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KLPG is a bipartisan, voluntary, 
independent, non-profit corporation 
comprised of elected county 
commissioners in rural counties  
interested in preserving & strengthening 
constitutional government. 

 

Judicial Branch Faces 
Defunding 

 

House and Senate budget negotiators 
agreed this week to a bill that would 
fund the judicial branch for the next 2 
years. The language is similar to the 
judicial funding bill enacted last year in 
which lawmakers inserted a provision 
that says chief judges must be elected 
by the other judges in the district. It 
abolished the previous system in which 
the State Supreme Court appointed 
chief district judges. Both last year's bill 
and the one being considered this year 
contain a non-severability clause; 
meaning if one part of the bill is struck 
down by the courts, the entire bill, 
including its funding provisions for the 
courts, would also be struck down.  A 
lawsuit challenging that new system of 
selecting chief judges is currently 
pending in Shawnee County District 
Court. The suit cites a violation of the 
 
 

 
 

separation of powers doctrine 
based on Article 3 of the 
Kansas Constitution which 
gives the Supreme Court 
general administrative authority 
over all courts in this state. The 
question of whether it is 

constitutional for one branch of 
government to effectively shut 
down another branch of 
government by taking away its 
funding remains open as the bill 
moves to the floor of both 
chambers where, because it is a 
conference committee report, 
lawmakers cannot offer any 
amendments and may only vote 
yes or no. 
 

Legislators Work On 
The 2015 Legislature reached 
its 90th day which marks the 
traditional end of the annual 
session however, a majority of 
state lawmakers agreed to 
endorse development of a bill 
halting all legislative pay as 
they continue to work on the 
state budget. It's possible that 
this session could become the 
sixth in state history to last 100 
days or more at a total of $43K 
for each extra day.  All 
legislators acknowledge they're 
still deeply split over budget 
issues with a House 
representative saying “We 
have absolutely no idea how to 
get out of this session."  
 

 

http://kslib.info/829/Article-Three-Judicial
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BUDGET COMMITTEE 
WORK NEAR 
COMPLETION 

 
Senator Ty Masterson of 
Andover and Representative 
Ron Ryckman Jr., the 
respective chairmen of the 
Kansas House and Senate 
budget committees don't 
expect lawmakers to do any 
major reworking of the 
spending recommendations 
their committees have 
developed so far. Both believe 
most details have been settled 
for the state fiscal budget 
beginning July 1

st
 2015 and 

they expect only minor tweaks 
from this point on. Legislative 
researchers estimate that 
House and Senate budget 
negotiators are on track to 
draft a budget that requires 
$6.4 billion in state tax 
revenues. Lawmakers next 
have to raise taxes $406 
million to balance the budget.  
 

CONTRACTOR SALES 
TAX EXEMPTION MAY 

END 
 
Proposed House Bill 2435 
currently before the House 

Tax Committee would end 
sales tax exemptions for 
purchases made by 
contractors for the repair and 
construction of public 
buildings. Contractors are 
currently able to buy materials 
tax-free when a tax-exempt 
entity is funding the project. 
The legislation would generate 
about $150 million annually 
while affecting public schools, 
local, county and state 
governments by increasing the 
cost of any public building 
projects that are started after 
July 1, 2015.  A spokesperson 
for Americans for Prosperity, 
testified in favor of the bill 
pointing out that Kansas is one 
of only a handful of states that 
has such an exemption in 
place. Representatives from 
counties, cities, hospitals, 
schools and universities spoke 
against the bill citing it places 
an undue financial burden on 
communities.  
 

PROPOSED TAX BILL 
MOVES FROM 

COMMITTEE TO FLOOR 
 
Following the House 
overwhelmingly rejecting a bill 
that proposed closure of the 
deficit by leaning heavily on 
consumption taxes, their 
House Bill 2109 which 
contains an array of state tax 
increases to generate $495 
million annually in new 
revenue to close the 
projected budget deficit in the 
upcoming fiscal year was 
advanced to the full Senate 
from their Tax Committee this 
week but prospects of gaining 
sufficient votes to pass it are 
slim. The bill would repeal the 
current business income tax 

exemption, raise the state’s 
general sales tax to 6.5%, boost 
cigarette taxes 50 cents per 
pack, increase the motor fuel tax 
5 cents per gallon, freeze income 
tax rate cuts and replace the 
business tax break with a payroll 
tax credit.   
 

NEW DEPUTY ATTORNEY 
GENERAL NAMED 

 
Kansas Attorney General Derek 
Schmidt has chosen Dennis 
Depew to head the Civil 
Litigation Division of the state 
office which is the principal 
defender for the state, its 
agencies or its employees when 
they are sued. Depew is from 
southeast Kansas and has had a 
private law practice for more 
than 30 years. He served as the 
Kansas Bar Association’s 
president in 2013 and 2014. He 
also serves on Neodesha’s 
board of education.  Depew 
replaces Jeff Chanay who was 
promoted last year to chief 
deputy attorney general. 
 

SENATE CONSIDERS 
CLOSING BIOSCIENCE 

AGENCY 
 
Senate Ways and Means 
Committee held a hearing to 
consider Senate Bill 305 which 
would eliminate the Kansas 
Bioscience Authority, a quasi-
government agency created in 
2004 and backed by millions of 
dollars in state tax dollars 
focuses on nurturing Kansas 
companies engaged in the 
agribusiness, animal health, 
human health and life sciences 
industries. It is the state’s leading 
venture capital organization and 
viewed by other states as a  
 



model of economic 
development. Current KBA 
officials and entrepreneurs 
with links to the authority 
testified against the bill. A 
lobbyist for Kansas Policy 
Institute spoke for the bill. 
Regarding questions about 
the bill’s origins, a commerce 
department spokesman 
stepped into an interview 
after the hearing to say “No 
comment until after the bill 
passes.”  
 

BILL SIGNED 
LEGALIZING FANTASY 

SPORTS 
 
Governor Brownback has 
signed a bill into law 
clarifying the legality of 
fantasy leagues. The state 
gambling regulator 
announced in August 2014 
that it viewed fantasy sports 
as illegal lotteries because 
the Kansas Constitution 
allows only the state to 
administer lotteries. Attorney 
General Derek Schmidt 
released an opinion in April 
2015 saying legislators could 
legalize fantasy sports 
leagues by declaring that the 
outcomes depend upon the 
knowledge and skill of the 
players thus removing them 
from the broad definition of a 
lottery. The bill passed with 
large majorities in each 
chamber. 

 

STATE WATER  
CRISIS SOLUTIONS 

DISCUSSED 

 
Since January 2015, separate 
stakeholder groups have 
been meeting across the 
state – 
 

charged with a directive to 
come up with goals and 
solutions to solving Kansas’ 
water woes. 14 leaders from 
those groups met with the 
Kansas Water Authority in 
Greensburg this week to 
outline their ideas and plans on 
how to preserve and extend the 
life of Kansas’ water resources 
as well as answer questions 
and receive direction. Their 
efforts are all part of a fast-
track plan unveiled by Kansas 
Gov. Sam Brownback two 
years ago. If nothing changes, 
roughly 70% of western 
Kansas’ Ogallala Aquifer will be 
depleted and 40% of the state’s 
reservoir storage space will be 
filled with sediment by 2064. 
KWA Chairman Harshberger 
said he was pleased with the 
ideas presented but that most 
fell short of meeting SMART 
(specific, measurable, 
achievable, result-focused and 
time-bound) benchmarks. 
There was acknowledgement 
that something needs to be 
done, designations of 
responsibility vary. The 
authority will meet again in two 
weeks to outline their 
suggestions for the groups. 
Finalized plans will be 
presented to Brownback at his 
water meeting in November. 
 

 
 

METAL THIEVES WILL 
FACE JAIL TIME 

 
A bill that has already been 
approved by the Senate is now 
before the House to penalize  
 

thieves who do more than $5L 
worth of damage when stealing 
valuable metals with jail time. The 
measure would also create a 
system to track stolen scrap 
through dealers. Farm 
organizations testified that the 
damage frequently hurts crops 
and cattle because it can take 
days or weeks to repair. Some 
lawmakers expressed concern 
that the bill could increase the 
state's already overcapacity 
prison population.  

 

QUAKE NUMBERS DOWN 
 
Kansas has recently experienced 
a decline in earthquakes, but 
officials can’t say the reduced 
seismic activity is a result of 
increased regulation on oil and 
gas production and the injection 
of high volumes of wastewater in 
disposal wells. National and State 
Geological Survey agencies and 
industry groups continue to 
evaluate the correlation between 
seismic activity and drilling 
operations. Only five earthquakes 
were recorded in the region since 
May 11th. 
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