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KLPG is a bipartisan, voluntary, 
independent, non-profit corporation 
comprised of elected county 
commissioners in rural counties  
interested in preserving &strengthening 
constitutional government. 
 

 

House Budget Measure  
Passes 88-34 with Senate 
Vote Expected This Week 
 
The Kansas House of Representatives 
and Senate passed a budget measure 
to keep the state afloat financially. The 
legislation now heads to the Governor 
for his signature. The bill includes 
$247 million in one-time transfers from 
the Kansas Department of 
Transportation and Kansas 
Department of Health and 
Environment, and delays $20 million 
owed to public schools. Also, about 
$12 million will be taken out of the 
Kansas Endowment for Youth fund; 
over $4 million from the state’s 
Disaster Relief Fund and it the Kansas 
Public Employee Retirement System 
will lose nearly a million dollars in state 
contributions. Overall, the legislation 
transfers about $250 million from state  
 
 

 
 

funds and makes $66 million 
in spending cuts, all in an 
effort to address a more than 
$330 million budget deficit for 
the current fiscal year that ends 
in June. Lawmakers are 
hopeful this will correct the 
state’s short-term cash flow 
and enable them to press 
ahead with income tax reforms 
that promote economic 
development. 

 

 
 

Kansas Senate 
Confirms Officials  

Kansas Senate has 
unanimously confirmed Kari 
Bruffett as Secretary for Aging 
And Disability Services. She 
has been interim secretary 
since May 2014 replacing 
Shawn Sullivan, who became 
Governor Brownback’s 
budget director. They also 
unanimously confirmed three 
appointments to the Board of 
Regents which oversees the 
state’s higher education 
system. They are Bill 
Feuerborn of Garnett, Joseph 
Bain of Goodland and Zoe 
Forrester Newton of Sedan 
City. 
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Public School Activities 
Considered for Home 
Schooled Students 

A Kansas Senate Education 
Committee will hear testimony on 
an unsponsored proposal to allow 
home schooled students to 
participate in public school sports 
and activities. The proposed bill 
would allow any student living in a 
school district to participate in any 
district activity for four consecutive 
school years, up to age 20 even if 
the student graduates before the 
fourth year. About 25 states 
already have laws allowing home 
schooled students to play on high 
school teams however Gary 
Musselman, Executive Director of 
the Kansas State High School 
Activities Association is opposed 
to the proposal citing “very strict 
standards” member schools are 
held accountable to that home 
schools are not and claiming 
eligibility to participate is a status 
students earn through school work 
which could be diminished with 
this proposed new model. 

 
Earthquake Impacts 

A SandRidge Energy injection well 
used to dispose of wastewater 
produced from oil and gas wells 
has been shut down by the 
Oklahoma Corporation 
Commission because of numerous 
earthquakes as high as 4.1 
magnitudes were recorded near 

the well in OK near the Kansas 
border.  Several studies have linked 
injection wells and earthquakes but 
this is only the second SandRidge 
Energy well to be closed due to 
seismic activity since a new 
monitoring system was put into 
place back in 2013. SandRidge Vice 
President Jeff Wilson said the 
energy company is cooperating with 
the commission as it reviews their 
permit to dispose of up to 40,000 
barrels of wastewater per day. 
 

Open Records Laws 
Challenged 

Senate Democrats plan to introduce 
a bill to close a loophole in open 
records laws involving private email 
accounts and electronic devices. 
Some Republican lawmakers are on 
board as well stating there is a 
transparency issue that ought to be 
considered and that they would be 
open to legislation that makes 
private communications public 
record when they pertain to state 
business. Governor Brownback who 
admits his primary mode of 
communication is his private cell 
phone, has resisted extending public 
record laws to include 
communications on private devices. 
His use of a private phone means 
that there is no accessible record of 
his communications with lawmakers, 
lobbyists, industry leaders and 
others on state business.  When 
asked the Governor stated he 
doesn't know how often members of 
his staff use private emails and/or 
phones to conduct state business 
but he see nothing wrong with their 
doing so. 
 

Lawmakers Move to 
Change Local Gun 

Regulations 
The House Federal and State Affairs 
Committee heard testimony in favor 
of a bill that follows up on a law 
enacted last year prohibiting cities 
and counties from regulating guns 
and nullifying existing ordinances. 
The committee did not take action, 
however. Last year's measures did 
not block local governments from 
levying local taxes or fees on gun  

sales, nor did it prohibit restrictions 
on gun sales through zoning 
ordinances. The new bill addresses 
those issues, though it would still 
allow local officials tax guns through 
general sales taxes.  No one spoke 
against the measure or another bill 
heard by the committee that would 
prevent criminal penalties for licensed 
gun owners who accidentally bring 
guns into buildings where they are 
forbidden. It would also allow 
convicted criminals who were 
temporarily prohibited from owning 
guns to obtain conceal-and-carry 
licenses once the ban expired. 
Currently, any individual who was 
once barred from owning guns due to 
a criminal offense may never receive 
a state conceal-and-carry license 
 

Kansas Contractors to 
Expand Hiring 

The Associated General Contractors 
of America surveyed 900 construction 
firms n 48 states. Results indicated 
the majority of KS construction firms 
are planning modest increases in 
2015. Only 7% of those who 
responded in KS said they plan to 
reduce their workforce and another 
7% plan to keep it at the same level. 
Almost half of those who said they 
plan to do some hiring said they will 
hire five or fewer workers, while close 
to one-quarter of those who plan to 
hire said they will add more than 15 
workers. Two-thirds said they were 
having trouble filling skilled positions, 
such as managers and estimators. 
Difficulty finding employees is making 
the construction industry more 
lucrative for those who do have the 
skills contractors want. About 64 
percent of those surveyed said they 
had increased pay to attract or retain 
skilled craft workers, and 53 percent 
were doing the same for professional 
workers. More than 40 percent said 
they were offering improved benefits 
for both groups, suggesting some 
firms were using more than one 
method to try to hang on to workers. 
KS contractors were optimistic overall 
about the growth of private-sector 
construction, with more firms saying 
they expected the amount of money 
spent on the different sectors to 
increase.  



Brownback reveals 
$44M Cut To K-12 & 

Universities 
Governor Sam Brownback used 
executive authority to order $44.5 
million in budget cuts in state 
appropriations to public universities 
and K-12 schools in response to an 
unanticipated drop in tax revenue. 
He took the step just hours before 
the Senate concurred with the 
House of Representatives and 
voted 24-13 for the budget 
rescission bill they had adopted the 
day before that would have left the 
state with a potential deficit of 
$800,000 at the end of the fiscal 
year in June.  The cuts that will 
become effective March 7th slash 
spending by 2% to the Kansas 
Board of Regents university system 
and by 1.5% to the K-12 public 
school system, keeping the state’s 
current budget in the black. The 
Governor also requested state 
lawmakers reform the school-
finance formula during the next 30 
days to prevent an increase of $54 
million in state aid driven by a law 
requiring equalization of local 
option budgets and capital outlay 
budgets among K-12 districts. If the 
state can save on equalization aid, 
the governor said, the allotment cut 
to public schools might be reversed. 
The rescission bill cleared the 
House 88-34 despite bipartisan 
anxiety about contents of a 
measure diverting to the state’s 
main bank account $158 million in 
highway funds, $58 million in state 
contributions to the pension system, 
$12 million for child education and 
mental health programs, and $4.6 
million set aside for disaster relief. 
In his statement announcing these 
allotments, Governor Brownback 
said increases over the past four 
years in state aid to public schools, 
driven in part by Kansas Supreme 
Court rulings, had become 
unsustainable. House Minority 
Leader Tom Burroughs responded 

by stating that K-12 classrooms 
were operating on 1992-era 
funding while college costs 
continue to increased every year.  
 

Senate Considers 
Lobbying Spending 

Bill 
The Deputy State Director of 
Americans for Prosperity is urging 
support for Senate Bill 42 requiring 
lobbyists to annually document 
receipt of public funds from 
government entities and would 
mandate that the information be 
available to the public without the 
need to submit a Kansas Open 
Records Act request. This would be 
accomplished by having the 
information posted on a website 
developed by Secretary of State Kris 
Kobach office. The bill which is 
being framed as a step forward in 
providing easy access to information 
about how local units of government 
spent tax money also wants to 
define public funds to include fees 
paid for membership in groups or 
associations that represent 
governmental entities. A Kansas 
Association of Counties 
representative also spoke in favor of 
the bill saying any legislative attempt 
to promote transparency is an 
“admirable pursuit.” However 
Senator Steve Fitzgerald expressed 
concern that the bill’s language 
wouldn’t differentiate between a full-
time lobbyist and a government 
employee testifying one time.  
 

Natural Gas Co. Must 
Pay $7.3M  

 

U.S. District Judge Monti Belot has 
agreed with a court-appointed panel 
of petroleum experts’ 
recommendation that Northern 
Natural Gas of Omaha NE owes only 
$7.3 million as just  
compensation for storage rights and 
natural gas under nearly 9,200 acres 
of land spanning three southern 
Kansas counties, far below the more  
than $100 million that the property 
owners wanted.  The company will 
also pay $5,000 for each of their 
eight wells instead of $400,000 a 
piece that the producers felt was 
due. The judge called it a fair  

resolution supported by the 
evidence and consistent with 
constitutional requirements. Still to 
be decided is how to split the 
compensation among all of the 
affected landowners in Pratt, 
Kingman and Reno counties. A 
status conference is scheduled for 
February 18th.  This all stems from 
a 2010 Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission decision that granted 
Northern the authority to expand 
their storage field by an additional 
12,320 acres. The facility stores 
gas in two underground formations 
now spanning about 28,000 acres. 
 

Universities to Ban 
Employee Titles In 

News? 
Introduced House Bill 2234 would 
require the governing boards of 
community colleges and state 
universities that deem it necessary 
to implement policies specifically 
prohibiting employees from 
providing their employment titles 
when authoring or contributing to 
newspapers in letters, op-eds 
and/or editorials. The legislation 
only addresses newspapers and 
doesn’t extend to other forms of 
media, such as television and the 
bill would not prohibit colleges from 
have policies that would allow 
employees to use their titles as a 
credential for credibility if they so 
choose. Representative John 
Carmichael questioned the 
proposed legislation asking why it 
was limited to college and 
university employees and not 
extended to all other state 
employees and stating his concern 
that it could have constitutional 
problems. The bill came from the 
House Local Government 
Committee and has now been 
referred to the House Education 
Committee.  


