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This is a summary of recent 
Kansas government and other 
statewide n e w s , g a t h e r e d  

a n d  c o m p i l e d  
in d e p e n d e n t l y b y Pinegar, 

Smith & Associates from 
news media reports 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

CLARIFYING JUDICIAL 
IMPEACHMENT 

 

Currently, the state constitution cites 
“treason, bribery, and high crimes and 
misdemeanors” as grounds for 
removal from judicial office. SB 439 
would specify that attempting “to 
usurp the power” of the Legislature or 
executive branch of state 
government, reckless judicial 
conduct, personal misconduct and 
failure to properly supervise judicial 
personnel all qualify as impeachable 
offenses. The bill applies only to 
Supreme Court justices and doesn’t 
apply to appellate justices, nor would 
lawmakers and the governor be held 
to the same list of offenses.  The 
Senate Judiciary Committee 
approved the bill on a voice vote, 
sending it to the full chamber for 
debate. Opponents argued the 
proposal is an attack on fair and 
impartial courts. Efforts to advance a 
constitutional amendment that would 
change the way justices are selected 
failed in the House. The state 
constitution leaves the power to 
impeach solely with the House.  

 

 
RIVAL EDUCATION 

FUNDING 
PROPOSALS 

The Kansas Legislature and 
education leaders have four 
months to grapple with a $30 
million deficit and to find a 
solution to what the Kansas 
Supreme Court has said is 
unconstitutional school 
funding, or, come July 1, there 
will be no mechanism to pay 
for K-12 education in Kansas. 
School districts are some of 
Kansas’ largest employers, but 
a shutdown would also affect 
construction jobs, 
transportation workers and 
other support systems. 
Competing proposals have 
been offered to reduce 
inequities, appease the court, 
and avoid the shutdown, one 
using existing money and the 
other adding money. Senate 
Ways and Means Committee 
Chairman Ty Masterson has a 
plan to reallocate existing aid; 
reducing aid to 186 districts. 
The House Appropriations 
Committee is sponsoring 
Chairman Ron Ryckman Jr.’s 
plan to boost spending by $37 
million, with only 79 districts 
seeing a reduction in aid. 
Meanwhile, Rep. John 
Carmichael, D-Wichita, says “It 
appears…that a classic battle 
between Sedgwick and 
Johnson County is being set 
up.”  
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SENATE TO BRING 

TEACHER UNIONS TO A 
VOTE 

Senate Commerce Committee 
passed Senate Bill 469 on a 
voice vote to require the 
Kansas Department of Labor 
to hold more than 300 
elections across the state 
every three years at an 
estimated cost of $340,000. 
The proposed legislation states 
a teachers union would retain 
its negotiating status as long 
as more than half of the 
employees cast votes in favor 
of that union. Failing this, the 
unit “shall no longer be 
recognized and the 
professional employees shall 
be unrepresented,” the bill 
says. Employees would be 
allowed to form a new 
professional bargaining unit, 
but not if it is “substantially 
similar to or affiliated with” one 
that lost its status in the past 
12 months. In Kansas, most  
local teachers unions — at 
both the K-12 and 
community/technical college 
levels — are affiliates of the 
Kansas National Education 
Association. Supporters 

believe these elections serve 
the voice of teachers. The bill 
would take effect in time for the 
elections to occur starting this 
year. These elections apply only 
to teachers unions, and do not 
impact law enforcement. 
 
 

SCHOOL BOND REVIEW 
CHANGES 

Under current law, school bond 
projects over 14% of a district’s 
value must go before the state 
board. In 2015, that led to the 
review of 20 projects. House 
Education Committee 
chairman, Rep. Ron Highland, 
R-Wamego, has written an 
amendment to bill already 
before the committee that 
would have the Joint 
Committee on State Building 
Construction, composed 
exclusively of lawmakers, 
review ALL projects. Highland 
framed his amendment as 
providing certainty to the 
process. Rep. Valdenia Winn, 
D-Kansas City, questioned the 
source of the certainty. “If 
there’s not a cap on the 
number of applications 
approved or a certain amount, 
you have no clue what the cost 
will be,” Winn said. 
 

REVERSAL OF TAX 
POLICY PROPOSED 

Senate Vice President Jeff 
King, of Independence, and 
Sens. Jim Denning and Greg 
Smith, both from Overland 
Park, have proposed an 
undoing of the 2012 tax policy 
that exempts more than 
330,000 farmers and business 
owners from state income 
taxes. In what they call a “tax 
fairness” move, their proposal 
would only tax 70% of that 
income moving forward. While 
critics of the original business 

tax cut have voiced support for 
this initiative, Brownback 
spokeswoman Eileen Hawley said 
the governor “will not support or 
call for a tax increase on small 
business in Kansas.” 
 

TIME TO CHANGE TIMES 
Though one of a dozen states 
considering similar legislation, the 
Senate Federal and State Affairs 
Committee took no immediate 
action on Senate Bill 282 to 
cease recognition of daylight 
saving time in Kansas. Sen. Ty 
Masterson said research shows 
indicated daylight saving time 
had negative health and 
workplace productivity 
implications.  
 

REMOVAL OF HIGH 
SCHOOL 

CLASSIFICATIONS 
The Senate is considering 
removing the attendance portion 
of the Kansas State High School 
Activities Association 
classification system, but offers 
no replacement categorization 
option. Jeff Hines, assistant 
principal at Paola High School 
and proponent of the bill, told the 
Senate Education Committee the 
change would allow KSHSAA to 
come up with a more flexible 
system. KSHSAA is officially 
neutral about the proposed 
changes as they have a 
committee to study the system in 
use. Sen. Vicki Schmidt, R-
Topeka, expressed concerns 
over the lack of direct KSHSAA 
support. 
 

CONCRETE TAX BREAK 
The 170 ready-mix concrete 
companies operating in Kansas 
are lobbying for HB 2631. The bill  
 
 

 



 
would replace an 8-step 
verification process of fuel usage 
with a flat 22% deduction to 
compensate for fuel used to 
power the big drum on the back of 
trucks that manufactures 
concrete. Opponents expressed 
concerns that HB 2631 sets a 
precedent of other complicated, 
niche deductions, possibly 
resulting in even lower state and 
local revenues.  

 

PROPERTY TAX 
TIMELINE TO MOVE 

A Kansas Senate committee is 
weighing a proposal to move up 
the effective date of a property tax 
lid from 2018 to later this year. "It 
wasn't intended to be a tax lid. It 
was intended to be voter 
empowerment," said Jim Howell, 
Sedgwick County Commission 
chairman. The law bars counties 
and cities from increasing 
property taxes above the rate of 
inflation without a vote, but the 
committee is also reviewing if 
certain language makes actually 
holding an election unnecessarily 
difficult. Supporters have argued 
that this will reduce incentives to 
raise taxes while opponents are 
urging lawmakers to allow local 
governments to retain control. 

 
 
 

SCHOOL FINANCE TO 
MOVE DEPARTMENTS 

SB 311 is bill from the 2015  
session that would move control 
over school finance to the 
Governor and the Department of 
Administration. Under current law, 
the Legislature and governor 
approve the K-12 budget and the 
Department of Education 
distributes the money to the 
state’s school districts. Senator 
Ty Masterson said he thought this 

change “simplifies  & streamlines 
the process” and contended that 
would make it more accountable. 
Proponents tied the bill to the 
Legislature’s current search for 
efficiencies in  
 
 
 

 
state government. SB 311 would, 
for instance, leverage purchasing 
power with other administrative 
functions. Opponents of the bill 
fear, among other things, that this 
move would politicize the 
educational administrative process 
as it would then be operated by 
political appointees. Per the 
Kansas Constitution, the elected 
board is run independently of the 
Governor’s administration. 
 

SCHOOL FUNDING 
LAWYER 

The legislature voted to retain 
outside representation for the 
lawsuit filed in 2010 by the 
Hutchinson, Dodge City, Wichita 
and Kansas City, Kan., districts 
challenging both the adequacy 
and equity of state funding to 
public schools. Senate Minority 
Leader Anthony Hensley, D-
Topeka, and House Minority 
Leader Tom Burroughs, D-
Kansas City, said they weren't 
consulted by the Legislative 
Coordinating Council regarding 
the $50K expenditure, or the 
recommendation retain Overland 
Park attorney Toby Crouse of the 
Foulston-Siefkin firm. Attorneys 
for the four plaintiff school districts 
in the lawsuit have asked the 
court to also require the state to 
make up a shortfall from 2014-15 
school year, raising the potential 
cost of the Kansas Supreme 
Court’s decision to $163 million. 
 

REFUGEE NEEDS TO 
BE CLARIFED 

Under the Kansas Refugee 
Absorptive Capacity Act, 
communities could request a 
moratorium on resettlement from 
the Department for Children and 
Families if they were able to verify 
lack of resources. Kansas is not 
alone in its attempts to limit 
refugee resettlement following the 
Syrian crisis. However, multiple 
and conflicting amendments to 
the act led Representatives to 
vote 72-39 in favor of returning 
the measure to the House  
 

 
Federal and State Affairs 
Committee for clarification. 
Opponents held a fear of terrorism 
should not keep organizations from 
providing their services. Supporters 
wanted to clarify Federal capacity 
requirements related to 
resettlement. FSA Committee 
Chairwoman Republican Rep. Jan 
Pauls, of Hutchinson, 
acknowledged the vague legality of 
the measure in light of the Refugee 
Resettlement Act of 1980. 

 

KANSAS BIOSCIENCE 
AUTHORITY TO BE 

SOLD 
 

Senate Bill 474 would give the 
State Finance Council authority 
over sales of Kansas Bioscience 
Authority property and assets.  
“This was an enormous decision by 
our board of directors,” said KBA 
president and CEO Kevin Lockett. 
“Once we get this approval, we can 
continue down this path of finding a 
long-term solution.” Even with the 
KBA’s mixed record, Sen. Laura 
Kelly said, “It’s just very sad to be 
here today and recognize we’re 
undoing, we’re killing, probably the 
best economic development tool 
that we’ve had.” Gov. Sam 
Brownback has already budgeted 
$25 million in revenue from the sale 
of KBA assets into the 2017 fiscal 
year budget. 
 

GOVERNORS EYE 
ENDANGERED 

SPECIES 
The Western Governors 
Association is reviewing 
implementation options of the 
Endangered Species Act at their 
annual meeting in Denver. WGA 
Chairman Matt Mead of Wyoming 
has questioned how well the act 
actually protects wildlife. 
Endangered species decisions are 
bitterly contested in the West 
because they can restrict the 
energy industry and agriculture.  
 


