
GOVERNOR OFFICIALLY OPENS 2022 LEGISLATIVE SESSION
In the Governor’s State-of-the-State address on Tuesday January 11th, she suggested that Kansas politics have
become toxic and called, one more time, for a season of civility and bi-partisan cooperation amongst legislators
saying: “The people in this chamber didn't cause the problem, but the people in this chamber can be part of
the solution if we can put allegiance to Kansans ahead of allegiance to a political party”. The COVID pandemic
was touched on briefly with the Governor reporting that only 57% of Kansas' population has been fully
vaccinated and just since New Year’s Eve our state has confirmed 14,855 new cases, 146 new hospitalizations
and 43 new deaths. She spoke emphatically about the need to accomplish the 100% vaccination objective
before the state will truly be on the road to full recovery in every aspect of our day-to-day lives. The Governor
gave some hints about her administration's budget proposal that would be released the next day, and did, of
course, spend a moment or two recounting her accomplishments of the past year. In a couple of touching
moments, she honored two recently departed Kansans – Bob Dole and Buck O'Neil. To read the entire text of
the speech visit: KS SOTS Address

KANSAS BUDGET BEGIN AGAIN
Kansas Budget Director Adam Proffitt addressed state legislators on Wednesday, January 12th to present
Governor Kelly’s administration’s strategy to utilize the state’s estimated $3 billion budget surplus. Top priorities
were cutting taxes while spending more on education, law enforcement and mental health services.
Additionally, the proposal advocates for paying down state debt, boosting state savings accounts, and investing
in the state’s core programs. This will be the blueprint lawmakers will start with as they work to create a new
state budget this session. The legislative budget committee chairman, Representative Troy Waymaster had
preemptively cautioned lawmakers against endorsing any plan to spend the money in reserve extravagantly
and his vice-chairman, Senator Rick Billinger agreed, asserting that even with this year’s remarkable financial
excess to work with, Kansas could not afford any “reckless spending”.

K-12 EDUCATION IMPEDED BY ABSENT TEACHERS
The Kansas Board of Education is temporarily lowering the standards to become a substitute teacher in an
effort to keep schools open amidst crisis level staffing shortages caused by the on-going COVID-19 pandemic.
Kansas Education Commissioner Randy Watson said there are already four school districts considering closing
because they don't have an adequate workforce available. The new temporary emergency license policy that
will expire on June 1st, will allow anyone at least 18y/o with a high school diploma to be a substitute teacher
as long as they pass a fingerprint and background check and show proof that a district wants to hire them.
The previous requirement was to have at least 60 hours of college coursework completed.

THE GOVERNOR’S 2022 BUDGET WISHLIST



● Eliminate the 6.5% state food sales tax. This would cost approximately $450 million in state revenue during
the first year.

● Spend $70 million more on higher education to restore state universities to pre-pandemic levels of funding
and to freeze tuition rates.

● Direct income tax rebates of $250 per individual, $500 per couple filing jointly. This would cost the state
approximately $460 million in revenue.

● Pay off the $72 million bond debt for the National Bio-Agro Defense Facility in Manhattan and the $254
million state employee pension plan debt. Eliminating these balances early would save Kansas $250 million
in interest and fees.

● End the annual diversion of capital from the Kansas Department of Transportation Highway Fund, to
supplement the state’s overall budget.

● Continue the state’s K-12 funding plan established in 2019 through a state supreme court’s order.
● Direct the Department of Commerce to spend no less than $20 million on moderate priced housing

state-wide to address the lack of dwelling options available to middle income Kansans.
● Increase funding for mental health services and suicide prevention by at least $30 million.
● Expand Medicaid to provide health care coverage for low-income Kansans.

BIPARTISAN PLANS FOR FEDERAL STIMULUS AID
Governor Kelly and members of the State Finance Council unanimously agreed Monday, January 10th to commit
$154 million in federal stimulus funding to support economic development with construction of commercial buildings
and to improve resources available to low-income students struggling in school. $100 million as earmarked for
structures needed to expand or attract businesses and jobs. $50 million will fund a new program that gives $1,000
per child at-will grants to assist poverty level students who are struggling academically due to the pandemic. $4
million was approved to help school districts upgrade internet connections to high-speed broadband services. The
appropriations will be drawn from the $1.6 billion stimulus aid package sent to Kansas by Congress.

HISTORIC MOMENT: WOMAN DELIVERS ‘STATE OF THE JUDICIARY’
Marla Luckert, chief justice of the Kansas Supreme Court addressed the state legislature on Tuesday January 11th
reporting that while there was once a backlog of over 5,000 criminal cases statewide, only a few geographic areas
where high rates of COVID-19 transmission affected jury pools are still behind schedule. However, she had to warn
lawmakers that another crisis may be brewing as the rapidly increasing Omicron Variant cases across the state have
prompted some areas to close municipal courts and at least two of the state's judicial districts have paused jury
trials again. The chief justice took time to praise legislators for investments in the judicial system, including a pay
raise for judicial employees, but said more investment remained necessary, calling specifically for continued
attention to judicial salaries and requesting that legislators consider funding over a dozen new district judgeships,
10 new magistrate judgeships and support staff, as new judge positions have not been added in nearly 15 years.
This was the first time a woman has ever given the annual speech.


