
REDISTRICTING LAWSUITS
Kansas Attorney General Derek Schmidt has asked the Kansas Supreme Court to dismiss two lawsuits filed
over the newly drawn congressional district maps. Schmidt argued in a petition filed Friday February 18th that
the legal challenges are without merit and that district courts should have no standing in redistricting
decisions. The AG’s office wants the state Supreme Court to bypass all lower courts and assume the matter
itself. The lawsuits in question were filed on Monday February 14th in Wyandotte County District Court by the
American Civil Liberties Union of Kansas and Loud Light, a nonprofit voter advocacy group. Both complaints
argue the new maps violate the state Constitution and the Legislature's own redistricting guidelines. They ask
the court to grant injunctive and declaratory relief and impose a mandate on the Kansas Legislature to
produce a fair, equitable map. The Legislative Coordinating Council voted Wednesday February 23rd to allow a
Missouri law firm to represent the Kansas Legislature’s interests in court should the need arise. Governor Kelly
is on record as saying the legislation passed is “blatantly unconstitutional” in no small part because it
separates communities of interest and disenfranchises communities of color.

POTENTIAL TAX RELIEF FOR KANSANS
The Senate Assessment and Taxation Committee moved forward two pieces of legislation this week, both
cutting property taxes. One would end a $1.5 million property tax that goes toward rehabbing and repairing
buildings at state universities and for maintaining state hospitals, veteran’s homes, and the schools for the
deaf and blind. The other, affecting public-school funding, calls for increasing the property tax exemption for
the statewide 20-mill levy from the first $20,000 of residential property to $65,000 with future increases based
on inflation in the years to come. Opponents are concerned how significantly these changes will hurt the
educational systems that rely on the subsidies these bills would eliminate. This committee also supported two
additional bills this week that provide some income tax relief for Kansans. First, SB 519 increases the standard
deduction by 25% in Kansas from $3,500 to $4,375 for an individual filing as single, $8,000 to $10,000 for
married couples filing together, and $6,000 to $7,500 for those filing as a head of household beginning in
2023. The Department of Revenue estimated the bill would decrease state revenue by $23.4 million in 2024.
Finally, SB 520 would provide an $250 income tax credit to any Kansas resident employed as a public or
private school teacher for any expenses made for school and classroom supplies beginning in 2022. KDOR
estimated this would reduce state revenue by $20.4 million in 2023. The approved measures now go to the
full Senate for consideration.



TURN AROUND PRIORITIES REVEALED
As is tradition, House Speaker Ron Ryckman Jr. gave a mid-session “blessing” to 36 bills stuck in non-exempt
committees so that they may remain in play when the Legislature returns next week from their turnaround
break. Senate President Ty Masterson’s similar list of committee work to be held over was significantly less
with just these eight making the cut:
SB 152: Providing for joint liability for costs and sanctions in third-party funded litigation, requiring certain
discovery disclosures and requiring payment of certain costs for non party subpoenas.
SB 340: Amending the Kansas promise scholarship act by clarifying the responsibilities of the state Board of
Regents and postsecondary educational institutions and authorizing designation of additional programs and
fields of study.
SB 341: Removing federal impact aid from the determination of local foundation aid in the Kansas school
equity and enhancement act and excluding Fort Leavenworth school district and virtual school students from
the capital improvement state aid determination.
SB 455: Allowing K-12 students to transfer to and attend school in any school district in the state.
SB 478: Establishing requirements for wind turbines to be equipped with a light-mitigating technology that
complies with Federal Aviation Administration regulations.
SB 484: Enacting the Fairness in Women’s Sports act to require that student athletic teams only include
members who are of the same biological sex unless designated as coed.
SB 496: Establishes the parents’ bill of rights for parents of students attending elementary or secondary school
in this state.
SB 501: Requiring employment and training to receive food assistance and requiring cross checks and
verification to receive public assistance.

AMENDMENT ABOUT RULES AND REGULATIONS
With the two-thirds majority needed, the Kansas House has approved a possible constitutional amendment to
give the legislature authority to revoke rules and regulations instituted by state agencies and/or the governor's
administration that are determined to create changes to established state laws. Those opposed to the bill
claim that such a blurring of the line between the executive branch and the legislative branch would disrupt
the governmental balance of power as established by the state constitution and thus is in itself inherently
unlawful to enact. It now goes before the Senate, where if passed, will put the amendment on the November
ballot for voters to decide the outcome.

LOCAL CONTROL OF PLASTIC PACKAGING
The Kansas Senate voted 27-13 for a bill that would strip cities and counties of their power to regulate or tax
bags, cups, bottles, or other packaging made of plastic, cloth, paper, cardboard, aluminum, glass, or
Styrofoam. The bill goes next to the House. Business groups supporting the legislation claim a patchwork of
local regulations would be difficult to follow. Critics said local communities should be allowed to deal with trash
as they see fit.

REGENTS SUPPORT EXPANDS
Both the Senate and the House budget subcommittees have approved a Commerce Department grants
package that includes more than $160 million in economic development incentives for state universities that
would be used to attract private investment intended to foster economic growth. For example, $35 million
would go to Wichita State University for further development of their National Institute for Aviation Research.
Kansas has seen some of its most productive economic development accomplished through its universities and
this legislation hopes to expand on that history to become even more competitive nationally and globally. To
be eligible, project plans must detail how it will generate new jobs, new tax revenue and enhance the national
profile of Kansas.



SHERIFFS TO REMAIN ELECTED
The Kansas House voted 97-24 to approve a potential constitutional amendment that would ensure counties
continue to elect, rather than appoint, their local sheriffs to 4-year terms. If the measure passes the Senate, it
will go on the ballot in November for voters to make the final decision. Supporters said electing sheriffs makes
them more accountable to voters. Opponents said counties should be allowed to manage their own law
enforcement.

AGRICULTURAL PIPELINES
A Kansas House committee continues to work on a proposal by the Kansas Livestock Association to allow
individuals engaged in the agriculture industry to install pipelines in the right-of-way of a county or township
road upon approval by county commissioners. The bill includes a mandate that county government officials
inform property owners and utility companies or other entities with structures in the right-of-way that
someone wanted to build a new pipeline. Existing pipelines for agriculture purposes installed along, upon,
under, and across a right-of-way in compliance with county commission guidance would be grandfathered into
the proposed new law.

VOTER REGISTRATION AUDITS
Voting rights advocates are urging lawmakers to reject SB 439 that would amend the state’s vote roll laws to
allow for an 8-year process for the removal of a registered voter that would include that voter’s nonresponse
to an address confirmation notice and their failure to vote in two consecutive national general elections
following that notice. The opponents argued this would disenfranchise people who did nothing wrong, but for
whatever reason just stopped voting for a period of time. On the other side of the coin, this same group of
voter activists supported SB 438 that would allow for procedural audits of the county election process and
audits in all races where the candidates are separated by less than 1%.
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