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$6 Billion House Budget Does 
Not Balance 

 

Without a single word of support or 
opposition from the floor, Kansas House of 
Representatives moved to approve an 
unbalanced budget for next year to ensure 
that state workers are not furloughed and 
the state government does not shut down 
on June 7th. If the Senate now passes this 
budget without changes it goes immediately 
to Governor Brownback for his signature. 
The budget passed contains $6.4 billion in 
state general fund spending for the coming 
fiscal year, which begins July 1. That is a 
2.3 percent increase over the current year.  
The budget funds the state’s responsibilities 
to state employee retirements and programs 
for disabled and low-income Kansans. The 
budget authorizes spending exceeding 
revenue by about $400 million to fund the 
state’s responsibilities to state employee 
retirements and programs for disabled and 
low-income Kansans.  Lawmakers are still 
working to craft a tax package that would 
generate the revenue needed to close the 
gap.  
 

 
Second Tax Bill 

Defeated 
With exactly 54 hours before the 
state furloughs employees, Senate 
Bill 270, the first compromise tax 
plan produced by the Senate-
House conference committee was 
resoundingly rejected by the 
House. The plan was substantially 
similar to what the governor put 
forward last week that would have 
cost the state about $19 million 
annually.  The House passed a 
budget Wednesday, but Senate 
leadership wanted to have a tax 
plan in place before it approved 
the budget. The tax conference 
committee went back to work 
Friday morning and crafted 
another tax plan to address "tax 
fairness" concerns raised by 
legislators this session. The 
conference committee drafted a 
new plan that in addition to 
increasing the retailers sales tax 
from 6.15% to 6.45% on July 1st, 
the measure would also reduce, as 
of January 1, 2016, the sales tax 
on food to 5.7%. The newly 
amended version of SB 270 would 
impose an income tax of 2.7% to 
all non-wage business income 
exempted in 2012, a highly 
controversial measure in both 
legislative chambers this session. 

The House debated the 
conference committee report 
during their afternoon session 
and the result was rejection of 
the compromise revenue 
plan. By a vote of 27 to 82 the 
report was defeated and sent 
back to the conference 
committee for more work. 
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Senate Passes Tax 
Amnesty Bill 

The Kansas Senate has 
approved a three part bill by a 
25-13 vote that creates an 
amnesty program for 
delinquent tax payers; 
decrease the state's sales tax 
on food, and limits local 
property taxes. As approved 
the bill decreases the 6.15% 
sales tax on food down to 
5.7%.  It also waives the 
penalty for people and 
businesses paying their back 
taxes in full this fall. The third 
prong of the bill requires cities 
and counties to get voters' 
approval before they may 
increase property tax revenues 
greater than inflation. 
 

Court Rules Against 
Shawnee Mission 

Parents 
A 10th Circuit Court of 
Appeals decision sided 
against parents in Shawnee 
Mission School District who 
argued the limit on education 
spending impairs their rights 
to fully fund and support 
education. The appeals court 
upheld the denial of a 
preliminary injunction and 
affirmed the lower court’s 

decision that partially granted 
the state’s motion to dismiss. It 
sent the case back for further 
proceedings. It noted Kansas 
amended its Constitution to 
create a system that does not 
make the quality of a child’s 
education a function of his 
parent’s wealth. 
 

State Revenue $5.8 
Million Short 

The Kansas Department of 
Revenue announced overall tax 
receipts were $5.8 million lower 
than expected for the month of 
May.  Weak corporate income 
and sales tax receipts were 
cited as the cause. However 
Individual tax receipts topped 
expectations for May by $12.2 
million and were $135.6 million 
more than in May 2014. Despite 
the lower-than-expected 
corporate income tax receipts, 
the state collected $25.6 million 
more this month than in May of 
last year. 
 

Dry Start To Year Ends In 
Record Spring Rain 

After receiving just a little more 
than 2 inches for the first four 
months of 2015, Kansas 
experienced it’s 4th wettest May 
on record with many areas 
seeing at least double the usual 
rainfall. A Kansas State 
University climatologist stated it 
could be another 100 years 
before it gets that wet again. 
The Garden City Experiment 
Station recorded 6.38 inches 
last month, quite a change from 
a year ago when the station 
recorded just 0.63 of an inch - 
the fourth driest on record. The 
weather service’s Climate 
Prediction Center forecasts a 
cooler and wetter summer 
through August, extending from 
the Central Rocky Mountains 
east. 

Furloughs Loom Over 
Public Employees 

Public agencies are preparing 
furlough plans for their staff 
members in case legislators don’t 
pass a budget by next week. 
Though agency leaders are 
holding out hope lawmakers will 
act in time to prevent an 
interruption in funding, they are 
deciding which workers they could 
ask to stay home, and which are 
essential to key public services 
and end-of-the-fiscal-year 
projects. If furloughs take effect, 
the state wouldn’t have authority 
to disburse paychecks. Essential 
staffs who continue working would 
only be reimbursed later if their 
back pay is specifically authorized 
by the Legislature. 
 

Kansas Lawmakers 
Approve Local Gun Rules 

Kansas legislators have approved 
a bill to prevent cities and counties 
from imposing special taxes on 
firearms or from using zoning 
ordinances to limit gun sales. The 
House passed the measure on a 
96-14 vote and the Senate 
approved it on a 35-3 vote. It now 
only needs Governor Brownback’s 
signature. The measure follows up 
on a law enacted last year to 
nullify city and county restrictions 
on the sale, possession and 
transportation of firearms. The 
2014 law didn’t specifically 
address the power of local officials 
to levy taxes and fees or their 
power to restrict property use 
through zoning ordinances.  

 

Senate Bill Allows Liquor 
At Capitol Events 

The Senate voted 30-6 to endorse 
passed House Bill 2223 allowing 
consumption of alcoholic 
beverages at the Capitol and 
reforming state law on  
 



microbrewery locations, 
automated wine-serving 
devices and regulation of 
liquor licenses.  Put together 
by negotiators from both 
chambers, the bill only needs 
an affirmative vote by the 
House before moving to 
Governor Brownback for 
signature. Under the bill, 
consumption of liquor at 
catered events could occur on 
public property. A caterer’s 
notice to state Alcoholic 
Beverage Control could be 
sent electronically at least 48 
hours in advance. A provision 
would permit unlicensed 
businesses to welcome 
patrons or guests who bring 
their own alcoholic beverages. 
Businesses couldn’t charge for 
liquor nor allow consumption 
after midnight. The legislation 
would enable sale of liquor 
infused with spices, herbs, 
fruits, vegetables and candy. 
The bill bans sale of powdered 
alcohol products. It also would 
enable clubs and bars to offer 
wine from self-service devices. 
State law would be amended 
to require ABC agents deliver 
citations for violations to a 
person in charge of the 
licensed business. In addition, 
a city could adopt an 
ordinance allowing a retailer, 
microbrewery or farm winery to 
locate in a core commercial 
district even if less than 200 
feet from a school or church. 

 

 
 

Governor Signs Bill 
Complying With EPA 

Rules 
Governor Brownback signed 
House Bill 2233 guiding 
development of a plan to 

comply with federal mandates to 
reduce carbon emissions at 
power plants and directing the 
Kansas Department of Health 
and Environment and the KS 
Corporation Commission to work 
with a new legislative oversight 
committee to address the final  
EPA rule. It also required 
KDHE’s work to conform to 
Attorney General Derek 
Schmidt’s litigation intended to 
thwart the EPA and ordered the 
state health department to seek 
every available delay in adopting 
a plan. Along with CHB 2233 
Governor Brownback signed 3 
other notable bills into law this 
week: HB 2106 that amends 
criminal penalties under the 
state’s securities commission 
law; HB 2159 that changes the 
time limit for requesting criminal 
record deletion for DUIs or 
alcohol-breath test refusal; and 
HB 2170 that protects public-
school students from physical 
restraint or seclusion unless that 
student presents an immediate 
danger to himself or others. 

 
Bill Eases Campaign 

Signage & WiFi 
Restrictions 

On a 66-48 vote, the Kansas 
House sent Governor 
Brownback HB 2183 that will 
override local ordinances that 
ban signs in all street easements 
and also overturns local 
restrictions on the number of 
signs that can be placed in any 
given yard.  The bill also would 
allow legislators to use the public 
Wi-Fi in the Capitol for their re-
election campaign social 
networking, a practice that is 
currently banned as an ethics 
issue but in reality is nearly 
impossible to police. 
 

Horse Thief Reservoir 
Floodgates Opened 

Heavy rains caused officials to 
open the floodgates on the 
Horse Thief reservoir for the first 

time since the 7,200-foot long dam 
located about 9 miles outside of 
Jetmore was built in 2009. The  
450-acre lake is nearly full since 
torrential rains pushed the water 
level up some 11 feet. The 
watershed contains more than 1.5 
million acres in parts of nine Kansas 
counties, including Edwards, Ford, 
Gray, Hodgeman, Lane, Ness, 
Pawnee and Rush. 
 

Bob Dole Honored 
Former Senate Majority Leader and 
presidential candidate Bob Dole 
was honored during a ceremony at 
the Combat Air Museum at Forbes 
Field this week, as a conference 
room used for the museum’s youth 
education programs was renamed 
the Bob Dole Education Center and 
an exhibit area dedicated mostly to 
aviation will now be known as the 
Bob Dole Aviation Gallery. 
Governor Sam Brownback, 
Representative Lynn Jenkins, 
Topeka Mayor Larry Wolgast, and 
Washburn President Jerry Farley 
were all in attendance with Senator 
Dole for the light hearted event that 
was full of jokes and fond 
remembrances. 
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