
Pinegar, Smith & Associates, Inc. 
 

 
 

 February 26th, 2016 

       Volume IX, Issue 7
 

 

KLPG Capitol Highlights 
 

 
 

2016 Legislature, Week Seven
 

 
 
 

Inside this issue: 
 

Affordable Care Act Suit                 1 
 
 

Speed Limit Change                       1 
 

EPA Issues                                     2 
 

Property Seizure Change                                  3 
 

Juvenile Justice Reform                                      3 
 

  
 

Friday morning call-in at 8AM 
during the legislative session. 

 
Call (605) 475-3235 & enter 
301599#. Legislative update 
calls last 30 minutes. Our 

next call is March 4th. 
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This is a summary of recent 
Kansas government and other 
statewide n e w s , g a t h e r e d  

a n d  c o m p i l e d  
in d e p e n d e n t l y b y Pinegar, 

Smith & Associates from 
news media reports 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

KANSAS ENTERS NEW  
ACA LAWSUIT 

 

Kansas, along with Indiana, 
Louisiana, Nebraska, Texas & 
Wisconsin filed a new lawsuit in the 
Northern District of Texas over the 
Affordable Care Act. The complaint 
takes issue with the Health Insurance 
Providers Fee assessed to health 
insurers to cover federal subsidies & 
seeks an injunction against the 
federal rules that say states are 
responsible for the fee. It also asks 
that states be refunded for what 
they’ve already paid. The fee is 
projected to allow the federal 
government to collect between $13 
billion & $15 billion from states over 
the next decade. 

 

POWER PLANT PLANS DEAD 
Lawmakers in both chambers voted 
nearly unanimously to pass a bill 
meant to trigger a provision in the 
$20 million power plant contract that 
will cancel it & strengthen the state’s 
negotiating position. It also requires 
lawmaker approval for future action 
on the Docking State Office Building 
over the next two years and requires 

 
 
 
 
legislative approval for 
leasing Docking. The 
House passed it 121-1, 
and the Senate approved 
the bill 40-0, sending the 
bill to the governor. Even if 
Brownback were to veto 
the legislation, the 
Legislature has veto-proof 
majorities in both 
chambers in support of the 
bill. Department of 
Administration Secretary 
noted that abandoning the 
contract with the 
construction company 
could force the state to pay 
$2 million for expenses 
incurred & profits 
guaranteed to the 
contractor & that severing 
the financing agreement 
with Bank of America might 
cost the state $400,000 
fees. 
 
 

SPEED LIMITS TO 
CHANGE 

The House approved HB 
2643 in a 106-19 vote 
giving the Secretary of 
Transportation the power to 
increase speed limits on 
rural highways from 65 mph 
to 70 mph. However they 
voted down an amendment 
to raise interstate highway 
speeds to 80 from 75. 
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MINORS AMNESTY BILL 

PASSED 
Governor Brownback has signed 
SB 133 into law, providing 
underage drinkers immunity from 
prosecution if they seek help from 
law enforcement or emergency 
medical services for themselves 
or others & agree to remain on 
the scene & be cooperative. The 
legislation had bipartisan support 
in the Legislature. 
 

CITY REACHES EPA 
AGREEMENT 

Region 7 of the Environmental 
Protection Agency reached an 
administrative settlement with the 
City of Leavenworth KS that 
requires the city to develop a plan 
to eliminate unlawful sewer 
overflows by December 2020 & 
resolve municipal storm water 
violations under the Clean Water 
Act by December 2016. The city is 
also required to pay a $46,200 
penalty & implement a 
Supplemental Environmental 
Project to implement water quality 
upgrades as an expansion of its 
storm sewer project. The project is 
estimated to cost approximately 
$38,800, & will be designed to 
reduce erosion & pollutants, & 
capture & filter runoff from 
adjacent roadways prior to its 
discharge into the stream. 
 
 

TURN AROUND DAY 
SUCCESSFUL 

The Senate voted 24-14 to approve 
SB 335, which increased state 
vehicle registration fee by $2 to 25 
to provide funding to the KS Law 
Enforcement Training Center & 
improve the KS Highway Patrol 
ability to fill vacancies. Senators 
unanimously passed SB 393 
endorsed by the KS Coalition 
Against Sexual & Domestic 
Violence requiring courts consider 
domestic abuse as a factor when 
determining child custody, 
residency & visitation. Lawmakers 
embraced the abandoned property 
provisions of SB338 in another 34-
6 vote.  
 
 

BREWING LIMITS MAY 
INCREASE 

The state Senate unanimously 
approved legislation doubling the 
beer production capacity of 
microbreweries & granting 
permission for the companies to 
brew & distribute hard cider. Setting 
the cap at 60,000 barrels reflects a 
legal distinction between 
microbreweries & large breweries 
set by the Federal Alcohol & 
Tobacco Tax & Trade Bureau. The 
bills now move to the House. There 
are currently 33 microbrewery 
licenses issued in Kansas. 

 
 

PROPERTY SEIZURE 
POLICY CHANGES 

A bill in the KS Legislature would 
change the current forfeiture law & 
require that a person has to be 
convicted of a crime before the 
state can take their property. KS’ 
current forfeiture law does not 
require a person to be convicted of 
a crime before law enforcement can 
take property they believe was used 
in a crime. A forfeiture case is civil, 
not criminal, & law enforcement 
must prove by preponderance of 
evidence rather than beyond a 
reasonable doubt that the seized 
property was used in a crime.  
 

 

MISSOURI SUES EPA 
The Missouri Coalition for the 
Environment Foundation has filed 
the lawsuit in Kansas City against 
the EPA and its administrator, Gina 
McCarthy claiming the EPA violated 
its mandatory duty to issue effective 
standards for nitrogen and 
phosphorus levels in Missouri lakes. 
The group says such nutrients are 
among the biggest U.S. water 
pollutants, contributing to fish kills, 
algal blooms and the oxygen-
depleted Gulf of Mexico water 
commonly called the “dead zone” off 
the coasts of Louisiana and Texas. 
A regional EPA spokesman, Chris 
Whitley, says the agency has no 
comment, citing the pending 
litigation. 
 

JUVENILE JUSTICE 
REFORM 

KS Senate voted 38-2 to send the 
bipartisan project SB 367 to the 
House. This legislation overhauls the 
state’s juvenile justice system to 
reduce incarceration of low-risk 
offenders by as much as 60% by 
2020 & allow for reallocation of an 
estimated $75 million to juvenile 
programs. Under the bill, the length 
of time a court holds jurisdiction over 
a juvenile’s case could be limited. 
There would be no maximum for 
adjudication of serious felonies such 
as murder, rape & kidnapping. 
Courts would control a misdemeanor 
case for 12 months, a low-risk felony 
case for 15 months & some high-risk 
felonies for 18 months. Probation 
wouldn’t exceed the overall case 
length limits & would reflect outcome 
of risk & needs assessments of 
juvenile offenders. Terms of 
probation would be staggered from 
six months to 12 months depending 
on the offense. The KS Department 
of Corrections would be responsible 
for adopting regulations by January 
2017 for a series of graduated 
responses to technical violations of 
probation. A system of 
multidisciplinary teams would be 
established in January 2017 to 
review cases where a juvenile failed 
to substantially comply with 
intervention efforts.  

 


