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GoRail -
Mission 
and Goals

Who we 
are…What 
we Do…

National non-profit grassroots 
organization promoting the public 
benefits of rail.
Building public support for policies to 
expand rail.

Supporting legislation to expand rail 
capacity.

Opposing legislation that would shrink 
capacity.
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Rise, Fall & 
Stabilization of US 
Railroads
• The 19th century was a period 

of rail growth intermixed with 
booms, busts, and 
consolidations.

• The US Rail network “peaked” 
in the 1920’s but showed 
weaknesses.

• Rapid decline from WWII to 
1980 characterized by 
bankruptcies, mergers, and 
government intervention 
(Conrail/Amtrak).

• 1980-Today: recovery, 
reinvestment, new growth, 
new concerns. 
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What is the current impact?



What is the current impact?
• Kansas’ location and position on principal rail corridors provides rail access to every 

region of the U.S., as well as to Canada and Mexico;
• Kansas ranks in the top 15 among states in the following categories: total miles of 

rail (6th); rail tons carried (6th); and rail carloads carried (8th);
• Kansas ranks 6th in farm products originating by state;
• The Greater Kansas City area is consistently the largest freight rail hub in terms of 

tonnage. 
• Numerous other rail served transload and industrial parks including yards in Kansas 

City, Topeka, Wichita, Edgerton, Liberal, Salina, Dodge City, Hutchinson, Emporia, 
etc. 

• Logistics Park Kansas City is the state’s only intermodal facility but one of the 
largest in the nation with a capacity for 500,000 annual lifts & 3.4M rail-served sq. ft. 

• Less environment impact than other modes of transportation.
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Demand For Freight Transportation To Rise Sharply
(billions of tons transported in U.S.)

19.7 bil

22.1 bil

25.1 bil

28.5 bil

The U.S. Department of Transportation expects total freight demand to grow 35% by 2040, which 
means the improvements made today are even more important for world-class service tomorrow.



Freight Rail 
Investments 
• According to KDOT, the following opportunities exist 

to help the freight rail network develop in Kansas:
• Increase geographic spread of transload facilities 

through KDOT loans/grants;
• Increase the weight capacity of short line rail track 
• Class I investment in line capacity, intermodal, 

transcon capacity estimates, and safety (PTC)
• KDOT projects to improve bridges, rural rail, and old 

locomotives.
• Pursue coordination with railroads and any 

opportunities to keep Kansas businesses competitive

Nationally, the railroads are furthering international opportunities, investing in green economies and 
intermodal shipping, and preparing for increased freight demands and interactions with passenger traffic.



INVEST in 

America/

Infrastructure 

Agenda

Preserve modal equity across all modes of 
transportation. 

Unfunded locomotive upgrade mandate

LNG by rail prohibition

Border Crossing reversals

10-minute blocked crossing standard

Promote partnerships, economic development & 
safety grants



Freight Rail as a Policy Solution



America’s Freight Rail 
Industry…the Engine 
that Keeps our 
Economy Strong



Employment





Policy as an Obstacle



“Among the social forces of the 
modern world the railroad holds 
unquestionably the first place. There 
is not a single occupation or interest 
which it has not affected: 
agriculture, manufacturers, 
commerce, country life, banking, 
finance, law, and even government 
itself, have all felt its influence.” 

“A Rail Study” 
– Harper’ 
Monthly 
Magazine, 1877
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