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Governor Declines Budget 
Comment  

 

Kansas Governor Brownback has yet 
to support, or offer, a specific plan for 
closing the state’s budget deficit. 
Brownback said he has been meeting 
with lawmakers about different 
options, but he would not make 
details of those talks public. “We’ve 
been floating lots of different ideas,” 
Brownback said. Asked whether he 
would share a specific example, the 
governor replied, “Nope. I don’t think 
that it’s useful for the legislative 
process to be putting out grand plans 
right now.” The Governor ended by 
saying “My years in this building have 
shown me that the best thing is to try 
and encourage people to come 
together around some agreement, not 
to generally be out there saying you 
ought to do this or not do that.”  

 

 

Extended Session  
Likely 

Friday, May 15th, is the 89th 
day of the Legislature's 
traditional 90-day annual 
session. However, the state 
constitution doesn't limit 
session length in odd-
numbered years and state 
lawmakers still must draft a 
plan for raising taxes to close a 
budget shortfall along with a 
full agenda of other issues so 
extra days are needed this 
year. Legislators have 
remained in session more than 
90 days in 29 of the past 40 
years. 

 

Kansas to Receive Rail 
Investment 

Union Pacific announced 
this week its plan to spend 
about $120 million this year 
in Kansas to improve the 
state’s rail infrastructure to 
include maintaining railroad 
track, improving signal 
systems and maintaining 
and/or replace bridges as 
needed.  The company also 
plans to make improvements 
to surfaces at numerous 
road crossings in the state. 
The Kansas work is part of 
$4.2 billion Union Pacific 
says it plans to invest across 
its network this year. 
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Local Elections to Move  
Kansas legislators agreed to 
move local elections to the fall in 
odd-numbered years as a part of 
broad reform on local polls. 
Representatives from the Senate 
and House came to the elections 
compromise after each chamber 
passed different versions of the 
same elections reform bill earlier 
in the session.  The move would 
boost turnout to between 30% and 
40% more than double the turnout 
in most recent local elections. The 
bill also would cancel presidential 
primaries in the state and bar 
general election candidates from 
dropping out of the race unless 
experiencing "severe medical 
hardship." Legislators have 
canceled the past five primaries 
because of their cost. The 
Republican and Democratic 
parties have instead held 
presidential caucuses and 
covered the cost themselves. The 
bill must still be approved by both 
full chambers and signed by the 
governor to become law. 

Pension Policies to 
Change 

The House Commerce and 
Economic Development 
Committee held a hearing on a 
bill that would allow local and 
state employees hired before 
1993 to accumulate only 240 
hours, or about 30 days' worth, of 
vacation and sick time to be used 
for the purpose of pension 

payment calculations. Large 
amounts of accrued vacation and 
sick time translate to higher 
payments under the current 
system. Representative Jerry Lunn 
told the legislators that he believes 
the change would improve the 
long-term stability of the pension 
fund, but committee chairman Mark 
Hutton said the proposal needs 
more work and indicated it may not 
be brought up again this session.  

Uber Negotiations to 
Continue 

Senator Jeff Longbine announced 
that he and representatives from 
the insurance and banking sectors 
have continued to negotiate with 
ride-hailing service Uber even after 
it announced on May 5th that the 
company was immediately ceasing 
operations in Kansas after the state 
legislature overrode Governor 
Brownback's veto of regulations it 
found excessive. The sides will 
have to come to agreement by next 
Tuesday in order for the Legislature 
to have time to pass any changes 
to the earlier regulatory bill. 

Tax Bill to Raise $362 in 
Revenue Fails 

In quick action on Friday, the full 
House of Representatives debated 
and failed to advance to a final vote 
the House tax committee’s revenue 
plan to raise $362 million annually 
to cover budget shortfalls. The 
legislation would have increased 
the state’s sales tax to 6.85% from 
the current 6.15% and reduced the 
Kansas tax rate on food sales to 
5.9%. The measure proposed to 
wipe out $97 million in deductions 
and exemptions while including 
receipt of $30 million from a 
proposed tax amnesty program that 
would be launched later this year. It 
also would have lowered the lowest 
income tax bracket from 2.7% to 
2.55%. This approach would leave 
the state with a $16 million margin 
for error in the upcoming fiscal year. 
An attempt to repeal a portion of 
the 2012 income tax cuts 
was unsuccessful during the House 
debate too. Failure to advance the 
bill means its back to the drawing 

board for House leadership and the tax 
committee on Monday. The Senate tax 
committee is not able to build 
consensus on a tax package for their 
chamber either. 

Business Tax Exemption 
May End 

HB 2430 which repeals a tax 
exemption enacted in 2013 that 
allowed certain business owners to 
pay no income tax, won approval 
from the House Taxation Committee 
this week. The bill passed out of 
committee by a vote of 13-8. The bill, 
as amended in committee, would tax 
passive income, such as rents and 
royalties, at a rate of 4.6 percent and 
all other business income at a rate of 
2.7%, the lowest income tax rate. 
This would bring $133.6 million for 
fiscal 2016, which begins July 1. This 
repeal is just one feature of the 
overall tax package that the 

legislature is likely to consider as 
they move toward adjournment of 
the 2015 legislative session. 

Kansas Supports Limiting 
of EPA 

The U.S. House passed H.R. 1732, 
known as the Regulatory Integrity 
Protection Act of 2015 by a vote of 261-
155. This legislation will force the 
Environmental Protection Agency to 
withdraw a proposed change to the 
Clean Water Act that opponents say 
would grant federal officials too much 
control over the nation’s bodies of 
water. Kansas Representative Tim 
Huelskamp was among 70 co-sponsors 
of the bill.  The bill also garnered the 
support of other from Kansas including 
Reps. Jenkins, Yoder,  and Pompeo. 
The issue now moves to the Senate, 
where it will need bi-partisan support 
for passage. If successful there the 
resolution would most likely face a 
Presidential veto. 
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