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Kansas Joins Block of 
States to Oppose Action 

 

Federal Judge Andrew Hanen, who has 
regularly handled border cases since 2002, 
gave a coalition of 26 states, including 
Kansas, time to pursue a lawsuit aimed to 
permanently stop President Obama’s 
executive action on immigration that would 
spare as many as five million people who are 
in the U.S. illegally from deportation. The 
coalition of states argues that Obama has 
violated the “Take Care Clause” of the U.S. 
Constitution, which limits the scope of 
presidential power and that the order would 
force increased investment in law 
enforcement, health care and education. The 
White House defended the president’s legal 
authority saying the district court’s decision is 
wrong and that the Department of will appeal 
the decision to the 5th U.S. Circuit Court of 
Appeals. In response to the court’s action, 
Kansas Attorney General Derek Schmidt 
made a statement about the path forward 
being “full of challenges, but that this 
preliminary victory is a strong indication that 
even the President is not above the law.” 

 
 

 

 

Rural Incentive 
Extension Stalled 

 

The Senate Taxation Committee took 
no action on a bill Senator Jeff King 
introduced to continue the state’s 
Rural Enterprise Zone Program for an 
additional 6 years after committee 
members of both political parties 
raised questions about return on 
investment under the 77-county 
program. The incentives in ROZ were 
developed in 2011 at behest of the 
Brownback administration in response 
to decades of population erosion. The 
idea was to attract businesses and 
individuals to counties with high 
poverty rates and low average 
incomes that had also suffered 
declining population. Individuals 
moving to a ROZ county are eligible to 
receive up to $3,000 annually for 
student loan repayment. That cost is 
shared evenly by the state and 
counties. In the last fiscal year, the 
cost of loan repayment for about 
1,000 people was $1.22 million. This 
element of the program is most 
popular among people who attended 
Fort Hays State University and 
Kansas State University. About 35% 
of applicants to ROZ attended an out-
of-state college or university; they 
could obtain a 5 year exemption to 
state income taxes. In the 2013 tax 
year, the state approved $560,000 in 
tax waivers. The cost in 2014 is 
expected to rise, because the number 
of ROZ counties expanded to 77 from 
50. Twenty-three were added in 2013, 
while four more were included last 
year. 
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Videoconferencing for 
Hearings 

Senate Bill 104 produced by a 
appointed by the Kansas Supreme 
Court, would expand the use of 
videoconferencing for some 
defendants appearances at hearings 
which typically take place early in the 
legal process such as giving a not 
guilty plea, pretrial issues before 
municipal judges, non-evidentiary 
hearings conducted to determine the 
merits of a motion and bond 
hearings. Judge Robert Fairchild, 
chief judge of the Douglas County 
Circuit Court, told the Senate 
Judiciary Committee law enforcement 
and attorneys have been calling for 
the change, arguing it will make court 
less expensive. He said his circuit 
already has videoconferencing 
available in three of seven 
courtrooms and all courtrooms will be 
ready for videoconferencing by the 
end of the year. While it may be 
possible to use videoconferencing for 
the testimony of defense witnesses, it 
wouldn’t be possible for the 
prosecution’s witnesses to speak via 
videoconference because under the 
Sixth Amendment to the U.S. 
Constitution, defendants have a right 
to confront their accusers. The 
legislation doesn’t mandate the use 
of videoconferencing, but it does 
require good cause to be shown if an 
objection to its use is raised. No 
opposition to the legislation was 
given in the committee. Lawmakers 
themselves will discuss the 
legislation at a later date. 

Election Schedule Debate 
Continues 

Senate Bill 171 would move city 
and school board elections from the 
spring of odd numbered years, like 
they are this year, to the fall of 
even-numbered years. This would 
put city and school board races on 
the same ballot with everything 
from township and precinct officers 
to county and state officials and 
even the Presidential election. The 
current legislation would also make 
city and school board elections 
partisan. By moving the elections, 
supporters said voter and candidate 
participation would be greatly 
increased. However, local 
governments and school boards 
have almost unanimously come out 
opposed to this issue, holding that 
local elections transcend partisan 
politics, and focus on the issues 
facing communities, and have 
stated hopes that working 
alternatives, such as all-mail voting, 
will be considered. The bill is 
currently being “worked” and is 
expected to reappear with 
significant edits.  

 
 

Bonds Considered for 
KPERS 

 
House Pensions and Benefits 
Committee approved HB 2095, 
authorizing the issuance of $1.5 
billion in bonds for the Kansas 
Public Employee Retirement 
System (KPERS).  This will improve 
the health of the system if the funds 
earn more, as part of the overall 
portfolio of the system, than the 
rate they are borrowed at.  

 

Academic Title Ban Bill 
Moves Forward 

Representatives Virgil Peck and Joe 
Seiwert before the House Education 
Committee in favor of House Bill 
2234 which originated in the House 
Local Government Committee. The 
bill would require the governing 
boards of community colleges and 
state universities to implement 
policies prohibiting employees from 
providing titles when authoring or 

contributing to newspaper opinion 
columns, which includes letters, op-eds 
and editorials. Mark Desetti of the 
Kansas National Education Association, 
spoke in opposition saying if the 
legislation becomes law, it would be 
easy for lawmakers to expand the 
restriction to others.  

 

Potential Increase to Retail 
Water Fee 

 

The House 2020 Committee is exploring 
strategies for delivery of an affordable, 
clean and adequate water supply to all 
Kansas consumers with a major 
consideration being that 85% of water 
consumed in Kansas goes to irrigation 
of crops. To that end Representative 
Tom Sloan, the committee chair 
introduced a bill that would raise the 
state fee by 10 cents on every 1,000 
gallons of treated water sold at retail. 
The current fee is 3 cents per 1,000 
gallons.  The legislation would allow for 
greater spending on water data 
collection, compliance with federal and 
state clean water laws or regulations, 
and for maintenance of drinking water 
supplies in reservoirs, lakes and rivers. 
Elmer Ronnebaum, general manager of 
the Kansas Rural Water Association 
also spoke about the limited local 
resources to pay for infrastructure and 
development of staffing expertise citing 
that about one-third of local water is lost 
to leaks or metering failures and 
currently about 30 water systems are 
out of compliance with clean-water 
mandates. Meanwhile, Governor 
Brownback’s administration intends to 
convene a blue-ribbon panel later this 
year to develop a method of financing 
his water vision which is supported by 
the Kansas Livestock Association. They 
suggested the practice of lawmakers 
diverting money collected for the 
Kansas Water Plan needs to stop before 
new fees are imposed. The League of 
Kansas Municipalities is also opposed to 
the bill with their legal counsel saying 
residential customers shouldn’t be 
asked to pay more in municipal water 
fees or clean drinking water fees. He 
recommended the state take advantage 
of low interest rates on borrowing to 
speed dredging of sediment from 
reservoirs used for storage of public 
drinking water. 

 

 



 
Earthquake Risk 

Increasing in Southern 
Kansas 

Geophysicist William Ellsworth of 
the U.S. Geological Survey at a 
presentation to the American 
Association for the Advancement 
of Science on human-induced 
earthquakes spoke of the three 
quakes larger than 3.1 
magnitude that hit northern 
Oklahoma and southern Kansas 
stating the risk is high for even 
larger quakes. Once a stable 
region it has had nearly 200 
quakes that people have felt. The 
quakes started to increase in 
2008 and made dramatic jumps 
in frequency in June 2013 and 
again in February 2014. Many 
studies have linked the increase 
in small quakes to energy drilling 
with a hydraulic fracturing 
process that injects wastewater 
deep underground because it 
changes pressure and triggers 
dormant faults, but not all 
scientists are convinced some 
citing that much depends on 
geology and how the wastewater 
is injected. 
 

Amendments Proposed 
Regarding State 
Supreme Court 

Two proposals were approved by 
the House Judiciary Committee 
this week that would amend the 
state constitution in regard to 
state Supreme Court justices. 
Both eliminate the current 
system, in which a lawyer-led 
nominating commission screens 
applicants, picks three finalists 
for each vacancy and sends 
them to the Governor for the final 
decision. One proposal would fill 
vacancies on the court through 
partisan, statewide elections 
every six years. Under the other 
proposal, the governor would 
appoint each new justice, subject 
to state Senate confirmation after 
which voters would decide every 
six years whether to keep the 
justice on the court. The  

 
Judiciary Committee approved 
both measures by a 13-9 vote, 
sending them to the full House 
for debate.  
 

Roberts Addresses 
Business Obstacles 

New chairman of the Senate 
Agriculture Committee, Senator 
Pat Roberts, said he came away 
with a renewed conviction to do 
away with federal over-regulation 
viewed by many as an obstacle to 
conducting business in Kansas, 
after meeting with more than a 
dozen rural banking, electricity 
and agriculture industry leaders in 
Topeka this week. A top priority 
for his committee will be 
maintenance of the federal crop 
insurance program after Kansas 
Farm Bureau representatives 
made it clear to him that crop 
insurance was paramount to 
agriculture production in Kansas. 
Roberts also said as lawmakers 
his committee had a responsibility 
to improve federal assistance to 
agriculture research citing that in 
terms of competition from other 
countries, we’re falling behind. 
 

Scrap Metal Programs 
Eyed 

Scrap metal theft has been on the 
rise in Kansas. By establishing 
and maintaining a tracking 
database, SB 11, the Scrap Metal 
Theft Reduction Act, would enact 
dealer registration and sales 
requirements while increasing 
penalties for second, and 
subsequent, convictions for theft 
of scrap metal.  
 
 

Kansas Living Wage? 
The livable wage bill will increase 
the Kansas minimum wage by 
56%  over five years, to $11.32. 
The bill then ties the livable wage 
to the Federal Poverty Line so it 
will continue to increase with 
inflation. This bill also reacts to 
action from 2 years ago when 
Kansas municipalities were 
prohibited from requiring  

 
contractors to pay prevailing wages 
and by reversing that and returning 
control to local governments. 
 

Changes to Conceal Carry 
Senate Bill 45, known as the 
Constitutional Carry legislation, 
would allow any Kansans who can 
legally own a gun to conceal the 
firearm while carrying in public 
without a permit, and without 
thatpermits’ required firearm safety 
course. It does not repeal the 
existing concealed carry handgun 
licensing process, so a person 
traveling in other states that have 
reciprocity with Kansas would still be 
able to carry concealed in those 
states. 
 

Change Possible for 
Kansas Liquor Laws 

Hearings are being held for HB 
2200, or the "Uncork Kansas" bill. If 
passed, the bill would allow grocery 
stores to sell beer, wine, and full 
strength liquor starting in January 
2018. It would cap the number of 
liquor licenses at its current level, 
requiring grocery stores like Dillon's 
and Hy-Vee to purchase a license 
from existing liquor stores.  The bill 
would also allow liquor stores to sell 
other items like food with their beer, 
wine and liquor. Small liquor stores 
are opposed as they feel it would 
hurt their businesses and increase 
the likelihood that children could gain 
access to alcohol. Proponents, 
however, said the bill would increase 
convenience for consumers and lead 
to more competition - benefiting the 
consumer and the economy  
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