
NO EASY PATH FOR REDISTRICTING BILL
The Kansas House voted 79-37 this week to pass a redistricting bill that would split the Kansas City area
into two congressional districts and move the city of Lawrence into a sprawling central and western
Kansas district. The Senate approved the measure last week. This new voting map would cause U.S.
Congresswoman Sharice Davids to lose several neighborhoods in the 3rd District that helped elect her.
The measure has been sent to the Governor to be considered and signed, vetoed or allowed to become
law. If vetoed, Republican legislators will then be forced to try overriding her veto which, if successful,
will no doubt compel the Democrat lawmakers to turn the matter over to the courts, requesting that they
uphold a long-standing Federal court order requiring Wyandotte County to be a singular congressional
district because of its majority population being non-white minority races – a statistic that has not
changed in over 4 decades.

CELL PHONES IN CARS
The Kansas Senate Transportation Committee has a bill under consideration that would require all drivers
to only use hands-free cellphones in school and construction zones during designated hours. Drivers
under the age of 18 would be required to use hands-free devices at all times. A violation of the proposed
law would result in a $60 fine. Law enforcement officers and emergency services personnel would be
exempt, and there are certain exemptions for two-way radios. Kansas Association of Chiefs of Police, the
Kansas Sheriff’s Association, and the Kansas Peace Officers Association along with several car companies,
medical professionals and other advocacy groups banded together in support of lawmakers creating this
new traffic infraction. If passed Kansas would be the 25th state to enact such a law.

MORE HELP TO EASE HEALTH CARE STRUGGLES
Governor Kelly signed a bill on Friday January 21st that allows hospital staff to perform a broader range
of duties and makes the licensing of nursing home caregivers more flexible so people whose licenses
have lapsed may be hired and less-skilled jobs can go to new hires with little to no previous training. The
bill will remain in effect through next January. Additionally, the Governor deployed 80 non-medical
soldiers and airmen from the Kansas National Guard to support the Kansas Department of Health and
Environment’s testing. The military personnel will be on federal orders for 31 days to assist in COVID-19
prevention efforts. The state has also enlisted the assistance of the Federal Emergency Management
Agency, the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs, and the Veterans Health Administration to provide
limited acute care and Intensive Care Unit beds for temporary medical treatment of non-eligible VA
individuals to help reduce the strain on Kansas hospitals currently overwhelmed with new COVID-19
patients.



KANSANS GETTING BACK TO WORK
The Kansas unemployment rate has fallen. This good news comes from Wichita State University's Center
for Economic Development and Business Research in their updated Kansas Employment Forecast. In 2021
overall state-level unemployment fell dramatically from 6.2% to 3.3%, with the most significant job
growth being in the leisure and hospitality service occupations. The report indicates there will be
sustained progress towards economic recovery in Kansas with this downward trend in unemployment
expected to continue throughout 2022 and 2023, halving the number of Kansans left unemployed when
pandemic protocols were enacted in 2020.

SENATE SUPPORTS FOR POSSIBLE MEGA-PROJECT
Kansas lawmakers moved quickly this week to craft and approve a bill offering $1 billion or more in tax
breaks solely for the purpose of landing a huge relocation investment by an as yet undisclosed company.
The bill also includes an across-the-board cut in corporate income taxes. Due to mandatory
non-disclosure agreements no one is permitted to disclose the who, what, when, or when of this potential
windfall for the state. The measure had bipartisan support within the Senate and was approved with a
32-7 vote to allow the Kansas Department of Commerce to provide the incentives.

SOME STUDENT LOAN REPAYMENTS CANCELED
The Attorney General’s office announced this week that Kansas’ portion of a nationwide lawsuit settlement
with Navient – a predatory student loan company – will erase $10.28 million in debt owed by 435 Kansans.
When Sallie Mae separated its loan servicing business from its consumer banking business in 2014, the loan
servicing and collection operations were rebranded as Navient which promised to find low-cost education
repayment options for students. Instead, the company originated predatory subprime loans for those
attending for-profit schools and colleges.


