouraged to 
contact Kansas Livestock Association at 
785-273-5115. 
 

RUMORS OF BROWNBACK 
DEPARTURE 

Vice President Mike Pence has been 
advocating for his close friend, Kansas 
Governor Sam Brownback, to land a job 
in President Trump’s administration since  

 

 
 
 
he was named as the 
Republicans’ running-mate.  
Brownback served on both the 
campaigns’ agricultural and 
Catholic advisory committees 
and has been considered for 
several positions since the 
election but an offer & 
acceptance has yet to happen. 
That may change soon in light of 
an unconfirmed report 
circulating that he is currently 
under consideration to become 
U.S. ambassador to the United 
Nations for food and agriculture, 
a post that would take the 
Brownback family to Rome. The 
Governor is sticking firmly to a 
“no comment” comment in 
regard to that possible 
appointment. 
 

GOOD REVENUE 
NEWS 

The Department of Revenue 
reported tax collections in 
February came in at $36.9 
million above official estimates. 
It was the third month in a row 
that tax revenues have met or 
exceeded official projections. 
The report showed the state 
took in $86 million in individual 
income taxes in February, up 
18% from the same month last 
year. Retail sales tax collections 
at $167.6 million were $3.9 
million higher than in February 
2016.  Kansas Revenue 
Secretary Sam Williams called 
the report a hopeful sign that the 
Kansas economy is improving. 
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SCHOOL FUNDING 
ADEQUACY MUST BE 

ADDRESSED 
 

The Kansas Supreme Court has 
again ruled that the Legislature 
must address funding for the 
state’s public schools. The 
justices declined to set a dollar 
amount and rejected “any litmus 
test that relies on specific 
funding levels,” because that 
approach unconstitutionally 
deprives many Kansas students 
of the educational opportunities 
to which they are entitled. 
Lawmakers have until June 30 to 
approve a new funding formula 
that provides greater funding. 
Adjusted for inflation, the state is 
spending about $500 million less 
in base state aid for schools now 
than it did almost a decade ago. 
 

 LESSER PRAIRIE 
CHICKEN GARNERS 

GREATER ATTENTION 
 

Wildlife agencies of five states 
have joined with the Western 
Association of Fish and Wildlife 
Agencies to secure tens of 
thousands of acres of grassland 
for little members of grouse 
family called lesser prairie 
chickens. At stake: energy and 
agriculture enterprises in Kansas, 
Colorado, New Mexico,  

 
Oklahoma and Texas. Currently, 
the lesser prairie chicken is not on 
the endangered list. In 2014, a 
group called WildEarth Guardians 
sued the federal government to 
force a speedier determination of 
the bird’s status, and the 
government settled, entering into 
an agreement called a consent 
decree and listing the lesser prairie 
chicken as “threatened.” There 
were more lawsuits, and the lesser 
prairie chicken was delisted last 
July after a federal judge ruled the 
government failed to consider the 
voluntary efforts to save the bird’s 
habitat. The Lesser Prairie 
Chicken Initiative Council reported 
last March that the conservation 
plan had led to a 25 percent 
increase in the bird’s population, 
with almost $51 million in fees and 
more than 67,000 acres pledged to 
the effort. But environmental 
groups sued again, and the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service said it 
would now be “undertaking a 
thorough re-evaluation of the bird’s 
status and the threats it faces,” to 
“determine anew” whether the bird 
should be listed as endangered. 
 

WIND ENERGY GROWS 
 

With this weeks’ start of operations 
at Western Plains Wind Farm near 
Dodge City, Westar Energy now 
has a capacity for nearly 1,700 
megawatts of energy from wind 
and can now meet a third of its 
electrical needs with wind energy.  
Westar owns three wind farms and 
buys power from eight more. All 
but one are in Kansas. About 20% 
of Westar’s energy comes from the 
Wolf Creek Nuclear Plant and 50% 
of its electricity comes from coal 
fired generators and natural gas 
fired plants. It also has several 
small solar and landfill gas 
reclamation energy plants. 

 

ECONOMIC INCENTIVES 
DEBATED 

 

Two bills focused on the PEAK, or 
Promoting Employment Across 
Kansas, program saw fierce  

 
debate thisweek. SB 222 has a 
complete 1-year moratorium on the 
tax incentive initiative while SB 223 
would limit the benefits of the 
program to just those companies 
moving to Kansas from 250 or more 
miles away. Sec. Antonio Soave, of 
the Commerce Department, says 
the state’s economic development 
will be damaged by these bills. He 
also is the deciding voice on which 
companies would receive the tax 
breaks. Those recommending 
amendment of PEAK cite the cost 
of the program vs. struggles to 
balance the state budget. The 
Kansas Policy Institute even cited 
research that says that jobs 
creation was NOT actually more 
likely with these programs. 
Conversely, Chamber of Commerce 
officials from around the state, 
including Topeka, Lenexa, and 
Wichita testified against the bills.  
 
 

BUDGET REVIEW 
 

Just before turnaround Governor 
Brownback vetoed the income tax 
bill that had gained the approval of 
both the House and Senate.  While 
the House reached the required 
number of votes to override the 
governor’s veto, the bill died after 
the Senate fell three votes short. 
Upon the Legislature’s return to 
action this week, the Senate began 
debate on Governor Brownback’s 
plan to raise $200 million annually 
by retreating from an income tax 
rate cut for lower-income Kansans, 
taxing rent and royalty income, and 
raising cigarette and liquor taxes, 
as well as business filing fees. Two 
hours into debate, the Senate relied 
on a parliamentary maneuver - a 
motion to strike the bill’s enacting 
clause – to kill the bill. In a surge of 
bipartisanship, that motion passed 
in a 37-1 vote that left Senator 
Gene Suellentrop standing alone. 
In an interview, the Governor said 
the Senate ought to place priority 
on adopting the budget revision bill 
approved by the House. 




