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KLPG is a bipartisan, voluntary, 
independent, non-profit corporation 
comprised of elected county 
commissioners in rural counties  
interested in preserving &strengthening 
constitutional government. 
 

 

Judicial Reform 
Amendments Debated 

 

Resolutions pending before the House 
Judiciary Committee would abandon a 
system that depends on a nominating 
commission to forward finalists for 
Supreme Court vacancies to the 
governor. Since 2013, the governor has 
held unilateral power to pick Court of 
Appeals judges pending confirmation by 
the Kansas Senate. One proposed 
constitutional amendment would permit 
governors to avoid the nominating 
commission when weighing Supreme 
Court openings, while the other would 
subject both appellate courts to open 
elections. Those supporting the merit-
selection process say it as served the 
state well since 1958 and claim 
elections would reshape judges into 
politicians who compete for 
contributions and work the campaign 
trail, subjecting them to all the political 
pressures common to holders of  
 
 

 
statewide office. Objections to the 
nominating commission center on 
the appointment of a nine person 
panel. Governors fill four slots, 
while Kansas lawyers pick the five 
other members. Credentials and 
experience of each applicant is 
assessed by the panel, with the 
best presented to governors for 
consideration.  The committee was 
urged by opponents to make the 
State Supreme Court more 
accountable to Kansans stating 
that the merit-selection model 
fosters closed door discussions 
that promote public concern that 
the process is being politicized and 
prevents full confidence in the 
qualifications of nominees. 
 
 

 
 

Groundwater 
Declines are 

Slowing 
 

Geological Survey data from 1,400 
water wells that draw from the 
High Plains and Ogallala aquifers 
in Western Kansas shows that the 
state’s average groundwater levels 
are still declining, but at a slower 
rate. 2014 showed an average 
decline of 0.87 feet compared to 
0.90 in 2013, both significant 
improvement from the over 2 foot 
declines of 2011 & 2012 
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November Elections 
Hearing Draws Crowd 

An overflow crowd from nearly 
every region of Kansas showed up 
for a Senate committee hearing on 
Senate Bill 171 that would move 
city and school board elections to 
November and make them 
partisan. This would change the 
structure of some local 
governments by establishing 
staggered terms so that elections 
are held every November, 
meaning some would coincide with 
state and federal races, while 
others would be local-only 
elections with their terms 
beginning on the first of the 
following year. It would also 
require school districts to make 
their buildings available to be used 
as polling places, at the request of 
the county election officer. So 
many people had signed up to 
testify that the committee only had 
time to hear from supporters, most 
of whom believe the bill would 
improve voter turnout for local 
elections. Committee chairman 
Senator Holmes extended the 
hearing to include another day of 
testimony to hear from opponents 
who will include the Kansas 
Association of School Boards 
representing 101 school boards in 
the state that have recently passed 
resolutions opposing passage of 
the bill because they believe 
turning local elections into partisan 

races would discourage many 
people from running for those 
offices. The committee expects to 
vote next week on whether to 
advance the bill to the full Senate. 
 

Visiting General Meets 
Over 2,000 Fort Riley 

Supporters 
 

Brigadier General Cloutier Jr. made 
Fort Riley his delegation’s 16th of 
30 nationwide stops on what is 
being called a Townhall Listening 
Tour of all the U.S. Army bases 
facing troop reductions from a 
pending sequestration. These Army 
representatives are charged with 
collecting stories about the bases to 
take back to Washington, D.C., 
before any decisions on force 
reductions will be made. Fort 
Riley’s commander Major General 
Funk II, started the meeting with a 
video from Baghdad, where he is 
leading a contingent in the fight 
against Islamic extremists. Then, 
over the next two hours, 39 people 
representing all ages offered 
community comments and various 
pieces of testimony. The Army 
delegation and community also 
heard from Governor Brownback, 
Senator Moran, Senator Roberts, 
Rep. Jenkins, Rep. Huelskamp and 
Rep. Pompeo. It was stated they 
stood as a unified delegation that 
wants the Army to stay, and grow, 
in Kansas. However, according to 
online voting records, Roberts, 
Jenkins, and Pompeo voted for the 
Budget Control Act of 2011, which 
dictates the sequestration that 
would reduce military forces by next 
spring. 
 

 

Bonds Considered for 
KPERS 

 
The House Pensions and Benefits 
Committee began review of a 
proposal from Governor Brownback 
to issue $1.5 billion in bonds to help 
lower the state’s annual contribution 
of tax dollars toward the pensions 
for teachers and government 
workers. The bonds would give 

KPERS an infusion of cash and boost 
its investment earnings. This would 
go a long way toward closing their 
long-term funding gap of $9.8 billion 
which the state has committed to 
eliminate it by 2033. Further 
discussion of a bill authorizing the 
bonds will take place soon with the 
focus being on keeping the state paid 
interest to bondholders at 5% or less. 
 

Dairy Organization to Move 
to Kansas 

 

Kansas City’s largest private 
company - Dairy Farmers of America 
owned - is moving from its original 
Missouri site where the cooperative 
has been housed since their 
formation in 1998 to Kansas after its 
new, $30 million, 100,000 square 
foot headquarters in the Village 
West area of Wyandotte County is 
completed.  Owned by 15,000 dairy 
farmers nationwide with annual 
revenues of $18 billion, the DFA 
promotes milk and export dairy 
products and powders to nearly 50 
countries with the help of 325 
employees. 
 

Medicaid Expansion 
Proposed 

 

House Vision 2020 Committee put 
forward legislation to expand 
Medicaid in Kansas, offering a 
proposal that would use no state 
general funds but could require 
recipients to either work or volunteer.  
Committee chairman, Representative 
Tom Sloan, stated the legislation 
attempts to balance political realities 
within the state with financial realities. 
The bill would expand the state’s 
managed care program, KanCare, to 
include individuals earning up to 
138% of the federal poverty level. 
That is the income threshold that will 
allow Kansas to receive additional 
federal funding to help pay for part of 
the cost of expansion. The legislation 
sets out to help extend coverage to 
approximately 169,000 people, and 
collect about $2.2 billion in federal 
funds between 2016 and 2020.  

 

 



Prosecutors Question 
Voter Fraud in Kansas 
Kansas Secretary of State Kris 
Kobach, the architect behind 
some of the nation’s strictest 
voter ID requirements, is asking 
lawmakers to give him the power 
to press voter fraud charges 
because he says prosecutors do 
not pursue cases he refers. 
However U.S. Attorney Barry 
Grissom, Kansas’ top federal 
prosecutor says he has received 
no voter fraud cases whatsoever 
in over four and a half years. 
Grissom acknowledged that two 
cases referred to him before 
Secretary Kobach took office in 
January 2011 were determined 
to be not voter fraud by the FBI.  
Secretary Kobach told 
lawmakers last month that in the 
2010 and 2012 elections, his 
office found 18 cases of double-
votes by voting in advance in one 
state and at the polls in another. 
He said 15 of those were referred 
to county prosecutors; one was 
dropped because the voter had 
died, one was sent to the FBI 
and one was referred to the 
Texas attorney general but action 
was taken in only seven cases, 
which is why he needs the power 
to press charges himself. In 
addition to giving the Secretary of 
State prosecutorial authority the 
proposed legislation would 
increase voter fraud penalties 
and expand the Kansas attorney 
general’s power to independently 
prosecute local election offenses 
without getting county 
prosecutors’ approval, which 
currently is required by Kansas 
law. 

Women in Farming 
Workshops Scheduled 

The Kansas Rural Center is 
planning a series of “Women in 
Farming” risk management 
workshops this spring and 
summer. The group says in a 
news release that all four 
workshops will highlight 

opportunities and challenges 
women face in farming. Specialty 
crop production is the focus of the 
first workshop March 14 in 
Lawrence and the second on 
March 28 in Bird City. A third 
workshop on May 9 in Linn will 
look at financial and legal risk 
management and cover 
conservation practices on the 
farm. Wrapping up the series is a 
July 11 workshop in Emporia that 
focuses on soil health, cover crops 
and integrated crop and livestock 
farming. 

 

Bat’s Endangered 
Status in Flux 

 

The U.S. Department of Fish and 
Wildlife is expected to announce 
April 2 whether the northern long-
eared bat will be listed as an 
endangered or threatened species. 
The bat has been hit by a fungal 
disease called white-nose 
syndrome, which has decimated its 
population in the northeast U.S. 
and appears to be spreading west. 
Kansas is on the edge of the bat’s 
range, but 66 of the state’s 
counties could be affected if it is 
placed on the federal list. The 
issue was highlighted last week, 
when Wichita city engineer Gary 
Janzen told the City Council not to 
delay decisions on an interchange 
project for too long because the 
bat listing could affect tree removal 
at the project site. The bat has 
been found in a handful of north-
central Kansas counties, including 
Ellis, Graham, Marshall, Osborne, 
Phillips, Rooks and Washington, 
according to Curtis Schmidt, 
zoological collections manager at 
Fort Hays State University’s 
Sternberg Museum of Natural 
History. He said the restrictions will 
depend on whether the bat is 
considered threatened or 
endangered. If they’re not 
endangered, then each region will 
be able to protect them differently 
based on how well populations are 
and what the threats are locally. 

Open Records Law 
Changes Proposed 
Senator Jacob LaTurner 
presented Senate Bill 98 to the 
Senate Federal and State 
Affairs Committee stating the 
legislation would create 
consistency on what 
governments can charge for 
records requests and what 
kinds of fees can be imposed. 
The goal is a uniform standard 
that promotes openness in 
government by providing public 
records at a reasonable cost 
and not using requests as a 
source of revenue. The bill 
would make documents free 
when less than an hour of staff 
time went into retrieving the 
record and the record is 25 
pages or less. If more than 25 
pages are produced, 
governments can charge no 
more than 25 cents per page. In 
addition, governments could 
charge no more than $60 an 
hour for time spent by attorneys 
reviewing the documents. The 
League of Kansas 
Municipalities opposes the bill 
citing A one-size-fits-all 
approach is not appropriate, 
because costs vary from city to 
city so mandating fees would 
erode local control and may 
cause governments to not be 
able recoup the cost of requests 
or prevent individuals from 
using KORA as a way to disrupt 
operations if they so chose. 
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