
STATE TO MEET RURAL HOUSING NEEDS
Kansas Governor Laura Kelly announced this week that the 2021 comprehensive housing needs assessment
has been completed in a joint effort by the Kansas Housing Resources Corporation and the Office of Rural
Prosperity in the Department of Commerce. Based on that report she has released a budget amendment to
make an additional $50 million available for affordable housing across the state through the establishment of a
housing trust that would be managed by Kansas Housing Resources Corporation. Supported by a coalition of
rural stakeholders, this would be the first loan program of its kind in Kansas.

FOOD TAX TO BE LOWERED
The Kansas House Tax Committee approved HB 2711 this week. The legislation cuts the grocery sales tax in
half bringing it down to 3% and lowers the general sales tax by just .2% but with a plan to continue lowering
it that amount each year as long as it is feasible. The bill will not alter local, city, or county sales tax rates, but
it does create a refundable food sales tax credit to benefit low-income Kansans. The Kansas Department of
Revenue estimates the move will cost the treasury $336 million in fiscal year 2023.

MISLEADING LEGAL ADS TO BE MONITORED
With a vote of 24-14 the Kansas Senate passed SB 150 that will impose restrictions on advertisements for
legal services that are tied to alleged problems with medical devices or drugs. This would be in addition to
oversight of lawyers by the Kansas Supreme Court through the Kansas Board of Discipline and by regulations
enforced by the Federal Trade Commission. The state’s Attorney General would be responsible for determining
if commercials are false or misleading and whether it would be appropriate to file criminal charges.

MEDICAL MARIJUANA
The Senate Federal and State Affairs Committee began hearings this week on a bill remarkably like one the
Kansas House passed last year to legalize medical marijuana for the treatment of 20+ diseases and psychiatric
disorders. Doctors would need a special certificate to recommend cannabis and patients would need a
state-issued ID card to purchase it. The bill establishes a lengthy list of regulations for businesses that would
grow, process, and sell a limited list of cannabis products. Smoking or vaping the drug would still be illegal
under this legislation. If passed the law would take effect on July 1st, 2023, and various regulators would have
until the start of 2024 to put rules in place for physicians, pharmacists, growers, and others involved in the
industry. The cost of implementing the law would be offset by steep licensing fees that could total $18 million
or more annually. If this clears the committee, the full Senate will need to endorse the plan and then work out
any differences they have with the House bill.



RECORD LOW UNEMPLOYMENT
The Kansas Department of Labor and the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics have reported that Kansas’
unemployment rate dropped in January to 2.6% - the lowest level in more than a decade. With 8,500 jobs
added in January, there were just 39,000 Kansans unemployed last month, a significant decrease from 56,000
without a job in January 2021. Nonfarm payroll employment rose by 8,500 from December while
private-sector jobs increased by 5,100 and government employment went up by 3,400.

STATE BUDGET HAS A SURPLUS
The Kansas Senate approved a $22.8 billion state budget with a 23-14 vote after a three-hour debate this
week. The plan invests $245 million in disability services, provides for a planned $400 million payment to the
state pension fund, gives a 5% pay raise to state employees and leaves the state general fund with a balance
of $359.6 million. The plan reduces revenues by $255.1 million in the current fiscal year ending on July 1st
and $80.1 million next year which accounts for tax cuts that they have already passed. Senators will still need
to work out any differences with a House plan that isn’t finished yet before both chambers can send a budget
to Governor Kelly, who can utilize line-item vetoes.

UNION REMINDERS
The Senate Commerce Committee considered SB 511 this week. The bill would mandate annual reminders be
sent to all public-sector union members about their options for paying union dues and of their right to leave
their union at any time. The measure drew strong support from conservative policy organizations but was
soundly opposed by a multitude of union organizations.

NATUROPATHIC PRACTITIONERS
The Senate Public Health and Welfare Committee held hearings last week on SB 275 which would allow
naturopathic doctors to engage in the corporate practice of medicine and SB 274 which would amend their
scope of practice, board discipline and license renewal procedures. Senator Molly Baumgardner introduced the
bills citing the state’s current medical personnel shortage brought on in no small part by the 2-year pandemic
health crisis. As a result, nontraditional practitioners have become increasingly popular - the Board of Healing
Arts reported that 47 naturopathic doctors are licensed in Kansas.

CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT ON TAX INCREASES
The Kansas Senate Tax Committee advanced Concurrent Resolution 1620 and sent it to the full Senate on a
partisan voice vote this week. The proposed state constitutional amendment would require the House and
Senate to have a two-thirds vote to initiate tax rate increases or impose new taxes with support of 27 of 40
senators and 84 of 125 representatives. A governor could veto the tax bill, but the House and Senate would
retain the right to attempt to override the governor with backing from two-thirds of members in both
chambers. Supporters claim this would be an important restraint on growth of government while those
opposed expressed concern that it is an abandonment of the democratic process. To place the amendment to
the Kansas Constitution on statewide ballots this November, the current House and Senate would need to
affirm the resolution by two-thirds majorities.

COMMITTEE APPROVES HEALTH BILL ON VACCINES
The Senate Health Committee has approved a bill that would allow parents to get a no-questions-asked
religious exemption from requirements to vaccinate their children against more than a dozen diseases,
including measles, whooping cough, polio, and chickenpox. The measure also limits pharmacists’ ability to
refuse to fill prescriptions for drugs such as the anti-worm treatment Ivermectin as a COVID-19 treatment.
Backers say the measure protects religious freedom and patient choice. Critics say it harms public health.



BALLOT WATERMARKS
With a vote of 27-11 the Senate approved SB 389 that would establish a distinctive watermark on all paper
ballots used in Kansas elections and require a hand audit of these ballots after the election. Counties rather
than the state would incur the costs related to ballot printing and additional wages for election board workers.
Supporters claim this measure will address a lack of faith in the election process among people across the
state by ensuring their vote is secure and the process is well protected. Opponents noted both a lack of both
clear guidelines for the sample audit and lack of any actual problem that would be resolved with such an
imprint. Republican Secretary of State Scott Schwab stated Kansas elections are already safe and secure and
there have never been any signs of any form of voter fraud.

BUSINESS EXPANSION IN WICHITA
Governor Laura Kelly announced this week that Fagron Sterile Services is developing an expansion in Wichita
that will result in more than 150 new jobs and $20 million in capital investment over the next three years. The
Belgium-based company recently released multiple new health care product lines and needs to grow their
operations in Kansas to produce and store these new goods. The company is seeking professionals,
manufacturing specialists, engineers, sales and finance staff and is currently hiring.

SANCTUARY CITIES
The Kansas House Federal and State Affairs Committee heard testimony this week on HB 2717 that would
prohibit local governments from adopting any ordinance, resolution, rule, or policy that would establish
sanctuary jurisdictions. The measure also would ban municipal governments from issuing state ID cards to
undocumented residents. Opponents of the legislation outnumbered supporters 64-7 during a hearing.
Lawmakers have considered similar legislation several times in the past decade but have been unable to see it
pass. The bill advanced out of the House Committee and was forwarded to the full House for further debate
and consideration.


