
Transparency in Property Taxation 
 
Comparison of 2021 Senate Bill No. 13 to the 2020 version of Senate Bill 
No. 294 (Utah Model) as it passed the House last session.  
 
Both the measures state: A taxing subdivision would be prohibited from 
levying taxes exceeding its revenue-neutral rate without first approving a 
resolution or ordinance in accordance with the procedure provided by the bill.  
 
     
  SB 13  SB 294 

(House version) 
 

Effective date:  1/1/21  7/1/20 
     
Property tax lid:  Repealed in 2021  Repeal in 2022 
     
"Revenue neutral 
rate" defined: 

 Means the tax rate for 
the current tax year 
that would generate 
the same property tax 
revenue as levied the 
previous  tax year 
using the current tax 
year's total assessed 
valuation. To calculate 
the revenue neutral 
rate, the county clerk 
shall divide the 
property tax revenue 
for such taxing 
subdivision levied for 
the previous tax year 
by the total of all 
taxable assessed 
valuation in such 
taxing subdivision for 
the  current tax year, 
and then multiply the 
quotient by 1,000 to 
express the rate in 
mills. The revenue 
neutral rate shall be 

 Means the tax rate for 
the current tax year 
that would generate 
the same property tax 
revenue as levied the 
previous tax year using 
the current tax year's 
total assessed 
valuation. To calculate 
the revenue neutral 
rate, the county clerk 
shall divide the 
property tax revenue 
for such taxing 
subdivision levied for 
the previous tax year 
by the total of all 
taxable assessed 
valuation in such taxing 
subdivision for the 
current tax year, and 
then multiply the 
quotient by 1,000 to 
express the rate in 
mills. The revenue 
neutral rate shall be 



expressed to the third 
decimal place.  

expressed to the third 
decimal place.  

     
Notice and Public 
Hearing 
Requirements: 

 County clerks to notify 
taxing subdivisions of 
their revenue-neutral 
rate by June 15.  

 County clerks to notify 
taxing subdivisions of 
their revenue-neutral 
rate by June 15.  

     
Intent to exceed 
notification: 

 Governing bodies notify 
county clerks by July 
15 of their intent to 
exceed the revenue-
neutral rate, including 
information concerning 
the hearing. 

 Governing bodies notify 
county clerks by July 
15 of their intent to 
exceed the revenue-
neutral rate, including 
information concerning 
the hearing. 

     
Taxpayer notice:  County clerks would be 

required to mail 
notification of the 
intent of the taxing 
subdivision to each 
taxpayer with property 
within the taxing 
subdivision at least 10 
days in advance of the 
public hearing. 
 
Notice may be 
electronically 
transmitted to 
taxpayers 
 
Notice also to be 
published 10 days in 
advance of the public 
hearing. 

 County clerks would be 
required to mail 
notification of the 
intent of the taxing 
subdivision to each 
taxpayer with property 
within the taxing 
subdivision at least 10 
days in advance of the 
public hearing.  
 
Notice may be 
electronically 
transmitted to 
taxpayers 
 
Notice also to be 
published 10 days in 
advance of the public 
hearing. 

     
Hearing dates:  Public hearings held on 

or before September 
10. 

 Public hearings held on 
or before September 
15. 

     



Joint hearings:  Public hearings could 
be conducted in 
conjunction with other 
required budget 
hearings of the taxing 
subdivisions.  

 Public hearings could 
be conducted in 
conjunction with other 
required budget 
hearings of the taxing 
subdivisions.  

     
Levy certification:  Submit on or before 

September 20 to each 
county clerk the 
amount of property 
taxes to be levied. 

 Submit on or before 
September 20 to each 
county clerk the 
amount of property 
taxes to be levied. 

     
Adoption:  The governing body of 

each taxing subdivision 
would be required to 
approve exceeding the 
revenue neutral rate by 
a majority vote at the 
public hearing.  

 At the conclusion of the 
public hearings, the bill 
would require a 
majority vote of 
governing body to 
approve exceeding the 
revenue- neutral rates 
prior to adoption of 
proposed budgets 
resulting in a tax rate 
in excess of the 
revenue-neutral rates. 

     
Reimbursement:  Costs for printing and 

mailing the 
notifications would be 
borne equally by the 
taxing subdivisions 
proposing to exceed 
their revenue-neutral 
rates, with payment for 
such costs due to 
county clerks by 
December 31.  

 Costs associated with 
notification 
requirements to be 
borne by taxing 
subdivisions seeking to 
exceed their revenue-
neutral rates, with 
payment for such costs 
due to county clerks by 
December 31.  

     



Refunds:  Taxing subdivisions 
failing to comply with 
the notice and hearing 
procedures would be 
required to refund any 
property taxes 
collected in excess of 
the revenue-neutral 
rate. 

 Taxing subdivisions not 
complying with the 
notification and public 
hearing requirements 
would be required to 
refund to taxpayers any 
over-collected property 
taxes. 

     
Exemptions:  School districts would 

not be subject to the 
notice and hearing 
procedures.  

 School districts would 
not be subject to the 
notice and hearing 
procedures.  

     
Other items:     
Tax payment plans:  After 7/1/2021 county 

treasurer may establish 
a payment plan for 
delinquent or non-
delinquent real 
property tax or 
personal property tax 

 n/a (language was in a 
separate bill) 

     
Valuation increases 
for real property 
due to normal 
repairs, 
replacement and 
maintenance: 
 
Exemption for new 
construction/growth 
in revenue neutral 
rate? 
 
Public election 
required? 
 

 After 7/1/2021 
prohibited; new 
construction excluded 
 
 
 
 
No 
 
 
 
 
No. After January 1, 
2021 a public hearing 
is required to approve 
exceeding revenue 
neutral rate. 

 n/a 
 
 
 
 
 
 
No 
 
 
 
 
No. After January 1, 
2022 a public hearing is 
required to approve 
exceeding revenue 
neutral rate. 

 


