
HOUSE VOTE ON BALLOT ISSUES DELAYED
An unsuccessful attempt was made this week to force a vote in the House on whether or not to put Medicaid
expansion, legalize medical marijuana, and nullifying Kansas’ unenforceable ban on same-sex marriage on the
November ballot to let voters have a voice on those issues. Republican leadership quickly ruled the proposal
out-of-order as it was made during debate on whether or not to put a constitutional amendment to increase
the Legislature’s regulatory authority by giving them veto-power over state rules and regulations on that same
fall ballot. This proposal was given tentative approval that day, but then failed to garner the necessary
two-thirds majority vote the next day.

COUNTIES AND STATE CONFLICT OVER IMMIGRATION
Kansas Attorney General Derek Schmidt has asked the state Legislature to prohibit local municipalities from
relaxing immigration law enforcement. This comes in response to a recently passed Wyandotte County
ordinance that prohibits local police from enforcing such regulations as well as from cooperating with any
federal agencies trying to do so within their jurisdictions, except for instances where there is imminent danger
to public safety. County officials believe this may persuade undocumented residents to report crimes without
fear that their immigration status will be questioned.

PUBLIC CURRICULUM
Kansas lawmakers heard testimony about a proposed Parents’ Bill of Rights that would require schools to post
class curriculums online and that would provide parents an avenue to limit what teachers could talk about in
class. Supporters insist that parents should know more about what is being taught to their children and that
this will help student’s families to better connect with schools. Critics claim this is a blatant attempt to coerce
teachers into silence on some subjects and/or obstruct them from teaching multiple perspectives on other
subjects. A former Kansas Teacher of the Year claimed this action would be demeaning to educators, would
breed distrust within schools and could very well drive current teachers away from our school and dissuade
others from entering the profession. Further committee discussions on this bill are slated for next week.

WIND ENERGY
Senator Mike Thompson confirmed on Wednesday that there were not enough votes from his 11-member
Senate Utilities Committee to advance to the Senate floor any of the several bills he has proposed for the
mitigation of wind turbines. Thompson, now in his third Legislature session, has always been a very vocal critic
of wind power, claiming that the turbines are a larger hazard than any other type of electrical generation
including nuclear power plants which he prefers because he believes their threats are “enclosed and
contained”, while they produce “very clean electricity”.



TAX HOLIDAY FOR END OF SUMMER HOLIDAYS
Senators John Doll and Virgil Peck spoke before the Senate Assessment and Taxation Committee in support of
SB 432 that would create a 4-day sales tax holiday to occur on the first Thursday in August until midnight the
following Sunday. The objective is to get customers to shop in Kansas stores instead of border hopping to save
money. 17 other states including Missouri and Oklahoma already have similar tax break days for parents. The
Kansas Legislature has considered similar bills in the past, but none have passed. Both testifying senators
expressed a willingness to amend the bill if it would aid passage this time around. Senator Molly Baumgardner
added her support saying: “This is a wonderful thing. It’s long overdue and it will make a difference for Kansas
families”.

MASK MANDATE ENDING FOR STATE GOVERNMENT
Kansas Governor Kelly announced that state employees and visitors would no longer be required to wear a
mask in state government buildings after 5pm on Friday, February 18th. The executive branch mandate is
being rescinded because of the decline of Covid-19 cases and the widespread availability of vaccines and
boosters. Wearing a mask will continue to be recommended.

ADVOCACY GROUP UNDERFUNDED
Heather Cessna, executive director of the Board of Indigents’ Defense reported to legislators that her office is
struggling under the weight of insufficient state funding, the burden of overwhelming caseloads, low wages,
and high attorney turnover. They are having difficulties providing sound legal counsel through staff, public
defenders, and appointed private defense lawyers for the approximately 25,000 impoverished adults facing
felony charges annually. The BID’s staff attorneys each average only 13 hours per case, which is below
appropriate standards for effective assistance of counsel and to make matters worse, some public defender
offices are temporarily refusing cases. Cessna said the board needs to retain experienced staff and build a
larger channel of attorneys interested in becoming public defenders. Recruiting those people would be easier if
salaries came closer to amounts paid to prosecutors with comparable years of experience. 12% of attorneys
working for the Board of Indigents’ Defense left in 2021, several who were poached by prosecution offices
offering substantially higher salaries. Their current pay rate for an outside defense counsel is $100/hr, but
without legislative action that will fall back to $80/hr. For comparison, she noted that a private attorney hired
by a defendant facing similar charges would cost about $400 per hour. She asked lawmakers to reset the rate
she could offer to $120/hr.

EXPANDED PHARMACIST OPPORTUNITY
With a vote of 37-2 the Kansas Senate approved SB 200 which would allow pharmacists to test for and treat
influenza, streptococcal pharyngitis and urinary tract infections This measure is now headed to the House. The
Senators also approved two insurance bills, one making a technical amendment to the insurance code for the
risk-based capital and one updating the captive insurance act. They followed that with an approval for a final
bill updating the term “hearing impairment” to “hard of hearing” in state statute without opposition.
Proponents of the measure said the past terminology was a form of tacit discrimination.

TEACHERS MERIT PAY
Representative Kristey Williams introduced HB 2690 that would reward teachers in schools where students
show 5% gains in standardized tests over the previous four years or maintain a 90% level of proficiency with
$5K bonuses beginning in the 2025-26 school year. Funding for the merit pay program would come from a $50
million annual boost intended to raise the performance of at-risk students that will be expiring in 2024. The
Kansas Policy Institute was the only supporter of the bill. Opponents included the Kansas Association of School
Boards, as well as the teacher’s union, a coalition of public-school advocates, the Kansas State Board of
Education, and the Kansas PTA.



BROADBAND PROJECT HITS PROJECT MILESTONE
Stanley Adams, who heads the Kansas Department of Commerce’s Broadband Development Office reported to
the House Energy, Utilities and Telecommunications Committee that the federal and state funding established
last year to improve connectivity across the state helped support nearly 100 projects, and they are having a
positive impact on communities. Adams said the SPARK committee is already planning for additional federal
funding that is expected after the initial monies have been exhausted. In addition, his office has applied for a
$13.4 million grant from the National Information and Telecommunications Administration’s Broadband
Infrastructure Program, specifically to fund 10 more projects.


