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‘Block Grant’ Plan Unveiled 
for School Funding 

 

Legislators in Kansas want to boost aid 
to public schools while providing them 
with financial stability and flexibility by 
temporarily transitioning K-12 education 
funding to a block grant system until 
lawmakers can write a new formula 
during the next two years. Legislative 
research figures show that total state aid 
for public schools would rise under the 
plan to more than $4.2 billion for the 
2016-17 school year, but it includes a 
boost in funding approved last year to 
meet a Kansas Supreme Court mandate 
in a lawsuit filed by school districts and 
parents in 2010. The spending boost also 
covers the state's contributions to 
pensions for teachers, which were 
expected to rise significantly. The plan 
would prevent unanticipated and 
automatic increases in spending that 
have occurred under the current school 
funding formula. A spokesperson for the  
 

 
Kansas Association of School 
Boards noted it's encouraging 
that legislators are talking about 
increasing aid to schools, but 
educators need to know how 
they plan to pay for it. 

. 

Welfare Policies to 
Change in Law 

Lawmakers are considering a 
measure that would write into 
law the following four policies 
that state social service 
agencies installed after 
Governor Brownback took office 
in 2011: imposing a four-year 
lifetime limit on benefits in the 
needy family program with a 
hardship exemption for 
unemployed families; 
Calculating the income of live-in 
boyfriends or girlfriends into the 
household welfare assistance; 
requiring recipients of child care 
assistance to work a minimum of 
20 hours per week; Kansas 
residents who receive food 
stamps must work at least 20 
hours a week to keep the 
benefit. Since these policies 
have been enacted, the state 
has seen its welfare rolls 
decrease significantly having 
dropped from nearly 37K people 
in 2010 to under 16K this year. 
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Mid-America Business 
Conditions Improving 

A report of supply manager survey 
results complied by Creighton 
University’s Economic Forecasting 
Group shows economic growth 
ahead for Arkansas, Iowa, Kansas, 
Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska, 
North Dakota, Oklahoma and South 
Dakota. While businesses linked to 
agriculture and energy are 
indicating some pullbacks, firms 
outside these two sectors are 
expanding hiring at a positive pace. 
The improving economic 
expectations are linked to lower 
energy prices.  
 

Tax Revenue Surpasses 
Monthly Goal 

Thanks to the Internal Revenue 
Service processing tax returns a 
week earlier than normal, a burst in 
corporate and individual income tax 
receipts helped the state treasury to 
collect $22 million more than 
expected in the month of February. 
However, overall in the fiscal year 
that started in July 2014, Kansas 
has banked $37 million less than 
analysts anticipated. Some 
legislators blame the state’s 
revenue problems on Kansas’ 
supply-side economy strategy 
which reduce individual income tax 
rates and eliminated the state 
income tax for more than 300,000 
companies. 

Eight Area Airports to Get 
State Funding 

KDOT’s Division of Aviation, which 
manages the Airport Improvement 
Program, received 118 applications 
for projects to enhance safety and 
service at community airports. The 
selection process was highly 
competitive with a need to balance 
local growth with maintaining the 
existing systems at a high level. 
Eight communities in Kansas will 
receive the state transportation 
dollars to accomplish their goals as 
follows:  $36,000, Dodge City – 
planning, airspace protection; 
$38,000 Ellsworth – pavement 
maintenance and repair; $123,750 
Jetmore – modernization, remark 
runway; $22,500 Kinsley – self-
service fuel system; $93,500 La 
Crosse – pavement maintenance 
and repair;  $22,500 Moundridge – 
pavement maintenance and repair; 
$88,881 Pratt – on-site weather 
reporting system; $108,000 
Sublette – pavement maintenance 
and repair.  
 

BNSF Announces 
Investment In Kansas 

Railways 
BNSF will invest about $103 million 
in 2015 for maintenance and 
expansions in Kansas. The 
maintenance work will include 
surfacing and undercutting on 
1,284 miles of track, which 
improves the way gravel supports 
the track. Additionally signals will be 
upgraded and about 33 miles of rail 
and 94,500 ties will be replaced. 
BNSF also plans to construct 11 
miles of double track from Bonita to 
Hillsdale and expand the yard track 
at the Logistics Park-Kansas City 
Intermodal Facility in Edgerton. This 
year’s planned expansion and 
maintenance projects will help give 
BNSF the capacity flexibility it 
needs to support our customers’ 
growing demands and connect 
Kansas products to key markets.” 

 
 
 
 

Alternative Energy in 
Kansas 

 

Renewable sources of energy are big 
business in Kansas. According to the 
U.S. Energy Information Agency, 
ethanol and wind make up about 10% 
of all energy consumed by Kansans. 
The ethanol plant in Colwich reopened 
in the fall with a capacity of 25 million 
gallons per year and wind energy in 
Kansas continues to expand with the 
completion of higher capacity power 
lines between western and eastern 
Kansas making that power more 
available for consumption and export. 
Plus, a few hundred Westar Energy 
customers now have solar systems 
and their popularity is growing, 
although still expensive to install 
despite a generous 30% federal tax 
credit. Lower fuel prices have 
encouraged more driving, along with a 
growing export market and a larger 
percentage of new cars capable of 
burning higher blends have all 
contributed to ethanol production 
having risen to an all-time high. 
Kansas, which currently ranks 9th 
among states for wind power 
produced will see its generation 
increase by about a quarter, to about 
3,700 megawatts with the construction 
of 7 new wind farms this year and next 
with Yahoo, the Internet company 
committed to buy 25 megawatts of 
wind energy from a farm in Rush 
County.  
 

Kansas Lawmakers' 
Second-Half Focused On 

Budget 
Kansas legislators returning to the 
Statehouse on the 47th day of their 
scheduled 90-days which opened the 
second half of their annual session, 
continued to be focused on the budget 
with The House Appropriations 
Committee approving a proposal to 
launch a long-term hunt for budget 
efficiencies. The same committee also 
approved a proposed $27 million 
budget for the Legislature for the fiscal 
year beginning July 1 that includes a 
requirement for lawmakers to hire a 
consultant to examine state 
government and find ways to trim 
spending in 2016 and 2017. The 



 
House Commerce, Labor and 
Economic Development Committee 
is hearing a bill to require able-
bodied adults seeking temporary 
cash assistance from the state to 
be working 20 hours a week or 
pursuing employment. Other issues 
on their agendas included The 
Senate Ethics and Elections 
Committee approving a bill 
requiring lobbyists to publicly report 
any funds they receive from a 
government agency, including a 
city, county or school district. The 
measure goes next to the full 
Senate for debate. And, the House 
Federal and State Affairs 
Committee plans to have hearing 
on a bill banning dismemberment 
abortions currently used in about 
8% of the abortions in Kansas. The 
measure passed the Senate last 
month. It was drafted by the 
National Right to Life Committee as 
model legislation for states. 
 

Reform Legislation Seeks 
To Aid Microbrew 

Industry 
The limits on kegs rolling out of 
Kansas microbreweries could 
change drastically depending on 
how legislators respond to House 
Bill 2189 currently pending before 
the Legislature. A key component of 
would allow breweries to sell beer 
directly to retailers, public venues 
and caterers. Currently, brewers 
must go through a distributor to get 
on the shelves in bars, restaurants 
and liquor stores. The second part 
of the bill would double the 
manufacturing cap from 30,000 to 
60,000 barrels a year, a limit that 
has quadrupled in two 
years. Kansas is bordered by two 
states with thriving beer industries 
and higher production caps. It is 
unclear how the full House and 
Senate will respond to the 
legislation.  
 

Regional Water Supply 
Public Meetings 

Kansas has planned a series of 26 
public meetings across the state in 
March to set regional water supply 
goals 14 leadership teams will draft 

  
water supply goals based on 
public input and available 
resources. That public input is 
expected to help each team 
identify its region’s water supply 
priorities. Trained facilitators from 
Kansas State University Research 
and Extension and the Institute for 
Civic Discourse and Democracy 
will help facilitate the public 
meetings. The regional water 
supply goals that they draft will be 
presented to the Kansas Water 
Authority in May. The finalized 
regional goals are expected to be 
approved in August. 

 

National Statistics about 
Kansas Agriculture Are 

Good 
The National Agricultural Statistics 
Service reported Monday that 44% 
of the state’s winter wheat crop is 
in good to excellent condition. 
Another 44% is rated in fair 
condition and only 12% reported 
as poor or very poor shape. 
Topsoil moisture was rated as 
adequate in 58% of the state, 
while subsoil moisture was rated 
as adequate in 47%. The condition 
of livestock in Kansas, where 
animals are grazing on crop 
residue with supplemental feeding, 
came in at 67% in good or 
excellent condition and about 31% 
in fair shape.  70% of the state’s 
sheep and lambs were reported to 
be in good to excellent shape with 
all the rest reported in fair 
condition. 
 

House Panel to Be 
Briefed On Earthquakes 

Representative Dennis Hedke has 
planned a briefing for the House 
Energy and Environment 
Committee regarding earthquake 
data from the Kansas Geological 
Survey. He hopes to discuss ways 
to lessen their number which 
currently stands at 161 
earthquakes in Kansas last year 
which may or may not be due to 
fracking in the state’s south-central 
areas. No date has been set for 
this meeting. 
 

 
Amendment Regarding 
Police Body Cameras 

Defused 
A request to back put an amendment 
back in Senate Bill 18 for body-
camera requirement to provide video 
protection of law enforcement 
agencies from false allegations and 
to deliver for Kansans a means of 
holding deputies and police officers 
accountable was rejected based on 
concerns that the $2.5 million cost of 
outfitting Kansas Highway Patrol 
would just turn the law into an 
unfunded state mandate on cities and 
counties. The Senate voted 
unanimously to send the narrowed 
version of Senate Bill 18 to the 
House. 
 

Local Elections May Shift 
To Fall 

Senate Bill 171 advanced to final vote 
this week paving the way to change 
the dates of city and local school 
board elections from spring to fall in 
odd-numbered years as supporters 
promised the adjustment would 
elevate turnout.  Local primaries 
would be rescheduled for August and 
general elections conducted in 
November during odd-numbered 
years. There would not be a mandate 
that they be partisan affairs. More 
than 190 public school districts 
objected to adjustments contained in 
the Senate measure. 
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