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Friday morning call-in at 8AM 
during the legislative session. 

 
Call (605) 475-3235 & enter 
301599#. Legislative update 
calls last 30 minutes. Our 
next call is February 19th. 
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This is a summary of recent 
Kansas government and other 
statewide n e w s , g a t h e r e d  

a n d  c o m p i l e d  
in d e p e n d e n t l y b y Pinegar, 

Smith & Associates from 
news media reports 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

HOUSE & SENATE PASS 
BUDGET BILLS 

 
While attempts in both chambers to block 
budget debate, proposed in response to the 
Supreme Court education funding ruling, and 
failed, both the Senate and House approved 
budget legislations in the face of a $175 million 
deficit. Despite a new state court decision calling 
for infusion of millions of dollars into public 
education, the House’s bill passed 68-56, while 
the Senate approved its bill 23-16. The House’s 
legislation moves the state government’s budget 
in the black by a mere $6 million, the Senate's 
with less than $32 million. Notably, the House 
suspended the state’s required contribution to 
the Kansas Public Employees Retirement 
System yet Senate language shields KPERS for 
two years. Both the House and Senate 
legislation would restrict the University of 
Kansas from using public money to help finance 
construction projects. The bills also include 
additional funding for struggling Osawatomie 
State Hospital, which lost federal certification 
last fall and with it up to $1 million a month in 
federal funds. Rep. Ron Ryckman, Jr., chairman 
of the House Appropriations Committee, wanted 
to support “our schools, KPERS and public 
services from across-the-board cuts” by granting 
the governor more authority to make cuts 
without legislative approval. House Minority 
Leader Tom Burroughs, D-Kansas City, said 
“We’ve put ourselves on the glide path to zero 
— zero growth, zero faith in government, zero 
opportunity to make a difference."   Lawmakers 
 

 
 
from both chambers will now move 
to begin negotiating a final budget 
deal that can be approved by both 
the House and Senate and sent to 
the governor. 
 

EDUCATION 
FUNDING FORMULA 
UNCONSTITUTIONAL 

Under threat of closing schools, the 
Kansas Supreme Court has declared 
the law that overhauled funding for 
public schools last year violates the 
state constitution, finding funding for 
schools wasn’t equitable among 
poorer and richer districts, and has 
given a June 30th deadline for 
lawmakers to adopt a constitutional 
school funding system. Absent a 
swift resolution, which some say 
could cost upwards of $100 million, 
“the schools in Kansas will be unable 
to operate beyond June 30,” the 
court wrote in its 80-page ruling. Last 
March lawmakers rolled back about 
$54 million from schools, replacing its 
per-pupil formula for “block grants.” 
 However, the roll back came 
exclusively from formulas for districts 
with weaker local tax resources. 
Republicans suggest the ruling was 
politically motivated while Democrats 
cheered the decision. Many took 
solace that court didn’t require a 
specific amount of money as a 
solution, just a revision of the 
formula. The ruling is the latest 
chapter in the 2010 Gannon v. 
Kansas suit. Plaintiffs pose that the 
underfunding of schools violates 
Article VI of the state Constitution. 
Article VI says Kansas must “make 
suitable provision for finance of the 
educational interests of the state.” 
But even with a resolution of the 
formula question, the court has yet to 
rule on whether Kansas’ overall K-12 
funding is inadequate.  
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POSSIBLE WILDLIFE 

HABITAT PROTECTION 
RESTRICTIONS 

 

A measure before the Senate 
Natural Resources Committee 
would cut natural habitat 
protections by 60% by 
changing the designation of 
those habitats. The state 
wildlife agency currently 
reviews any project site that 
requires a state or federal 
permit, offering mitigation 
plans for any potential habitat 
damage. Less than 40 permits 
have required mitigation in the 
past 4 years. Instead of 
permits, the agency would 
need to create recovery plans 
for each vulnerable species; 
fewer than half of the species 
have the plans now. Ron 
Klataske, the Executive 
Director of Audubon of 
Kansas, said that a species 
could be in harm’s way before 
the department finishes 
creating the recovery plan. 
The committee has not 
scheduled a debate on the 
bill. 

 
 
 
 

CONSOLIDATION BILL 
DIES IN COMMITTEE  

 

H.B. 2504 would have merged 
school district administration 
offices into a single office per 
county in most counties, an 
estimated reduction from 286 
to 132. However, the House 
Education Commitmee is not 
moving forward with the bill in 
order to pursue other cost 
saving opportunities, including 
some mentioned in the state's 
recent efficiency audit. 
Representative Bradford, who 
sponsored the bill, expressed 
concern about the public's 
perception of the bill being 
misinformed. Proponents of 
the controversial 
recommendation wish it had 
been referred to as a 
"realignment' bill instead.  

 

FOCUS NOW ON 
EFFICIENCY REPORT 
 
According to the consulting 
firm Alvarez and Marsal, if the 
recommendations from their 
initial findings of an efficiency 
audit of the state of Kansas 
were implemented, they would 
save the state $2 billion over 
five years. Recommendations 
include increasing staffing at 
the Department of Revenue to 
moving school districts to a 
statewide health plan. The 
report also contains a section 
devoted to critiquing and 
improving the state’s budget 
process itself. House Speaker 
Ray Merrick says, "There’s a 
lot of good ideas in the 
efficiency study but it’s only, 
and I’ve said this before, it’s 
only as good as we have the 
will."  That "will" is unclear with 
the funding of KSDE back on 
the table, and a new revenue 
forecast due in April. 

 

ASSISTANCE TIED TO 
ATTENDANCE 

 

Rep. Troy Waymaster, R-Bunker 
Hill, introduced House Bill 2589, 
where households receiving 
Temporary Assistance for Needy 
Families would lose eligibility for 
that program for any household 
dependent who dropped out of 
school. Though other members 
of the household would still be 
eligible for TANF benefits, 
Waymaster said the threat of 
loss of income could help "stiffen 
a parent's resolve" and deny 
consent. The bill currently is in a 
House committee. 

 

COMMUNICATION 
BREAKDOWN OVER 

RECYCLING PROGRAM 
 

Legislation before the House 
Energy and Environment 
Committee would eliminate a tire 
recycling grant program, 
currently funded through a $0.25 
tax on every tire sold in Kansas. 
However, KDHE appears to 
have already stopped the 
program. KDHE Deputy 
Secretary Gary Mason admitted 
the program had been paused 
under questioning inspired by 
opponents of the initiative 
highlighting information on the 
department's website and a 
quote from a scrap tire trade 
magazine; both implying the 
program was eliminated. Citing 
internal communication issues, 
Mason said the intention was 
only to pause the program, but 
"must have gave the wrong 
impression to people." From 
1993 to 2001, the agency 
disposed of more than 11 million 
tires. During the past eight 
years, it has disposed of 
140,000 tires. Spencer Duncan, 
director of the Kansas 
Organization of Recyclers, told 
lawmakers few programs in 
Kansas provide such economic  



 
and safety benefits and at 
such a low cost. The 
committee chairman, Rep. 
Dennis Hedke, R-Wichita, 
said he will explore the 
legislation with committee 
members and the conferees 
before deciding whether to 
proceed with the bill. 

 

PUBLIC RECORDS 
SUIT CONTINUES 

Saline County residents voted 
in November 2014 to expand 
their commission from three to 
five members. More than two 
dozen applicants submitted 
information for the seats. The 
Associated Press, in 
conjunction with The Salina 
Journal, sued for release of 
the candidates' applications, 
arguing that these are public 
information. The Governor's 
office, who selected the 
commisioners, argued they 
are personnel records exempt 
from open records law. 
Shawnee County District 
Judge Rebecca Crotty ruled in 
December in favor of the AP 
and the newspaper. The State 
of Kansas has now filed their 
appeal.  

 
 

CLEAN POWER PLAN 
ON HOLD 

A divided Supreme Court 
agreed to halt enforcement of 
President Barack Obama’s 
plan to stave off the impacts 
of climate change until after 
legal challenges are resolved. 
The surprising move is a blow 
to the administration and a 
victory for the coalition of 27 
mostly Republican-led states. 
A final ruling on the plan will  
 

 
be months after oral 
arguments, which means the 
subsequent appeal to be 
heard by the Supreme Court 
would not be resolved until 
after the Obama 
administration. Compliance 
with the new rules isn’t 
required until 2022, but 
compliance plans are due to 
the EPA by September.  
 

MEDICAID GETS 
PROCEDURAL DEBATE 
Rep. Jim Ward, D-Wichita, 
offered an amendment that 
would expand Medicaid during 
budget debates this week. 
States that expand the 
program can receive federal 
funds to defray costs from 
expansion. The amendment 
was challenged on the basis of 
its violation of the provision 
known as "pay-go". Those 
legislative rules prohibit 
lawmakers from adding 
additional spending into the 
budget during floor debate 
unless the increases are offset 
with decreased spending 
elsewhere. Rep. Tom Sawyer, 
D-Wichita, argued lawmakers 
insert budget provisos all the 
time, but  conservative 
Republicans led by House 
leadership upheld the ruling 
that the amendment was out of 
order. That procedural debate 
was akin to a Senate debate 
where Sen. Mary Pilcher-Cook, 
R-Shawnee, saw her proposed 
amendment to include 
Medicaid expansion on a bill 
rejected as not germane. 
Pilcher-Cook, a fierce 
opponent of expansion, 
brought up the amendment 
with the intent to vote it down.  
 

BOND ISSUE ISSUES 
ONGOING 

Under Senate Bill 356, most 
school districts would be  

 
required to prove that they 
intend to benefit instruction to a 
special board in order to receive 
state aid for bond issues. The 
board would include the chair 
people of the House and 
Senate budget committees and 
the ranking minority members 
of the same committees, one 
member of the Kansas State 
Board of Education and two 
construction industry 
representatives appointed by 
the governor. Under current 
law, aid for bond issues is 
disbursed according to the 
relative strength or weakness of 
a school’s tax base. 
 

LAW ENFORCEMENT 
ADVOCATES FOR  

FEE HIKE 
Senate Bill 335 would raise 
license registration fee on 
passenger vehicles to $32. That 
$2 individual increase would 
then earmark $3 million to 
stabilize the operating budget of 
the Kansas Law Enforcement 
Training Center near 
Hutchinson. The Center has 
been funded exclusively from 
court docket fees, but they have 
been declining steadily since 
2006. The Senate 
Transportation Committee 
heard testimony from Mark 
Bruce, superintendent of the 
Kansas Highway Patrol, in 
support of the fee increase. The 
center in Hutchinson typically 
provides basic training of more 
than 300 officers each year. 
Enrollment in online continuing 
education, regional or on-site 
courses exceeds 10,000 
annually. Salina Chief Brad 
Nelson, who spent most of his 
career in Missouri, said Kansas 
was fortunate to have a 
statewide training facility. 


