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Friday morning call-in at 8AM 
during the legislative session. 

 
Call (605) 475-3235 & enter 
301599#. Legislative update 
calls last 30 minutes. Our 
next call is February 5th. 
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This is a summary of recent 
Kansas government and 
other statewide n e w s , 

g a t h e r e d  a n d  c o m p i l e d  
in d e p e n d e n t l y b y Pinegar, 

Smith & Associates from 
news media reports 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

KLPG is a bipartisan, voluntary, 
independent, non-profit corporation 
comprised of elected county 
commissioners in rural counties  
interested in preserving & strengthening 
constitutional government. 

 
 

 

LEGAL BATTLE OVER COAL 
PLANT CONTINUES 

 
The Kansas Supreme Court heard 
arguments from attorneys in a lawsuit filed 
by the Sierra Club in 2014 to prevent 
Sunflower Electric Power Corp. from 
building a proposed $2.8 billion 895-
megawatt facility next to an existing coal-
fired plant outside Holcomb, KS. The 
State Department of Health and 
Environment has twice given a go-ahead 
for the project without setting limits on 
greenhouse gas emissions. However 
environmentalists believe the agency 
must impose restrictions because of 
President Obama's tougher standards for 
pollutants such as mercury, nitrogen 
dioxide and sulfur dioxide from coal-fired 
plants. The Supreme Court could rule later 
this year, and such a decision would come 
as Kansas officials are working on a plan 
for complying with a U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency’s Clean Power Plan 
rule issued last year to 
 

 
 
 
 
require states to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions 
from power plants. Kansas 
must drop its emissions levels 
by 43% by 2030. Sunflower 
gained bipartisan support in the 
Legislature for the plant by 
describing potential economic 
development, noting that they 
provide electricity to 350,000 
western and central Kansas 
residents through six smaller 
cooperatives. The new plant 
could generate enough 
electricity for up to 448,000 
households, according to one 
state estimate. Three-quarters 
of the new capacity would be 
reserved for power that would 
be sold in Colorado.  

 

CONFIRMATION 
DELAYED 

 

Acting Sec. of Administration 
Sarah Shipman, who has been 
under fire for what she labels 
‘miscommunication’ between 
her department and the 
Legislature in regard to recent 
bond & contract issues, was set 
to appear before the Senate 
Ways and Means Committee 
for her confirmation hearing. 
The hearing was canceled, with 
a spokesperson stating there 
was some ‘miscommunication’ 
about what would be presented, 
when, to the committee.  The 
vote on the nomination has not 
yet been rescheduled. 
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EMPLOYMENT REPORT 

 
Kansas Department of Labor data 
distributed to the Senate Commerce 
Committee during a briefing on the 
state’s labor market shows 
unemployment rose between 0.2% 
and 1.5% last year in several western 
Kansas counties, even as the state’s 
overall unemployment rate is at its 
lowest point in more than a decade. 
The fall in agricultural commodity 
prices was suggested to explain the 
rise in rural unemployment. Also 
discussed was that in the past year 
private-sector jobs saw an increase 
in average hourly earnings of 2.4% & 
average weekly earnings of 0.3% 
however average weekly hours 
worked declined by 2%. 

 

NEW POWER PLANT ON 
HOLD 

 
Members of the governor’s staff met 
with lawmakers leading to a decision 
to delay the demolition of the Docking 
building & construction of a new 
capitol complex power plant to give 
the Legislature time to review the 
nearly $20 million Bank of America 
deal, gather more information and 
have more input in the process. The 
meeting came after members of the 
House and Senate expressed 
frustration with the 15-year contract 
executed last December without their 
oversight or 
 
 

 
approval. A spokesperson for the 
Kansas Development Finance 
Authority said the contract was 
signed under power contained in 
state law, but admitted the lease-
purchase for construction of a 
power plant was not the usual route 
taken for such projects. Legislators 
stated they have a constitutional 
duty to appropriate tax money are 
committed to transparency and 
accountability. 
 

 

CONCERNS ARISE 
OVER DISTRICT 

CONSOLIDATIONS 
 
 
House Bill 2504 would create 
consolidated countywide school 
districts across most of Kansas 
without closing schools, firing 
principals, cutting pensions, or 
affecting school bus routes with 
the potential to save $170 million 
over a 10-year period. The 
Kansas Association of School 
Boards estimates the bill’s effect 
would be to drop from 286 to 132 
school districts. Fort Leavenworth 
would be exempt from the bill 
because of its military funding. 
Nor would the legislation 
eliminate any of the state’s six 
Innovative School Districts. Even 
though the bill does not require 
school boards to consolidate, just 
centralize administrations, it does 
state that the Kansas State Board 
of Education would implement 
procedures for organizing and 
electing school boards which has 
patrons seriously concerned that 
those positions would be 
redistributed and no longer 
integrated with local 
communities. Under current state 
law, a school district has one 
school board, which consists of 
seven seats distributed in 
proportion to where people 
reside.  
 
 
 
 

 

 
KANSAS AG REQUESTS 

COURT RESTRICTION 
 

Kansas Attorney General Schmidt 
appeared before the Senate Judiciary 
Committee asking them to approve SB 
334 which would require all state courts 
to notify and give his office an 
opportunity to respond before striking 
down a statute as unconstitutional. 
Schmidt was the bill’s sole proponent 
at the hearing. No opponents spoke.  
 

LAWMAKERS QUESTION 
KDOT BONDS 

 

The Kansas Department of 
Transportation recently issued $400 
million in bonds, arranging to pay only 
interest for the first decade. Borrowing 
by KDOT has risen to more than $1 
billion since 2011. Lawmakers were 
upset to learn that interest-only 
payments would be made on such a 
long-term debt and are pursuing 
legislation to ensure legislative 
oversight over payments, collateral 
agreements and long-term leases. On 
the most recent bonds, the state will 
pay $184.5 million in interest through 
June 2025. It will then owe $498 million 
between July 2025 and September 
2035, a figure that reflects the principal 
and remaining interest. A KDOT 
spokesperson said that this provides 
relatively level debt service over the 
bonding portfolio through 2023 which 
will help the agency better manage 
their budget. 
 
 

COURTS TO REMAIN 
FUNDED 

 

Final approval to keep courts open 
following a legal dispute involving their 
budget is expected. After passing in the 
House, Senate approval would send it 
to Gov. Brownback. The measure 
repeals a 2015 law that said the 
judiciary's entire budget would be 
nullified if the courts struck down 
another law enacted in 2014. The 2014 
law stripped the Kansas Supreme 
Court of its power to appoint chief 
judges in the state's 31 judicial districts 
and gave it to local judges instead. The 
high court invalidated the 2014 law last 
month. Supporters of the 2014 law said 
they didn't intend to close the courts. 

 


