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301599#. Legislative update 
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next call is February 12th. 
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This is a summary of recent 
Kansas government and 
other statewide n e w s , 

g a t h e r e d  a n d  c o m p i l e d  
in d e p e n d e n t l y b y Pinegar, 

Smith & Associates from 
news media reports 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

KLPG is a bipartisan, voluntary, 
independent, non-profit corporation 
comprised of elected county 
commissioners in rural counties  
interested in preserving & strengthening 
constitutional government. 

 
 

LEGISLATORS FROWN 
OVER KU BONDS 

 
The University of Kansas used 
Wisconsin-based Public Finance Authority 
to issue nearly $327 million in bonds last 
month. Another $56 million was collected 
from investors’ bond premiums. The KU 
Campus Development Corporation - a 
private non-profit corporation headed by 
university chancellor Bernadette Gray-
Little was established to serve as the 
debtor so it wouldn’t have to seek 
legislative permission. The Kansas 
Development Finance Authority typically 
handles Kansas bond issues, however 
the KU Vice Chancellor for Public Affairs 
said that structuring the bonds this way 
protects the state from liability for that 
debt. The money will finance the 
construction of a science building, a 
dormitory and a student union. The 
corporation will pay back the bonds over 
30 years, at a 3.76% interest rate with, 
with revenue from the leasing of the newly 
constructed buildings to the university for  

 
 
 
nearly $22 million a year. 
House Speaker Ray Merrick 
noted that in response to this 
action lawmakers will be 
drafting a bill to prevent state 
universities from making 
similar arrangements to avoid 
legislative oversight and public 
view in the future. 

 

JUDICIAL 
CONSTITUTIONAL 

AMENDMENT 
FAILS 

Concurrent Resolution 5005 
to amend the State 
Constitution by repealing the 
merit-selection model used in 
Kansas since 1958 to select 
justices for the Kansas 
Supreme Court did not find 
the required two-thirds 
majority in the House. Failing 
to pass in a 68-54 vote means 
it will not move on to the 
Senate. The system will 
continue to empower a nine-
member judicial nominating 
commission to review 
applicants for Supreme Court 
vacancies and forward names 
of three finalists to the 
governor who is required to 
select from among those 
candidates. The nonpartisan 
commission will continue to 
be made up of attorneys 
elected exclusively by 
members of the Kansas Bar 
Association and four public 
members appointed by the 
governor. 
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STATE REVENUE 

BELOW ESTIMATES 
 

Kansas Revenue Secretary 
Nick Jordan reports that state 
revenue fell $6.8 million with 
corporate income taxes, sales 
taxes, and overall severance 
taxes falling well below 
expectations in January, 
underperforming estimates by 
about 1.25%. However, 
individual income tax brought in 
3.43% more than expected with 
$8.2 million collected and the 
state earned $1.2 million in 
interest which beat projections 
by 204%. State budget director 
Shawn Sullivan has proposed 
an additional $24 million in 
transfers be added to the 
$637,000 in transfers already 
made in January to help keep 
up the fiscal year budget which 
concludes at the end of June. 
Lawmakers are working to 
amend the budget to 
compensate for the $175 million 
shortfall the state faces, but 
final adjustments will most likely 
have to wait until the new 
revenue forecast is issued in 
April. While faced with these 
numbers Governor Brownback 
continues to support the cuts to 
business taxes passed in 2012  

 
and his plan to eliminate the 
income tax stating: “This is the 
best tax policy in America for 
small business.” 

 

PROPOSED SCHOOL 
BOND REFORM 

 

Speaking to the House 
Education Committee, 
Representative John Bradford 
introduced HB 2486 that would 
create a 6 person board to 
evaluate whether to award state 
aid on school bonds for new 
construction and remodeling 
projects. The committee, to be 
made up of four legislators and 
two members of the Kansas 
State Board of Education, 
would be free to define in state 
law what constituted 
instructional space and would 
be prohibited from contributing 
state tax dollars to facilities or 
portions of buildings that didn’t 
involve direct instruction of 
students. Current state law 
defines instruction as 
interaction between student and 
teacher.  The state’s public 
school districts approved about 
$300 million in bonds from June 
to December in 2015 and 
current state law required the 
Legislature to provide $36 
million in subsidies for that debt. 
The concept has been 
recommended by a few 
legislative panels and 
consultants and The Kansas 
Chamber of Commerce and 
Americans for Prosperity 
praised the proposal. The 
Kansas Association of School 
Boards took no official position 
while the Kansas-National 
Education Association and 
Kansas Families for Education 
opposed the bill. No firm 
decision was been by House 
leadership regarding the 
handling of this bill. 
 

 
PRIVATE OFFICIAL 

EMAILS ELIMINATED 
 
Senate Bill 361 to apply the 
Kansas Open Records Act to 
private email accounts of state 
workers to stop officials from 
using private emails to avoid 
disclosing their communications 
to the public received Bipartisan 
support in the Senate Judiciary 
Committee. Developed by the 
Kansas Judicial Council, the 
proposal also has the backing of 
the Kansas Association of 
Broadcasters, the Kansas Press 
Association and the Kansas 
Association of Counties. 

 

GOOD WHEAT REPORT 
 

The National Agricultural 
Statistics Service has reported 
that 55% of the Kansas wheat 
crop is in good to excellent 
shape, 37% in fair condition and 
only about 8% is in poor to very 
poor condition. The agency 
noted that all of Kansas received 
some precipitation in January, 
with the heaviest amounts in the 
central portion of the state. 
Topsoil moisture was adequate 
to surplus across 81% of the 
state.  

 

SANCTUARY BAN BILL 
 

Immigration issues are on the 
legislature’s agenda with Kansas 
joining Arizona, Florida, Georgia, 
Indiana, South Carolina, 
Tennessee, Virginia and 
Wisconsin in considering 
measures to ban so-called 
sanctuary cities.  The proposed 
bills would bar local law 
enforcement officials from 
refusing to cooperate with 
federal immigration officials and 
would withdraw state funding 
from communities with sanctuary 
policies.  

 



 
POWER PLANT COSTS 

RISING 
 

In a memo from Secretary of 
Administration Sarah Shipman 
to the Joint Committee on 
State Building Construction it 
was revealed that backing out 
of a 15-year financial contract 
to pay for a new Capitol 
Complex power plant would 
cost at least $409,000. The 
state is incurring about 
$32,000 a month in interest 
that would have to be paid 
back plus McCarthy Building 
Companies contracted to 
construct the new center 
estimates it has already has 
spent about $75,000 and they 
could attempt to lodge a claim 
for lost profits if the contract 
were canceled. Governor 
Brownback opted to delay the 
start of construction to give the 
Legislature time to review the 
$20 million deal for the new  
facility, but that stop order is 
costing between $8,000 and 
$20,000 per day. The memo 
also noted that while 
constructing a new center 
would cost about $16 million, 
partially demolishing Docking 
leaving three floors would cost 
nearly $42 million and a total 
renovation of Docking would 
cost about $84 million plus 
temporarily relocating workers 
while either of those 
constructions took place would 
be costly and disruptive. 
 

OPPONENTS OF 
CONSOLIDATION 

RESPOND 
 

Representative John Bradford 
has repeatedly explained that 
his proposed HB 2504 has the 
potential to save $170 million 
over a 10-year period by 
creating countywide school            
 
 

 
districts across most of Kansas 
without closing schools, firing 
principals, cutting pensions, 
affecting school bus routes, 
school mascots or school 
sports teams, nevertheless 41 
opponents of the bill testified 
against it in committee. A 
spokesperson for Schools for 
Quality Education stated 
consolidation should be the 
decision of local patrons and 
not the legislature. The 
Stafford County Economic 
Development Director claimed 
dismantling of local school 
districts would accelerate 
economic decline and a 
lobbyist for Kansas Families 
for Education pointed out that 
bill’s annual estimated savings 
works out to about $6 per 
Kansan and is not worth it in 
terms of the impact on Kansas 
children and families.  

 
BILLS ABOUT GUNS 

PASS 
 

The House Federal and State 
Affairs committee approved a 
bill that would stop from 
prohibiting “an organization 
from conducting activities on 
school property solely because 
such activities include the 
possession and use of air 
guns” thus opening up school 
campuses to air guns for 
shooting clubs to hold 
practices, competitions and 
tournaments. The motion 
passed after a contested voice 
vote. A constitutional 
amendment guaranteeing the 
right of the public to hunt, fish 
and trap was also approved 
unanimously by the committee. 
Hunters, fishers and trappers 
would still be subject to laws 
and regulations “that promote 
 wildlife conservation and 
management.” 

 

 
POPULATION GROWTH 

PREDICTED 
 

Wichita State’s Center for 
Economic Development and 
Business Research predicts 
Kansas should gain 600,000 
new residents throughout 20 
counties over the next 50 years, 
increasing the state’s 
population by 21.8% to about 
3.5 million. The report notes 
that the Kansas working-age 
population is projected to 
increase by 10.3%, while the 
state’s population senior 
population may nearly double in 
that time. This growth rate falls 
slightly below the 0.6% 
expected growth rate for the 
United States during that same 
period as projected by the U.S. 
Census National Population 
Projections. 
 

HEALTH CARE 
COLLABORATION SET 

 
Bob Wilson Memorial Grant 
County Hospital and Centura 
Health, the region’s health care 
leader, announced the completion 
of definitive agreements to affiliate 
with one another effective 
immediately. The agreement 
emphasizes both continuity and 
growth. This is not an acquisition 
by Centura nor is it a sale of the 
hospital by the County 
Commissioners. Rather, it is a 
long-term relationship in which 
Centura commits to investing in 
the hospital’s growth and 
development, including capital for 
equipment and information 
technology, to benefit both clinical 
quality and patient care. Centura 
will operate the hospital, employ 
hospital staff, and appoint a board 
with strong local representation. 
Throughout the term of the 
partnership, Centura will make 
regular progress reports to the 
County Commissioners. 


